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APPENDIX I 

Plot Summary 

The Old Man and the Sea is the story of an epic struggle between an old, 

seasoned fisherman and the greatest catch of his life. For eighty-four days, 

Santiago, an aged Cuban fisherman, has set out to sea and returned empty-handed. 

So conspicuously unlucky is he that the parents of his young, devoted apprentice 

and friend, Manolin, have forced the boy to leave the old man in order to fish in a 

more prosperous boat. Nevertheless, the boy continues to care for the old man 

upon his return each night. He helps the old man tote his gear to his ramshackle 

hut, secures food for him, and discusses the latest developments in American 

baseball, especially the trials of the old man’s hero, Joe DiMaggio. Santiago is 

confident that his unproductive streak will soon come to an end, and he resolves 

to sail out farther than usual the following day. 

On the eighty-fifth day of his unlucky streak, Santiago does as promised, 

sailing his skiff far beyond the island’s shallow coastal waters and venturing into 

the Gulf Stream. He prepares his lines and drops them. At noon, a big fish, which 

he knows is a marlin, takes the bait that Santiago has placed one hundred fathoms 

deep in the waters. The old man expertly hooks the fish, but he cannot pull it in. 

Instead, the fish begins to pull the boat. 

Unable to tie the line fast to the boat for fear the fish would snap a taut 

line, the old man bears the strain of the line with his shoulders, back, and hands, 

ready to give slack should the marlin make a run. The fish pulls the boat all 

through the day, through the night, through another day, and through another 
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night. It swims steadily northwest until at last it tires and swims east with the 

current. The entire time, Santiago endures constant pain from the fishing line. 

Whenever the fish lunges, leaps, or makes a dash for freedom, the cord cuts 

Santiago badly. Although wounded and weary, the old man feels a deep empathy 

and admiration for the marlin, his brother in suffering, strength, and resolve. 

On the third day the fish tires, and Santiago, sleep-deprived, aching, and 

nearly delirious, manages to pull the marlin in close enough to kill it with a 

harpoon thrust. Dead beside the skiff, the marlin is the largest Santiago has ever 

seen. He lashes it to his boat, raises the small mast, and sets sail for home. While 

Santiago is excited by the price that the marlin will bring at market, he is more 

concerned that the people who will eat the fish are unworthy of its greatness. 

As Santiago sails on with the fish, the marlin’s blood leaves a trail in the 

water and attracts sharks. The first to attack is a great mako shark, which Santiago 

manages to slay with the harpoon. In the struggle, the old man loses the harpoon 

and lengths of valuable rope, which leaves him vulnerable to other shark attacks. 

The old man fights off the successive vicious predators as best he can, stabbing at 

them with a crude spear he makes by lashing a knife to an oar, and even clubbing 

them with the boat’s tiller. Although he kills several sharks, more and more 

appear, and by the time night falls, Santiago’s continued fight against the 

scavengers is useless. They devour the marlin’s precious meat, leaving only 

skeleton, head, and tail. Santiago chastises himself for going “out too far,” and for 

sacrificing his great and worthy opponent. He arrives home before daybreak, s 

tumbles back to his shack, and sleeps very deeply. 
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The next morning, a crowd of amazed fishermen gathers around the 

skeletal carcass of the fish, which is still lashed to the boat. Knowing nothing of 

the old man’s struggle, tourists at a nearby café observe the remains of the giant 

marlin and mistake it for a shark. Manolin, who has been worried sick over the 

old man’s absence, is moved to tears when he finds Santiago safe in his bed. The 

boy fetches the old man some coffee and the daily papers with the baseball scores, 

and watches him sleep. When the old man wakes, the two agree to fish as partners 

once more. The old man returns to sleep and dreams his usual dream of lions at 

play on the beaches of Africa 
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APPENDIX II 

Ernest Hemingway Biography 

Ernest Miller Hemingway was born on July 21, 1899, in Cicero (now in 

Oak Park), Illinois. Clarence and Grace Hemingway raised their son in this 

conservative suburb of Chicago, but the family also spent a great deal of time in 

northern Michigan, where they had a cabin. It was there that the future sportsman 

learned to hunt, fish and appreciate the outdoors. 

In high school, Hemingway worked on his school newspaper, Trapeze and 

Tabula, writing primarily about sports. Immediately after graduation, the budding 

journalist went to work for the Kansas City Star, gaining experience that would 

later influence his distinctively stripped-down prose style. 

He once said, "On the Star you were forced to learn to write a simple 

declarative sentence. This is useful to anyone. Newspaper work will not harm a 

young writer and could help him if he gets out of it in time." 

In 1918, Hemingway went overseas to serve in World War I as an 

ambulance driver in the Italian Army. For his service, he was awarded the Italian 

Silver Medal of Bravery, but soon sustained injuries that landed him in a hospital 

in Milan. 

There he met a nurse named Agnes von Kurowsky, who soon accepted his 

proposal of marriage, but later left him for another man. This devastated the 

young writer but provided fodder for his works "A Very Short Story" and, more 

famously, A Farewell to Arms. 
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Still nursing his injury and recovering from the brutalities of war at the 

young age of 20, he returned to the United States and spent time in northern 

Michigan before taking a job at the Toronto Star. 

It was in Chicago that Hemingway met Hadley Richardson, the woman 

who would become his first wife. The couple married and quickly moved to Paris, 

where Hemingway worked as a foreign correspondent for the Star. 

In Paris, Hemingway soon became a key part of what Gertrude Stein 

would famously call "The Lost Generation." With Stein as his mentor, 

Hemingway made the acquaintance of many of the great writers and artists of his 

generation, such as F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ezra Pound, Pablo Picasso and James 

Joyce. In 1923, Hemingway and Hadley had a son, John Hadley Nicanor 

Hemingway. By this time the writer had also begun frequenting the famous 

Festival of San Fermin in Pamplona, Spain. 

In 1925, the couple, joining a group of British and American expatriates, 

took a trip to the festival that would later provided the basis of Hemingway's first 

novel, The Sun Also Rises. The novel is widely considered Hemingway's greatest 

work, artfully examining the postwar disillusionment of his generation. 

Soon after the publication of The Sun Also Rises, Hemingway and Hadley 

divorced, due in part to his affair with a woman named Pauline Pfeiffer, who 

would become Hemingway's second wife shortly after his divorce from Hadley 

was finalized. The author continued to work on his book of short stories, Men 

Without Women. 
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Soon, Pauline became pregnant and the couple decided to move back to 

America. After the birth of their son Patrick Hemingway in 1928, they settled in 

Key West, Florida, but summered in Wyoming. During this time, Hemingway 

finished his celebrated World War I novel A Farewell to Arms, securing his 

lasting place in the literary canon. 

When he wasn't writing, Hemingway spent much of the 1930s chasing 

adventure: big-game hunting in Africa, bullfighting in Spain, deep-sea fishing in 

Florida. While reporting on the Spanish Civil War in 1937, Hemingway met a 

fellow war correspondent named Martha Gellhorn (soon to become wife number 

three) and gathered material for his next novel, For Whom the Bell Tolls, which 

would eventually be nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. 

Almost predictably, his marriage to Pauline Pfeiffer deteriorated and the 

couple divorced. Gellhorn and Hemingway married soon after and purchased a 

farm near Havana, Cuba, which would serve as their winter residence. 

When the United States entered World War II in 1941, Hemingway served 

as a correspondent and was present at several of the war's key moments, including 

the D-Day landing. Toward the end of the war, Hemingway met another war 

correspondent, Mary Welsh, whom he would later marry after divorcing Martha 

Gellhorn. 

In 1951, Hemingway wrote The Old Man and the Sea, which would 

become perhaps his most famous book, finally winning him the Pulitzer Prize he 

had long been denied. 
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The author continued his forays into Africa and sustained several injuries 

during his adventures, even surviving multiple plane crashes. 

In 1954, he won the Nobel Prize in Literature. Even at this peak of his 

literary career, though, the burly Hemingway's body and mind were beginning to 

betray him. Recovering from various old injuries in Cuba, Hemingway suffered 

from depression and was treated for numerous conditions such as high blood 

pressure and liver disease. 

He wrote A Moveable Feast, a memoir of his years in Paris, and retired 

permanently to Idaho. There he continued to battle with deteriorating mental and 

physical health. 

Early on the morning of July 2, 1961, Ernest Hemingway committed 

suicide in his Ketchum home.Hemingway died in Idaho in 1961. 
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