
 
 

 
APPENDIX I 

BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR 

 

 Ernest Hemingway was born on July 21, 1899, in suburban Oak Park, IL, 

to Dr. Clarence and Grace Hemingway. Ernest was the second of six children to 

be raised in the quiet suburban town. His father was a physician, and both parents 

were devout Christians. Hemingway's childhood pursuits fostered the interests 

that would blossom into literary achievements. 

Although Grace hoped her musical interests would influence her son, 

young Hemingway preferred to accompany his father on hunting and fishing 

trips. This love of outdoor adventure would be reflected later in many of 

Hemingway's stories, particularly those featuring protagonist Nick Adams. 

Hemingway also had an aptitude for physical challenge that engaged him 

throughout high school, where he both played football and boxed. Because of 

permanent eye damage contracted from numerous boxing matches, Hemingway 

was repeatedly rejected from service in World War I. Boxing provided more 

material for Hemingway's stories, as well as a habit of likening his literary feats 

to boxing victories. 

Hemingway also edited his high school newspaper and reported for the 

Kansas City Star, adding a year to his age after graduating from high school in 

1917.  



 
 

After this short stint, Hemingway finally was able to participate in World 

War I as an ambulance driver for the American Red Cross. He was wounded on 

July 8, 1918, on the Italian front near Fossalta di Piave. During his convalescence 

in Milan, he had an affair with a nurse, Agnes von Kurowsky. Hemingway 

received two decorations from the Italian government, and he joined the Italian 

infantry. Fighting on the Italian front inspired the plot of A Farewell to Arms in 

1929. Indeed, war itself is a major theme in Hemingway's works. Hemingway 

would witness firsthand the cruelty and stoicism required of the soldiers he would 

portray in his writing when covering the Greco-Turkish War in 1920 for the 

Toronto Star. In 1937, he was a war correspondent in Spain, and the events of the 

Spanish Civil War inspired For Whom the Bell Tolls. 

Upon returning briefly to the United States after the First World War, 

Hemingway worked for the Toronto Star and lived for a short time in Chicago. 

There, he met Sherwood Anderson and married Hadley Richardson in 1921. On 

Anderson's advice, the couple moved to Paris, where he served as foreign 

correspondent for the Star. As Hemingway covered events on all of Europe, the 

young reporter interviewed important leaders such as Lloyd George, Clemenceau, 

and Mussolini. 

The Hemingways lived in Paris from 1921-1926. This time of stylistic 

development for Hemingway reached its zenith in 1923 with the publication of 

Three Stories and Ten Poems by Robert McAlmon in Paris and the birth of his 

son John. This time in Paris also inspired the novel A Moveable Feast, published 

posthumously in 1964. 



 
 

During this period following the birth of his first child, Hemingway began 

to acquire a series of nicknames that eventually culminated in the well-known 

moniker “Papa.” Hadley and John referred to him as “Ernestoic,” “Tatie,” and 

“Tiny,” and he was also known as “Ernie,” “Hem,” “Wemedge,” and “Hemmy” 

at various points in his life. “Papa” came about for a number of reasons, 

including, according to official biographer Carlos Baker, Hemingway’s desire to 

be respected, admired, and obeyed. In addition, “Papa” dovetailed with 

Hemingway’s reputation as a rough-and-tumble outdoorsman and adventurer. 

In January 1923, Hemingway began writing sketches that would appear in 

In Our Time, which was published in 1924. In August of 1923 he and Hadley 

returned to Toronto where he worked once again for the Star. At this point, he 

produced no writing that was not committed to publication, and in the coming 

months, his job kept him from starting anything new. However, this time off from 

writing gave him renewed energy upon his return to Paris in January of 1924.  

During his time in Toronto he read Joyce's Dubliners, which forever 

changed his writing career. By August of 1924, he had the majority of In Our 

Time written. Although there was a period when his publisher Horace 

Liverwright wanted to change much of the collection, Hemingway stood firm and 

refused to change even one word of the book. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

APPENDIX II 
 

SYNOPSIS 

A Farewell to Arms Summary 

In Book One 

Mr. Frederic Henry meets Catherine Barkley, an English V.A.D nurse in 

Gorizia, Italy, where the Red Cross hospital he works for is located. They 

briefly begin a romantic relationship, but when Mr. Henry is wounded during 

a battle, he’s sent to a hospital in Milan. 

 

In Book Two 

Mr. Henry arrives at the American hospital in Milan, and we soon learn 

that his first name is Frederic and his last name is Henry. Catherine arrives 

promptly, and when Frederic sees her, he realizes he loves her. They begin a 

beautiful love affair over the course of about three months, while Frederic 

recovers from his injury and drinks lots and lots. When Catherine tells 

Frederic she’s three months pregnant, they plan to vacation for six weeks 

while he completes his convalescent leave. But when Miss Van Campen, the 

head of the hospital, gets fed up with his drinking and brash tone, she revokes 

his leave and Frederic is ordered back to Gorizia. On Frederic’s last night in 

Milan, he and Catherine get a hotel room together, and spend a few hours 

there, eating, drinking, and talking. Then Frederic catches the midnight train. 

Catherine and Frederic don’t know if they will ever see each other again 

. 



 
 

 

In Book Three 

 Frederic goes back to Gorizia and becomes involved in the Italian retreat 

from Caporetto. The ambulances Frederic and his crew are driving get stuck 

in the mud, and they eventually have to abandon them. Two soldiers had been 

riding with Frederic and his crew, and when they refuse to help free the 

vehicles from the mud, Frederic shoots at them, killing one. According to 

information we received in Book Two, this is the first time Frederic has killed 

a man. When it looks like he must either escape or be killed, Frederic flees 

from the retreat, and deserts his post in the army. 

 

In Book Four 

Frederic goes back to Milan to look for Catherine. He learns she is in 

Stresa (a town in Italy). After borrowing some civilian clothes from a friend, 

he heads in that direction. Miraculously, he finds Catherine and they are 

reunited!Catherine and Frederic spend a few days together happily. Then, in 

the middle of the night, they learn that Frederic will be arrested for desertion 

in the morning. They make a bold and daring escape, by rowboat, to nearby 

Switzerland. They manage to convince the Swiss authorities that they are in 

Switzerland for the "winter sport," and are allowed to live in Switzerland. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

In Book Five 

Frederic and Catherine rent a mountainside cottage and enjoy themselves 

until a month before the baby is due. Then they move to a hotel to be closer to 

the hospital. Catherine has an awful labor and undergoes a Cesarean 

operation. The baby is born dead, or dies shortly after its birth. Catherine dies 

soon after, of multiple hemorrhages. Frederic walks back to the hotel in the 

rain 

 

 

 
 


