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LIST OF APPENDIX

Appendix 1

Lincoln's First Public Speech. From an Address to the People of Sangamon County. March 9, 1832

Upon the subject of education, not presuming to dictate any plan or system respecting it, I can only
say that I view it as the most important subject which we, as a people, can be engaged in. That every
man may receive at least a moderate education, and thereby be enabled to read the histories of his own
and other countries, by which he may duly appreciate the value of our free institutions, appears to be
an object of vital importance, even on this account alone, to say nothing of the advantages and
satisfaction to be derived from all being able to read the Scriptures and other works, both of a
religious and moral nature, for themselves.

For my part, I desire to see the time when education—and by its means morality, sobriety, enterprise,
and industry—shall become much more general than at present; and should be gratified to have it in
my power to contribute something to the advancement of any measure which might have a tendency
to accelerate that happy period.

With regard to existing laws, some alterations are thought to be necessary. Many respectable men
have suggested that our estray laws—the law respecting the issuing of executions, the road law, and
some others—are deficient in their present form, and require alterations. But considering the great
probability that the framers of those laws were wiser than myself, I should prefer not meddling with
them, unless they were first attacked by others, in which case I should feel it both a privilege and a
duty to take that stand which, in my view, might tend to the advancement of justice.

But, fellow−citizens, I shall conclude. Considering the great degree of modesty which should always
attend youth, it is probable I have already been more presuming than becomes me. However, upon the
subjects of which I have treated, I have spoken as I have thought. I may be wrong in regard to any or
all of them; but, holding it a sound maxim that it is better only to be sometimes right than at all times
wrong, so soon as I discover my opinions to be erroneous I shall be ready to renounce them.

Every man is said to have his peculiar ambition. Whether it be true or not, I can say, for one, that I
have no other so great as that of being truly esteemed of my fellow−men by rendering myself worthy
of their esteem. How far I shall succeed in gratifying this ambition is yet to be developed. I am young
and unknown to many of you; I was born and have ever remained in the most humble walks of life. I
have no wealthy or popular relations or friends to recommend me. My case is thrown exclusively
upon the independent voters of the county, and if elected, they will have conferred a favour upon me
for which I shall be unremitting in my labours to compensate. But if the good people in their wisdom
shall see fit to keep me in the background, I have been too familiar with disappointments to be very
much chagrined.

Your friend and fellow−citizen. A. LINCOLN.

Appendix 2

Lincoln's Farewell Address at Springfield, Illinois. February 11, 1861

My Friends, No one not in my situation can appreciate my feeling of sadness at this parting. To this
place, and the kindness of these people, I owe everything. Here I have lived a quarter of a century, and



have passed from a young to an old man. Here my children have been born, and one is buried. I now
leave, not knowing when or whether ever I may return, with a task before me greater than that which
rested upon Washington. Without the assistance of that Divine Being who ever attended him I cannot
succeed. With that assistance I cannot fail. Trusting in Him, who can go with me and remain with
you, and be everywhere for good, let us confidently hope that all will yet be well. To His care
commending you, as I hope in your prayers you will commend me, I bid you an affectionate farewell.

Appendix 3

His Proclamation for a Day of Thanksgiving. October 3, 1863

The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the
source from which they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature that
they cannot fail to penetrate and soften the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever−watchful
providence of Almighty God.

In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to
foreign States to invite and provoke their aggressions, peace has been preserved with all nations, order
has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed
everywhere, except in the theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been greatly contracted by
the advancing armies and navies of the Union.

Needful diversions of wealth and strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defence
have not arrested the plough, the shuttle, or the ship; the axe has enlarged the borders of our
settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more
abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been
made in the camp, the siege, and the battle−field; and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of
augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of
freedom.

No human counsel hath devised, nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the
gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath
nevertheless remembered mercy.

It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully
acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whole American people. I do, therefore, invite,
my fellow−citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea, and those
sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next as a day of
thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens. And I recommend to
them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and
blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience,
commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers in
the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the
interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation, and to restore it, as soon as may
be consistent with the Divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and
union.

Retrivered from:

Sabe “Speeches and Letters of Abraham Lincoln, 1832−1865”

Abraham Lincoln, Edited by Merwin Roe

This page formatted 2004 Blackmask Online.

http://www.blackmask.com


