APPENDIX |

BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR

Mary Anne Evans, who wrote under the pseudonym George Eliot, was
born on November 22, 1819, at South Farm, Arbury Hall in Warwickshire. She
was the youngest of five children. Mary Anne was afforded the privileges of a
private education. She enjoyed books and learning from a young age; she was
introspective and quiet, much like her character Dorothea in Middlemarch, so she
was a bit of an anomaly among young women of the time. Unfortunately, Mary
Anne was forced to leave school at the age of 16, when her mother died in early
1836. Her father continued to indulge her love of learning, purchasing books for
her and helping her to learn German and Italian.

In 1841, Mary Anne's father moved the family to the larger town of
Foleshill, where Mary Anne met Charles and Cara Bray, who would become
good friends of hers. Through the Brays, Mary Anne was introduced to Ralph
Waldo Emerson. Mary Anne soon, however, became very self-conscious about
her unconventionality among this group of friends. She also began to renounce
her faith in Christianity, which caused distance between Mary Anne and her
father. They reconciled for the most part, and Mary Anne cared for her father
closely when he became ill in 1847 until his death in 1849.

Through the Brays, she met John Chapman, a publisher and bookseller
from London. Chapman and Mary Anne became good friends, and he asked
Mary Anne to become the behind-the-scenes editor for the Westminster Review.
Mary Anne worked at the Review for two years, despite the fact that she received
no credit for her work. In 1851, Mary Anne met George Henry Lewes, and the
pair became romantically involved. Though Lewes was already married, he and
his wife had been separated for some years and his wife was living with another
man, with whom she had three children.

It was all but impossible for Lewes to divorce his wife because he had
condoned her adultery, so his and Mary Anne’s options were limited. They
decided to try living together abroad first, so in 1854 they traveled to Germany
together. They were as vague with their friends and relatives as possible, but after
some months abroad they started to receive word that even their most liberal-
minded friends disapproved of their lifestyle. They returned to England in 1855,
and Mary Anne remained separate from Lewes until his wife declared that she
had no intention of ever reuniting with him. After this, Mary Anne moved in with
Lewes in London, and insisted on being called Mrs. Lewes, which caused great
scandal and her general isolation from society. Mary Anne's decision meant a
break with the Brays, who disapproved of her decision. She and George were
very happy, despite the stir that their relationship caused.
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Mary Anne Evans's transformation into the fiction writer George Eliot
began in 1856, when Mary Anne decided to try her hand at writing novels. In
1858, George Eliot's second novel, Adam Bede, became a critical and popular
success; soon after, George Eliot's identity as Mary Anne "Lewes" became
known. Though this disclosure did not threaten her writing career, she was forced
to put up with an increasing amount of personal criticism as her literary fame as
George Eliot grew.

Adam Bede was followed by two more highly successful novels also set in the
English Midlands, The Mill on the Floss (1860) and Silas Marner (1861).
Encouraged by her success, Eliot began exploring continental and political
themes in her next works: Romola (1863), which was set in Renaissance lItaly,
and Felix Holt, The Radical (1866), which depicted the political controversy
surrounding the Reform Bill of 1832. Three years later Eliot published The
Spanish Gypsy (1869), a long narrative poem set during the Spanish Inquisition.

Mary Anne began writing Middlemarch in 1869. The novel was serialized
through 1871 and 1872, and became a great success, making George Eliot (and
Mary Anne) even more famous. By this time, public sentiment had begun to
soften toward Mary Anne.

George Lewes and Mary Anne became very social and popular as her writing
continued to make a great deal of money for the couple. They continued living
together until 1878, when Lewes suddenly became ill. Lewes's death in
November of 1878 was heartbreaking for the writer, and she began a period of
intense mourning that lasted more than a year.

John Cross, the couple's "business manager” of sorts, became very concerned
about Mary Anne's well-being during this trying period. He proposed marriage to
her several times until she finally accepted in 1880. Their union was one of
companionship rather than romance; Cross was more than 20 years younger than
Mary Anne, who turned 61 soon after their marriage. In December 1880, after
only seven months of marriage, Mary Anne became seriously ill. She passed
away in her sleep on December 22, 1880, and was buried next to her lifelong
companion, George Lewes.
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APPENDIX 11

SYSOPNIS

Prelude:

The first chapter introduces the character of Dorothea Brooke. She and her sister
Celia are orphans in the care of their uncle, Mr. Brooke. Although she is from a
wealthy family, Dorothea prefers to dress plainly(simple). Still, she possesses
"that kind of beauty that seems to be thrown into relief by poor dress.”" Dorothea
longs to live an ascetic life devoted to some great project for improving the
world. She is forever attempting to persuade her uncle to spend money to
improve the lot of the tenants on his estate.

Mr. Brooke fears that her Puritan energy will hinder her marriage prospects.
However, many men find her bewitching, especially on horseback. Dorothea does
not realize this; she assumes that Sir James Chettam's frequent visits to Tipton
Grange, the Brooke estate, have nothing to do with her. She believes he wishes to
marry Celia.

Celia works up the courage to ask Dorothea to divide their late mother's jewelry.
She fears that Dorothea will think her request is vain and frivolous. Dorothea
takes only an emerald ring and a matching bracelet for herself and allows Celia to
take the rest. Innocently, Celia asks whether Dorothea will wear the ring and
bracelet in company. The question offends Dorothea.

During a small dinner party at Tipton Grange, Sir James informs Mr. Brooke and
Dorothea of his plans to improve conditions for the tenants on his estate. Mr.
Brooke declares that he spends far too much on such endeavors. Dorothea
disagrees and points out with sharp wit that Mr. Brooke spends large sums on
entertainment and little on socially responsible projects. Her well-spoken retort
catches the attention of Mr. Casaubon, a middle-aged scholar and clergyman.
Dorothea admires Casaubon for his dignified, intellectual conversation. Celia
knows that Sir James wishes to marry Dorothea and believes that Casaubon is
old, boring, and ugly. For her part, Dorothea thinks that Sir James is silly.

Casaubon and Dorothea begin to spend more time in conversation. He admires
her because she does not care for the frivolous and trivial things in life. She
admires him for his "great soul.” She wants to become his wife. Sir James
attempts to please Dorothea by showing interest in her "plan for cottages.”
Dorothea devotes her spare time to drawing plans for better housing for the
tenants on Brooke's estate. Sir James admits that Brooke is unlikely to spend the
money for the project, but he states that he himself would like to follow her plans
at Freshitt, his own estate. Dorothea is delighted, and the two of them set to work
on putting the plan into action.

Celia informs Dorothea that Sir James wishes to marry her; Dorothea reacts with
utter disbelief and plans to discourage him. However, Mr. Brooke arrives to tell
her that Casaubon has asked him for her hand in marriage. Dorothea is overjoyed
and accepts the proposal right away. Brooke does not understand why she prefers
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Casaubon over Sir James, but he wishes to allow her to make her own choice.
Dorothea informs Celia of her engagement to Casaubon. Celia reacts with anxiety
and sadness at the news.

Mrs. Cadwallader, learning of Dorothea's engagement from Mr. Brooke, reports
the news to Sir James. Sir James reacts with disbelief. Mrs. Cadwallader states
that Dorothea is too high-flown and strictly religious for him anyway. However,
she had planned to play match-maker for Dorothea and Sir James since she had
come to live with Mr. Brooke. She resolves instead to get Sir James and Celia
married. Sir James decides to be a gentleman. He continues collaborating with
Dorothea on the cottages according to her plans.

Book I: Chapter1-6

Casaubon looks forward to the end of the courtship, as he is eager to return his
energies to his great work, the Key to all Mythologies. Dorothea offers to learn
Latin and Greek in order to help him with his project. Casaubon, pleased with her
submissive affection, consents to teach her. Mr. Brooke tells him that such "deep
studies” are "too taxing for a woman." He states that music is a more suitable
activity. Dorothea responds that Casaubon is not fond of the piano.

Sir James believes that Brooke should not have allowed Dorothea to become
engaged to such an old, dry man as Casaubon. He appeals to Mr. Cadwallader to
speak to Brooke about putting a stop to the marriage. Cadwallader states that
Casaubon is an honorable man because he financially supports his poor relations.
Nevertheless, Sir James feels that the difference in age between bride and groom
is enough justification for postponing the marriage. However, he finds that his
relationship with Dorothea is easier because he no longer has any "passion to
hide or confess."

The Brookes visit Lowick manor, Casaubon's residence. Dorothea notices the
miniature portraits of Casaubon's mother and her older sister. Casaubon confirms
her assertion that there is little resemblance between the sisters. He states that the
elder sister made an unfortunate marriage. During the tour of the grounds, they
notice a young man drawing sketches. Casaubon informs them that he is Will
Ladislaw, his second cousin and grandson of his ill-fated aunt. Brooke and Celia
admire his sketches, but Dorothea says that she is not educated enough to judge
them. Will thinks she means to criticize or insult him. They bid good-bye to Will,
and Casaubon tells them that he fears that Will has no ambition. He has agreed to
pay the expenses of a trip abroad for Will, however, to give him time to settle on
a profession.

Casaubon wonders why he does not grow happier as the day of the marriage
approaches. He expresses regret that Celia will not accompany them on their
wedding trip. He fears that Dorothea will be lonely when he has to work on his
project. Dorothea replies haughtily that he should not mention it again, because
she will take care of herself. She immediately regrets her short temper.

At the engagement party, Dorothea meets Lydgate, the new, young surgeon.
Lydgate thinks she is a fine girl, but too earnest. She wants too many reasons for
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everything. He prefers the company of Rosamond Vincy, the daughter of the
mayor. She is beautiful and looks at things from "the proper feminine angle."”
Rosamond becomes interested in Lydgate. She prefers to marry a man who is not
from Middlemarch, and she believes Lydgate has important, aristocratic relatives.

Rosamond and her brother, Fred, decide to go visit their elderly uncle, Peter
Featherstone. Featherstone's second wife, Mrs. Vincy's sister, died with no
children. She hopes that her own children, especially Fred, will inherit
Featherstone's wealth. Featherstone accuses Fred of borrowing money for
gambling debts, using his possible inheritance of Featherstone's wealth as
security. He names Mr. Bulstrode, Fred's uncle, as the man who could prove or
disprove the rumor. Bulstrode, a wealthy banker, would know everything about
the borrowing or lending of money. Featherstone demands that Fred secure a
letter from Bulstrode confirming or denying the rumor.

Mary Garth, Featherstone's niece by his first marriage, is charged with the care of
the sick old man. Fred is also madly in love with her. He asks Rosamond if Mary
mentioned anything about him. He fears that Mary has heard the rumor about his
gambling debts. Rosamond replies that Mary only said that he is unsteady and
that she would refuse to marry Fred if he proposed.

Book I: Chapters 7-12

Casaubon looks forward to the end of the courtship, as he is eager to return his
energies to his great work, the Key to all Mythologies. Dorothea offers to learn
Latin and Greek in order to help him with his project. Casaubon, pleased with her
submissive affection, consents to teach her. Mr. Brooke tells him that such "deep
studies” are "too taxing for a woman." He states that music is a more suitable
activity. Dorothea responds that Casaubon is not fond of the piano.

Sir James believes that Brooke should not have allowed Dorothea to become
engaged to such an old, dry man as Casaubon. He appeals to Mr. Cadwallader to
speak to Brooke about putting a stop to the marriage. Cadwallader states that
Casaubon is an honorable man because he financially supports his poor relations.
Nevertheless, Sir James feels that the difference in age between bride and groom
is enough justification for postponing the marriage. However, he finds that his
relationship with Dorothea is easier because he no longer has any "passion to
hide or confess."

The Brookes visit Lowick manor, Casaubon's residence. Dorothea notices the
miniature portraits of Casaubon's mother and her older sister. Casaubon confirms
her assertion that there is little resemblance between the sisters. He states that the
elder sister made an unfortunate marriage. During the tour of the grounds, they
notice a young man drawing sketches. Casaubon informs them that he is Will
Ladislaw, his second cousin and grandson of his ill-fated aunt. Brooke and Celia
admire his sketches, but Dorothea says that she is not educated enough to judge
them. Will thinks she means to criticize or insult him. They bid good-bye to Will,
and Casaubon tells them that he fears that Will has no ambition. He has agreed to
pay the expenses of a trip abroad for Will, however, to give him time to settle on
a profession.
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Casaubon wonders why he does not grow happier as the day of the marriage
approaches. He expresses regret that Celia will not accompany them on their
wedding trip. He fears that Dorothea will be lonely when he has to work on his
project. Dorothea replies haughtily that he should not mention it again, because
she will take care of herself. She immediately regrets her short temper.

At the engagement party, Dorothea meets Lydgate, the new, young surgeon.
Lydgate thinks she is a fine girl, but too earnest. She wants too many reasons for
everything. He prefers the company of Rosamond Vincy, the daughter of the
mayor. She is beautiful and looks at things from "the proper feminine angle."”
Rosamond becomes interested in Lydgate. She prefers to marry a man who is not
from Middlemarch, and she believes Lydgate has important, aristocratic relatives.

Rosamond and her brother, Fred, decide to go visit their elderly uncle, Peter
Featherstone. Featherstone's second wife, Mrs. Vincy's sister, died with no
children. She hopes that her own children, especially Fred, will inherit
Featherstone's wealth. Featherstone accuses Fred of borrowing money for
gambling debts, using his possible inheritance of Featherstone's wealth as
security. He names Mr. Bulstrode, Fred's uncle, as the man who could prove or
disprove the rumor. Bulstrode, a wealthy banker, would know everything about
the borrowing or lending of money. Featherstone demands that Fred secure a
letter from Bulstrode confirming or denying the rumor.

Mary Garth, Featherstone's niece by his first marriage, is charged with the care of
the sick old man. Fred is also madly in love with her. He asks Rosamond if Mary
mentioned anything about him. He fears that Mary has heard the rumor about his
gambling debts. Rosamond replies that Mary only said that he is unsteady and
that she would refuse to marry Fred if he proposed.

Book 11: Chapters 13-16

Bulstrode plans to name Lydgate as superintendent of the new Fever Hospital.
Farebrother warns Lydgate that he will incur professional jealousy among other
Middlemarch medical men because he wants to reform their outdated treatments.
The hospital lies within Mr. Farebrother's parish, but Bulstrode wishes to elect
another clergyman because he doesn't like Farebrother's doctrine. He wishes to
elect Mr. Tyke as chaplain for the hospital. Lydgate replies that he doesn't want
to become involved in clerical disputes.

Lydgate is the orphan son of a military man, and he settled on the medical
profession at a young age. His guardians paid for his education, but he is forced
to earn his own living, and he doesn't plan to marry soon. He once fell in love
with an actress who killed her husband on stage. She reported that it was an
accident, and Lydgate helped clear her of charges. She later confessed that she
meant to do it, and he resolved to avoid romantic entanglements for a long while.
He wants to discover the tissue that is the most basic building block of life.

Bulstrode arrived in Middlemarch some twenty years ago, and no one knows his
origins. He managed to marry Mr. Vincy's sister and ally himself with an
important, respectable family. He has an intimate view into the private lives of

XVi



Middlemarch citizens through their finances. He uses his money as a lever to
spread his strict Protestant ethic and to scrutinize its effect on his fellow citizens.
Power is his favorite game.

Mr. Vincy arrives, and Lydgate is rescued from the sticky situation. Fred has told
his father about Featherstone's request. Bulstrode is reluctant to write the letter
because he disapproves of Fred's extravagant habits. He believes that Vincy made
a mistake in paying for Fred's expensive college education. Vincy criticizes
Bulstrode for moralizing and hints that his sister, Mrs. Bulstrode, will disapprove
of Bulstrode's refusal to help her brother's family. Bulstrode agrees to write the
letter after a short consultation with his wife.

Fred delivers the letter, and Featherstone gives him one hundred pounds as a gift.
Fred retreats to speak with Mary. He doesn't want to be a clergyman, and he has
failed his examination at college. Fred demands that she promise to marry him,
but she refuses. She suggests that he pass his exam as proof that he is not an idler,
even though she thinks he would be an unfit clergyman. She refuses to encourage
his marriage prospects. Fred returns home in low spirits and asks his mother to
hold eighty pounds. He owes one hundred and sixty pounds for a gambling debt.
His creditor holds a bill signed by Mary's father as security against the debt.

Lydgate attends dinner at the Vincy household, where the debate over Tyke rages
on. Vincy states his preference for Farebrother on matters of doctrine. Lydgate
states that he only wants to choose the best man for the job, rather than the person
he likes most. The debate turns to reforms of the medical profession, and Lydgate
finds himself in the minority when he supports them. He inadvertently insults the
Middlemarch coroner. He converses with Rosamond and finds her very much to
his liking.

Farebrother arrives and invites Lydgate to visit him. Lydgate observes
Farebrother's skill at card games. Later, he wonders whether Farebrother cares for
the money he wins at cards. His thoughts turn to Rosamond. He admires her, but
he doesn't plan to marry for some years. He doesn't know that Rosamond has
other ideas. She thinks he has important, aristocratic relations. She believes she
will live in aristocratic style as his wife.

Book I1: Chapters 17-22

Lydgate visits Farebrother and learns that he supports his mother, aunt, and sister
on his meager income. Farebrother's mother states that he compares to the best of
clergymen, so he should have the position at the hospital. Lydgate learns that
Tyke is a zealous, strict type. He also learns that Farebrother smokes, gambles,
and studies entomology as well. Farebrother warns Lydgate of Middlemarch's
petty politics and prejudices. He tells Lydgate that he will offend Bulstrode if he
votes for him. However, he says there will be no hard feelings if Lydgate votes
for Tyke.

Lydgate's liking for Farebrother increases with greater acquaintance. Lydgate
disapproves of Farebrother's gambling, and he knows that Farebrother wants the
chaplaincy for the forty-pound salary. Lydgate dislikes the manner in which
money becomes a motive for men's actions. He is torn, however, because he feels
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that the salary might relieve Farebrother of the need to gamble. Lydgate is also
frustrated that his vote will damage his relationship with Bulstrode. He begins to
feel the harness of petty Middlemarch politics. During the election, Lydgate votes
last, breaking a tie. Farebrother's supporters state that they know how Lydgate
will vote and why. The hints insult Lydgate, but he votes for Tyke anyway.
Farebrother treats Lydgate no differently than before.

Naumann, a painter friend of Will Ladislaw, draws his attention to a beautiful
woman on the streets of Rome. The woman is Dorothea. Will informs him of her
identity, and Naumann asks him to persuade Dorothea to sit for a portrait.
Meanwhile, Dorothea is sobbing. She cannot name the reason for her sadness.
She has begun to realize that her marriage is not what she expected it to be.
Casaubon states that he wishes to return to his work soon. She hints that he
should begin sifting through his notes and writing his book. Casaubon takes her
suggestion as criticism. He suggests that she defer to his better judgment.
Dorothea, although indignant, bows to his will because the quarrel pains her.

Ladislaw visits the Casaubons, but only Dorothea is home. Casaubon arrives,
interrupting the conversation. His dry, dark, aged appearance contrasts starkly
with Will's sunny, bright youth. Will agrees to dine with them the next day.
Dorothea begs forgiveness for her short temper with him earlier, but peace is not
fully restored.

Ladislaw takes Dorothea and Casaubon to visit Naumann's studio. Naumann
wants to sketch Dorothea. He flatters Casaubon and asks him to sit as a model for
Thomas Aquinas. Afterwards, he asks to do a quick sketch of Dorothea. Will is
stricken with an intense admiration for Dorothea. He wishes her to take special
notice of him, so he schemes to see her alone. He goes to visit when he knows
Casaubon will not be at home. Will laments her sad fate in being locked away in
Lowick manor, but Dorothea stresses that Lowick is her chosen home. Will
makes light of Casaubon's plodding scholarship on his unfinished work. Dorothea
takes offense, but only because he voices the concerns that she herself has been
feeling. Will declares that he will renounce Casaubon's charity because he wishes
to be independent. He hopes to impress Dorothea. She admires his resolve, but
she pleads that he never mock Casaubon’'s work again. Dorothea reports Will's
plan to Casaubon. He replies that Will is of little interest to him except as an
object of duty, and he asks her not to mention him again.

Book I11: Chapters 23-27

Fred did not want to go to his father about his debt, because Mr. Vincy tends to
rage about his expensive habits. He settled on Caleb Garth, Mary's father. The
Garths have always liked Fred. However, the family has little money, because
Garth failed in the building business. He makes his living managing the estate of
wealthy landowners. Mrs. Garth, a former schoolteacher, supplements their
income by giving lessons. Garth did not tell his wife he co-signed a debt for Fred
Vincy.
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Fred attends a fair, sells his horse, and buys another with Featherstone's gift. He
hopes to sell the new horse at a profit and pay his debt. The new horse turns out
to be vicious, however, and lames itself during a struggle. Fred, miserable at his
bad luck, resolves to confess his inability to pay his debt. He visits the Garth
home and tells Mrs. Garth.

Mrs. Garth must part with all the money that she has saved to pay the fee to
apprentice her fifteen-year-old son to a trade. They have to ask Mary to part with
some of her own savings to cover the rest of the debt. Fred apologizes profusely
and rides to Stone Court, Featherstone's estate, to confess all to Mary. Mrs. Garth
expresses deep disappointment in Fred and scolds her husband for being foolish
enough to co-sign the debt. Her husband knows more about mining, building, and
land than anyone, but he doesn't have a head for finances. Garth regrets having to
ask Mary for money, because he suspects she loves Fred.

Fred arrives at Stone Court and declares to Mary that she will think of him as a
good-for-nothing. He suggests that she ask Featherstone to advance the money to
apprentice her brother, but Mary replies that her family prefers earning their
money to begging for it. She accuses him of being selfish because he does not
think about the consequences others suffer as a result of his actions. Still, she
does not stay entirely angry. Fred returns home feeling physically ill but less
melancholy. Garth arrives to collect a portion of her savings and tells her that he
fears that Fred is not to be trusted. Mary assures her father that she will not
engage herself to Fred if he remains so irresponsible. Featherstone lets Mary
know that he is aware of what has occurred, and he criticizes her father's lack of
financial sense.

Fred catches a terrible fever, but Mr. Wrench, the Vincy family doctor, says that
it is not serious. The medicines he prescribes, however, have no effect. Mrs.
Vincy catches sight of Lydgate, so she asks him to examine her son. He
diagnoses Fred with typhoid fever. Mr. Vincy is furious with Wrench's mistake,
so he tells Wrench his opinion of him and names Lydgate as the new family
doctor. Wrench is insulted, and Lydgate makes an enemy.

Meanwhile, Featherstone sends messages wishing Fred well and urging him to
visit Stone Court when he is able. Fred listens to the message, hoping for a scrap
of information concerning Mary. Lydgate feels a growing attachment to
Rosamond, so he looks forward to the end of Fred's illness. Flirtation is all very
nice, but he still sticks to his plan to defer any romantic entanglements for a
period of years. Meanwhile, Rosamond dreams of marrying, ridding herself of
boring Middlemarch society, and choosing all the best furnishings for her new
home. Ned Plymdale and other men who hoped to court Rosamond become
increasingly jealous. Lydgate begins to build his medical practice despite his
growing feud with other medical men. One day a servant of Sir James arrives to
ask him to visit Lowick Manor.

Book I11: Chapters 28-33

After returning home from Rome, Dorothea contemplates the portrait of
Casaubon's ill-fated aunt and feels a reluctant kinship with her because she
experienced marriage difficulties. Brooke comments to her that Casaubon looks
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pale. Celia tells Dorothea that she is engaged to Sir James Chettam. Casaubon
thought he had found everything he wanted and more in Dorothea: a ready
helpmate with “the purely appreciative, unambitious abilities of her sex." He
wanted a wife who would admire him uncritically, but he doesn't experience the
bliss he expected.

Two letters from Ladislaw arrive, and Casaubon reports that Ladislaw suggests
that he would like to visit Lowick Manor. Casaubon tells her he must decline
because Will's presence would distract him from work. Irritated, Dorothea
responds that she could not take pleasure in anything that would displease him.
Her evident headstrong nature makes Casaubon nervous. Casaubon begs her to
drop the subject. They work for a short while until Casaubon collapses with some
kind of fit. They send for Sir James, who suggests that they have Lydgate
examine Casaubon. Sir James regrets anew that Dorothea married herself to such
an elderly man.

Lydgate advises Casaubon to be satisfied with moderate work and frequent
relaxation. In private, Dorothea begs him to tell her if she is to blame for
Casaubon's heart attack. He tells her that she is not guilty. He states that
Casaubon could live another fifteen years only if he is careful to follow Lydgate's
advice. Dorothea reads Ladislaw's letters. He writes that he plans to return to
England. He wants to deliver Naumann's painting of Casaubon in person. She
requests that Mr. Brooke write Will and tell him not to come to Lowick because
Casaubon is ill. Brooke invites Will to come and stay at Tipton Grange without
telling Dorothea.

SelinaPlymdale, Ned Plymdale's mother, tells Mrs. Bulstrode that she believes
Rosamond and Lydgate are secretly engaged. She is annoyed that Rosamond
rejected Ned in favor of a newcomer in Middlemarch. Mrs. Bulstrode visits
Rosamond to ask her about her secret engagement. Rosamond informs her that
she has not become secretly engaged to Lydgate. Mrs. Bulstrode warns
Rosamond that Lydgate is not wealthy and that the medical profession is not
likely to make him wealthy. Rosamond tells her that she is sure Lydgate has good
connections, so he must not be poor.

Mrs. Bulstrode questions her husband and learns that Lydgate has said nothing
indicating plans to marry soon. Mrs. Bulstrode hints to Lydgate that Rosamond
has gotten the wrong idea. Lydgate resolves to stay away from the Vincy
household. Rosamond becomes very unhappy. However, one day he has to go see
Mr. Vincy because Featherstone's health is beginning to fail. Vincy is not home,
but Lydgate sees Rosamond, whose obvious heartache touches him. She begins to
cry, and he kisses her tears away. He leaves the Vincy household as an engaged
man. He asks Mr. Vincy's permission to marry Rosamond. Vincy is so delighted
that Featherstone is on the brink of death—he hopes Fred will inherit his estate—
that he gives his blessings.

The news of Featherstone's imminent demise brings all of his relatives to Stone
Court. They all watch one another suspiciously and quarrel over who deserves to
get Featherstone's money and land. Featherstone refuses to see any of them. One
night, Featherstone tells Mary that he has written two wills, and he plans to burn
one of them. He asks her to open his iron chest and take out the will inside it. She

XX



refuses. He is too weak to do it himself, so he tries to bribe her. Mary says she
won't compromise her reputation. Featherstone dies that night clasping his would-
be bribe money and the key to his iron chest.

Book 1V: Chapters 34-37

Featherstone's funeral is large and impressive in accordance with his wishes.
Dorothea and the Brookes watch the funeral from a window. They observe a
frog-eyed stranger in attendance. Celia informs Dorothea that Ladislaw is staying
at Tipton Grange. The news displeases Casaubon. He believes that Dorothea
asked Mr. Brooke to invite Ladislaw to Tipton Grange. Mr. Brooke praises Will,
but only Dorothea can discern the signs of displeasure on Casaubon's face. She
cannot explain in front of the others that she had nothing to do with his presence
in Middlemarch. Mr. Brooke leaves to invite Will to come inside.

All of Featherstone's relatives attend the reading of the will, as does the frog-eyed
stranger. Rumor has it that his name is Mr. Rigg and that he is Featherstone's
illegitimate son. Featherstone's lawyer, Mr. Standish, reads the earlier will first.
Featherstone leaves small bequests to his siblings, which causes a flurry of
indignant outbursts. The first will leaves ten thousand pounds to Fred, but the
land is left to Joshua Rigg, who is to take the name of Featherstone.

The second will revokes everything except some small bequests. Joshua Rigg
receives everything else excepting some property to be used for the erection of
some almshouses in Featherstone's name. Mary wonders if her decision to refuse
Featherstone's last request deprived Fred of his ten thousand pounds. Fred
laments that he will have to become a clergyman after all.

Mr. Vincy regards Fred's idleness with increased severity and determines to send
Fred back to school to pass his examination. Mr. Vincy resolves to revoke his
consent to Rosamond's marriage. However, Rosamond is determined to have her
way. Vincyinquires into Lydgate's finances and requires him to insure his life.
Vincy also makes it clear that he won't advance any money should he and
Rosamond get into financial straits.

Lydgate arranges to rent a nice home in preparation for married life. Lydgate
decides to hasten the marriage and the purchase of furnishings for his new home.
His savings begin disappearing rapidly, so he begins buying on credit. Rosamond
insists on visiting Lydgate's uncle, Sir Godwin, during their wedding journey.
She begins planning to have Lydgate leave Middlemarch and find a practice
elsewhere.

Meanwhile, Mr. Brooke hires Will Ladislaw as editor of the Pioneer, a newspaper
he has purchased. Brooke wants to be a political man, so he hops onto the Liberal
reform platform. Ladislaw believes Casaubon wronged Dorothea in marrying her,
so he resolves to stay near her and watch over her. He sets out to visit Dorothea.
Dorothea regrets that Casaubon will not hire a secretary. Will replies that
Casaubon is too uncertain and insecure to allow anyone else to poke around in his
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work. He also states that Casaubon doesn't like him merely because he disagrees
with him. This assertion distresses Dorothea, so Will changes the subject. He
reveals that his grandmother's family disowned her because she married a poor
Polish man. Will's own mother ran away from her family to marry someone not
to their liking.

He announces that he plans to stay in Middlemarch. Dorothea reports this
information to Casaubon. The news greatly distresses him. He believes that Will
feels contempt for him. Without telling her, Casaubon writes Will requesting that
he leave Middlemarch, because he feels his chosen profession reflects badly on
him. Dorothea asks Casaubon to leave half his wealth to Will upon his death to
make amends for the disinheritance of his grandmother. Casaubon orders her to
cease interference in his relationship with Will. He suspects Will and Dorothea
are conspiring against him. Meanwhile, Will writes to state that he will not leave
Middlemarch. Casaubon forbids Will to come to Lowick again.
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