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CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS 

 

In this chapter, the data that already collected is used to answer the problems that find in 

the Diana Ross songs (“When You Tell Me That You Love Me”, “If We Hold on 

Together” and “Endless Love”), as stated in the statement of the problems, Chapter I. 

Based on the scope and limitation, the analysis only focus on the symbols and the reason 

why the symbols used in these songs. 

 

4.1 The Symbols and Meaning Diana Ross’ Songs 

The song of Diana Ross describes the theme implicitly by using the symbol to 

present the idea. Thus an object or an action in the story may be has deeper meaning than 

itself. In order to avoid the wrong perception in judging a symbol, the writer have to pay 

attention and more careful in understanding the lyric.  

There are many symbols in the Diana Ross songs and each symbol has their own 

meaning and function. These symbols have different meaning from its literal meaning that 

can be seen that supported by the context of the story not outside it. 

 

4.1.1. The Symbols and Meaning “When You Tell Me That You Love Me” Song 

The song will be meaningful if the listener understands what the meaning of the 

lyric. So, the writer will explain the symbols and meaning of lyric on “When You Tell Me 

That You Love Me” song. 
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4.1.1.1 The Meaning of The symbols 

The object used as the symbol in the “When You Tell Me That You Love Me” as in 

the table below: 

The Symbol Meaning of The Symbol 

Stars Star can refer to any of the heavenly bodies, including to the sun and 

the moon. Star has inspiring beauty and distance, perhaps the most 

striking fact about stars is the sheer number of them indeed a 

numberless number.  

Rain Rain as suffering or bad luck and rain as fertilizing force from above. 

Rain often stands as a synecdoche for all bad weather and thus a 

symbol of life‟s unhappy moments. 

Candle Candle as someone who volunteer give everything for someone, 

spirit of life 

Tears Tears as sorrow or badness. 

 

The symbols of this song are conventional symbol. Those symbols whose 

significance is due ultimately to an agreement between them or to the position or function 

of the symbol in the environment.  

 

4.1.1.2 The Meaning of Song Based On Symbols 

From the meaning of the symbols above, the writer can interpret the lyric of the 

song as the table below: 
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Lyric  Interpretation  

I wanna call the stars 

Down from the sky 

I wanna live a day 

That never dies 

I wanna change the world 

Only for you 

All the impossible 

I wanna do 

I wanna hold you close 

Under the rain 

I wannakiss your smile 

And feel the pain 

I know what‟s beautiful 

Looking at you 

In a world of lies 

You are the truth 

In this paragraph, the writer of this song wants to tell 

about his sacrifice to get the woman love. He ready 

to conduct any kind of obtain to get sympathy from 

that woman. He volunteer do improbability can be 

obtained. Though that done can hurt himself. He 

volunteer do all request of that woman. Such as call 

the stars down from the sky, live a day that never 

dies, hold you close under the rain, and change the 

world only for you. 

In this paragraph, the song writer telling about his 

admiration to the woman who is loved. All beauty of 

world there is only at herself. All beauty of real only 

at herself. 

 

 

 

From the interpret of first paragraph, the song writer telling that if someone love to 

something, he will ready to conduct any kind of obtain to get sympathy from her. He 

volunteer do improbability can be obtained. Though that done can hurt himself. He 

volunteer do all request of her. The real beauty is only at herself. 
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The table below is interpretation of the second paragraph: 

Lyric  Interpretation  

And baby 

Every time you touch me 

I become a hero 

I‟ll make you safe 

No matter where you are 

And bring you 

Everything you ask for 

Nothing is above me 

I‟m shining like a candle in the dark 

When you tell me that you love me 

Baby is darling call which given just for someone 

who is loved. The man will become the hero in the 

woman life. He volunteer give all that is wanted by 

someone who love of. He always ready resides to 

consort whenever and wherever. He very loves his 

couple life till the end of life. His life will be 

enlighten by integrity of love is given by his couple. 

 

The second paragraph tells us about love can become the light for someone is 

falling in love. The man will become the hero in the woman life. He volunteer give all that 

is wanted by someone who love of. He always ready resides to consort whenever and 

wherever. He very loves his couple life till the end of life. His stronger love will defeat 

everything around him.  

The next is explanation the third paragraph, as the table below: 

Lyric  Interpretation  

I wanna make you see We have to show our love to someone lover, so she 
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Just what I was 

Show you the loneliness 

You walked into my life 

To stop my tears 

Everything‟s easy now 

I have you here 

knows how deep our love to her. We have to realize 

all insufficiency and his excess. He will be feel 

loneliness, if she does not beside him. The sadness 

will be lose and change into happiness, if she beside 

him. 

 

From the third paragraph, we have to show our love to someone lover, so she 

knows how deep our love to her. We have to realize all insufficiency and his excess. He 

will be feel loneliness, if she does not beside him. The sadness will be lose and change into 

happiness, if she beside him. This expression can we see from “You walked into my life, 

To stop my tears, Everything‟s easy now, I have you here.” 

The last is interpretation of fourth paragraph as the table below: 

Lyric  Interpretation  

In a world without you 

I would always hunger 

All I need is your love to make 

me stronger 

The stronger of love can give support in someone life. 

Without the love our life will be emptiness.  

 

Based interpretation of fourth paragraph, we can take value that the stronger of love 

can give support in someone life. Without the love our life will be emptiness. As in our 

family, if we always loves each other, take and give with each other. We will feel peaceful. 
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4.1.2. The Symbols and Meaning in “If We Hold on Together” 

The content of the song will be able known if we understand the symbols are used 

and its meaning. Below, the writer explains the symbols and the meaning that song. 

 

4.1.2.1 The Meaning of The symbols 

The object used as the symbol in the “If We Hold on Together” areas in the table 

below: 

The Symbol Meaning of The Symbol 

Clouds  

 

Clouds as sorrow, barrier 

The wind The wind as the real thing. It is a body. 

Soul  Soul as the abstract thing. It is spirit, interchange of heart. 

Star Star as a direct of sign, good dream, seek a best way. 

Fountain Fountain as happiness. 

Tears Tears as sorrow 

The dark  The dark as sorrow 

The sun The sun as happiness 

 

The symbols of this song are conventional symbol. Those symbols whose 

significance is due ultimately to an agreement between them or to the position or function 

of the symbol in the environment.  
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4.1.2.2 The Meaning of Song Based On Symbols 

From the meaning of the symbols as above, the writer can interpret the lyric of the 

song as table below: 

Lyric Interpretation  

Don‟t lose your way 

With each passing day 

You‟ve come so far 

Don‟t throw it away 

live believing 

Dreams are for weaving 

Wonders are waiting to start 

Live your story 

Faith hope and glory 

Hold to the truth 

In your heart 

The way in this song is the direction of our life. 

The direction our life are the dreams of life. We 

may not be losing heart of life. Because our life 

will walk unidirectional of rotator time. The 

journey of our life is so far and long. We may not 

throw the time with something useless. We must 

keep believe to our God. The God will give 

wonders to us if we hold to the truth in our heart. 

The faith, hope and glory will we get it. 

 

The first paragraph of this song explains to the listener that the way of life are the 

dreams of life. Everyone have many dreams, hope and the glory. Because, human is perfect 

creature and as social creature. We live in a community. We have to earn cooperatively in 

society of life. So, we may not be losing heart of life because, our life will walk 

unidirectional of rotator time. The journey of our life is so far and long.  We may not throw 
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the time with something useless. We must keep believe to our God. The God will give 

wonders to us if we hold to the truth in our heart. The faith, hope and glory will we get it. 

Below is the second interpretation table of paragraph: 

Lyric Interpretation  

If we hold on together 

I know our dreams 

Will never die 

Dreams see us through 

To forever 

Where clouds roll by 

For you and I 

Everything will be able gotten easily, if we always 

together. But, before that we have to know what 

dreams are going to get. Because, our dreams is an 

expectation in our life. There are many barricades 

and barriers in human life. We have to able faith 

against. As the lyric “where clouds roll by, for you 

and I.” The clouds have meaning sadness or  

barricades and barriers. 

 

On the second paragraph, we can learn about life. There are many barricades and 

barriers in human life. Sometimes, we feel sadness and happiness. Everything will be able 

gotten easily, if we always together. But, before that we have to know what dreams are 

going to get because, the dream is an expectation in life. We have to able faith against. 

The table below is interpretation of third paragraph: 

Lyric Interpretation  

Souls in the wind 

Must learn how to bend 

“Soul and the wind” are two object which 

different, but those object must be one. Its mean is 



 
 

22 
 

Seek out a star 

Hold on to the end 

Valleys, mountains 

There is a fountain 

Washes our tears 

All away 

Worlds are swaying 

Someone is praying 

Please let us come 

Home to stay 

our body and soul which must be the one. The 

balance of life has to keep. As a human, we must 

able to choose the way to get our dreams. We have 

to pass sadness and barriers to get a happiness. 

The happiness will erase our sadness. All of that 

will not get without blessing our God. We have to 

believe and pray to him.  

 

We can learn from the paragraph above about the balancing in our life between the 

body and soul. We can keep our body with healthy, but to keep our soul we have to believe 

and pray to our God. The blessing of God can make our soul feel happiness a peaceful. 

And as a human, we must able choose the way to get our dreams. 

The next is interpretation of the last paragraph, as the table below: 

Lyric Interpretation  

When we are out there 

In the dark 

We‟ll dream about the sun 

In the dark 

We‟ll feel the light 

“In the dark” has meaning at we feel sadness. “The 

sun” has meaning the support of live.  When we 

are in the sadness, we will feel something lose 

from our life. It is a support of life. So, we try to 

find it. After we get it, we will be out from the 
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Warm our hearts 

Everyone 

sadness and find our dreams. The dreams will be 

support our life. That thing can happen at 

everyone. We have to optimism that the future will 

be better than the past. 

 

From that interpretation we can learn that we have to optimism that the future will 

be better than the past. Because, if we are in the sadness, we will feel something lose from 

our life. It is a support of life. So, we try to find it. After we get it, we will be out from the 

sadness and find our dreams. The dreams will be support our life. That thing can happen at 

everyone. 

 

4.1.3 The Meaning of Symbols in “Endless Love” Song 

“Endless Love” is the song which telling the true love. It describes faithfulness of 

someone to his couple life. Because of that, the writer explains this song based on the 

symbol in the song. 

 

4.1.3.1 The Meaning of Symbols 

The symbols of this song are contextual symbol. Below is the table of symbol in 

the “Endless” Song: 

The Symbol Meaning of The Symbol 

There‟s only you in my life 

 

Love to only one person forever. 

The only thing that‟s bright The girl is the support of the man life.  
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You‟re every breath that I take 

You‟re every step I make 

This couple of lover always feel that all of their 

life only for her partner every step and every 

breath. 

Your eyes, your eyes 

They tell me how much you 

care 

The sight never lie and always talk are there. The 

deeper of their love can be shown from their eyes. 

So, their love is true love that will be endless love. 

Two hearts that beat as one 

Our lives have just begun 

Two hearts are two persons who will be the one or 

they will get married. They want to begin new live 

as a family forever. 

I‟ll hold you close in my arms 

I can‟t resist your charms 

The man will holding responsible to her. And he 

will accept her with all of badness and goodness. 

 

The symbols of this song are private symbol. Those symbols can make a work 

obscure at first. That particular symbolism, however, will have a thematic significance that 

no other material could reproduce. The symbols are developed for precisely that reason. 

Moreover, what may be the symbol at appearance often becomes an accepted convention 

as more and more readers become familiar with it. 

 

4.1.3.2 The Meaning of Song Based on Symbol 

Based on the meaning of the symbol above, the writer can explain with 

interpretation as the table below: 
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Lyric   Interpretation  

My love, 

There‟s only you in my life 

The only thing that‟s bright 

The song writer telling us that he is falling in love 

to someone. Someone is his girlfriend. He want to 

show how deep his love to her. The girl is the one 

of spirit in his life.  

 

This lyric is sung by the man who wants to show his love to his girlfriend. The girl 

is the only one in his life.  She is the one of spirit in his life. He is very loves her. The 

writer shows how deep his love to the girl with the symbol “There‟s only you in my life, 

the only thing that‟s bright”. 

Lyric   Interpretation  

My first love, 

You‟re every breath that I take 

You‟re every step I make 

The man is the first love of the girl. She knows 

that he loves her very much. So, the girl feelsthe 

man always in her mind every time. 

 

The writer tell that the girl love him, too. She loves him very much. So, she feels 

the man always in her mind every time and everywhere. “You‟re every breath that I take, 

You are every step I make”, it mean that she is always remember him.  

Lyric   Interpretation  

And I The man wants to share his love just with his girl 
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(I-I-I-I-I) 

I want to share 

All my love with you 

No one else will do… 

no one else. All of his love just for her.  

 

From the interpretation above, the song writer tells us about the girl is the one of 

his love. He wants to share his love to her. No one else can replace her in his life.  

Below is the next interpretation from the “Endless Love”: 

Lyric   Interpretation  

And your eyes 

Your eyes, your eyes 

They tell me how much you care 

Ooh yes, you will always be 

My endless love 

That true love can be seen for her eyes. Because 

the sight can‟t lie. The girl very responsive to his 

love. The man shows his love againis the first and 

the last for her. This love is his endless love. 

 

Based on the table above, the song writer tells that true love can be seen for her 

eyes. Because, the sight can‟t lie. The girl very responsive to his love. The man shows his 

love again is the first and the last for her. This love is his endless love. 

Lyric   Interpretation  

Two hearts, 

Two hearts that beat as one 

Our lives have just begun 

Two persons have same perception in their life. 

They want to life together as a husband and wife. 

They want to make a family and life together until 

the end of their life. 
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This interpretation shows that two persons have same perception in their life. They 

want to life together as a husband and wife. They want to make a family and life together 

until the end of their life. 

The table below is the next interpretation from this song: 

Lyric   Interpretation  

Forever 

(Ohhhhhh) 

I‟ll hold you close in my arms 

I can‟t resist your charms 

They will experience life together until the end of 

their life. The man will holding responsible to the 

girl. Because she is his part of live. He will accept 

her with all of badness and goodness. 

 

The song writer tells that they will experience life together until the end of their 

life. The man will holding responsible to the girl. Because she is his part of live. He will 

accept her with all of badness and goodness. 

Below is the next table interpretation this song: 

Lyric   Interpretation  

And love 

Oh, love 

I‟ll be a fool 

For you, 

I‟m sure 

You know I don‟t mind 

Oh, you know I don‟t mind 

The man never mind what people say. He do his 

life seriously with his part of life.  
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In this paragraph, the song writer tells that the man never mind what people say. He 

do his life seriously with his part life.  

Lyric   Interpretation  

„Cause you, 

You mean the world to me 

Oh 

I know 

I know 

I‟ve found in you 

My endless love 

He volunteer live with her because she is the one 

of girl in his life. The girl is very valuable in his 

life. His love will live forever. Because, it is his 

endless love.  

 

The song writer tells that the man volunteer live with her because she is the one of 

girl in his life. The girl is very valuable in his life. His love will live forever because, this is 

his endless love. 

Below is the last interpretation table from this song: 

Lyric   Interpretation  

And, YES 

You‟ll be the only one 

„Cause NO one can deny 

This love I have inside 

And I‟ll give it all to you 

My love 

The man will give everything to the girl. She will 

be the one because they will get married and make 

their life as a family. No one can deny her. This 

love is their endless love. 
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My love, my love 

My endless love 

 

From this paragraph the writer explain that the man will give everything to the girl. 

She will be the one because they will get married and make their life as a family. No one 

can deny her. This love is their endless love. 

 

4.2 The Reason Symbols is Used In Songs 

4.2.1 The Reason Symbols is Used In “When You Tell That You Love Me” 

The song lyric in this song uses natural symbol. The symbols found in external 

nature. They are star, sky, rain, candle and the dark. The star is symbol of purpose of life. 

The star is strengthened by down from the sky. It means we can get purpose of life from 

many process to get it. In the lyric „And we feel the pain, I know what’s beautiful, looking 

at you, in a world of lies you are the truth’ we will more believe to something, if we feel 

really necessary. The truth is the infinite, so we must believe to everything highness for 

him. Shining like candle in the dark means when we are in the difficulty and we realize our 

false then want to leave that false. We will feel save when we near and always remember 

our God.  

The song lyric says about believing to our God and the truth just God own. The 

world without him will be broken. Everything that we want will be get if we always near 

him. The God always bless us everywhere and every time.  

 

  



 
 

30 
 

4.2.2 The Reason Symbols is Used In “If We Hold on Together” 

The text of song lyric has many symbols. They are clouds roll by, souls in the wind, 

seek out a star, fountain, tears, the dark, the sun, and souls can fly. 

Start first line to ninth line we can understand that the story of song tells about the 

love can be continuo because there is a dream that make them together until the end. As 

word wonders are waiting to start.  The expression above has meaning in these song lyrics. 

Clouds can interpret the dark or rain will be fall situation, so clouds have meaning a sorrow 

or barrier.  And roll by means have passed. So, clouds roll by means the sorrow have 

passed. Souls and the wind with helping of context have to learn to be the one. It means 

two difference hearts. It is strengthened by the last line in the first paragraph, says that 

souls can fly. If the soul can fly, then it is joined with the wind which always flying. So, 

the both of them can fly together to everywhere but, the both there are in the different 

world. The wind is in the concrete world, but the soul is in the abstract world. The soul is 

interchangeable with heart as opponent of body. Star is the symbol of direction sign in the 

middle ocean or the land. Sometimes, this word means the good dream. Seek out star 

means the expectation to look for the best way. Based on the expression above fountain 

has clear meaning to change expression happiness, because the fountain has character 

watering and make cold. Tears mean sorrow. The dark and the sun are easy to understand, 

because the both of them in the context explain each other. The dark means sorrow but, the 

sun is happiness. 
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The song lyric says about optimism and expectation that is strengthened by the love 

have built together, although they have problem, they can continuo it because there is new 

commitment from them. 

 

4.2.3 The Reason Symbols is Used In “Endless Love” 

This song uses contextual symbol. The symbols are my love, first love, your eyes, 

and two hearts. Those symbols are used because this song says about true love. This song 

is written for telling about how the man assure to the girl how deep his love. As evidence 

how deep his and her love they can see from their eyes because light of eyes never lies. As 

in the lyric ‘Your eyes, they tell me how much you care’. The two persons have different 

between them. They want to become the one in the nuptial to begin new life as a family. 

That writes in the lyric „two hearts that beat as one‟. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


