CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

ThischapterpresentsTheBackgroundoftheStudy  (1.1.),Statementsofthe Problem
(1.2.),0bjectivesoftheStudy (1.3.),SignificanceoftheStudy (1.4.),Scopeand

LimitationoftheStudy(1.5.),DefinitionofKeyTerms(1.6.)andPreviousStudy(1.7.)

1.1. Backgroundofthe Study

Humanbeings have thepassiontocommunicatewitheachother,despitethe

factthateachofthemappliesdifferentway ofcommunication.Hence,humanhave
developedcertainapplicationstosustain theneedofcommunicationamongothers.
Communication,intheviewofDelahunty andGarvey(2010:4),occurswhenone
personactswiththeintentionofinfluencingthemindofanother,for example,by

gettingsomeonetoentertainsomeidea,andwhenthatotherpersonrecognizesthefirst

person’sintentiontoinfluence  one’s mind.  Forthiscommunicationtobesucceeded
twoelementsmustbein oneplace. Thefirstassumptionis intendedtoinfluenceone
personinsomeway andthesecondissharedagreementaboutthemeaningofthe
intentionalmessage.By specifyingameaningforamessagewithincommunication,a little

codeor asort ofminisculelanguageis created.



Language,asstated byDelahunty andGarvey(2010:5)isacodethat
systemicallyconnectsprivatethoughtswithpublicexpressions.Ofallhumansystems,
languageprovidesthemostcomplexitems.AsinHalliday’sview(2003:2),itisstated  thata
language isalmostthe mostcomplicatedsemiotic system.ltmeansthatthe
systemswithinalanguageare,inthesensethatitsownlimitisunclearandinthesense that its

internal organization is full of uncertainness, not easyto beunderstood.

Intheway  peoplecommunicatewithothers,Delabuny  andGarvey(2010:7)
statedthatitistextswhichare  produced.Textsalwaysoccur insome  medium,which
maybeintheformofauditory,visual,tactile,orsomecombinationofthese. Textsalso
alwaysoccur insomechannels.ltmeansthatthe mediumtravelsfromthe text’s
producertoitsreceiver.Oneofthemediatodelivertheinformationisthroughspeech.
FollowingtheviewofGoodyinBrown andYule(1983:13)thatstatedspeechenabled man
toconstructandmanipulate wordsintoseveralordersinorder toformparticular
reasoning,itcanbeconcludedthatspeechownsreasonableaspecttomakethespeakers

areableto construct andorganizethe words within in order to statethe meaning.

One ofthefocusesinconstructingspeechistheactiontoorganizethe statements in
various orders. In theprocess of forming thestatements, Halliday
(2003:68)statedthatthere are theme,whatisbeingtalkedabout,andrheme,thepart within
sentencethat contributes the topic as an ideaof sentencebygiving comment or
support,whichactasthepointofthewordsorganization.Fromthosestatementsabove, theme

canbe definedasthemessage of sentencewhilerheme isthecommenttothe theme.



In  analyzingthatstatementscanbetakenas  aconsiderationtogathermeaning,
aspeechischosentogivedetailedanalysis. Thedecisiongoesfor-l HaveaDream”
byMartinLutherKingJr.asitwasnominatedinAmericanRhetoric* “Top100
Speeches.”In  fact, “IHaveaDream”isranked firstoutofthosetophundredspeeches
intwentiethcentury.MartinLuther  King(henceforthiscalledasMLK)  deliveredthis
speechatthe  stepsof  theLincolnMemorialin ~ Washington,D.C.BesidesMLK,as
citedinLischer’sworks,wasa prominent African-Americanclergyman, acivilrights
leaderand aNobel laureate. As apolitical leaderin theCivil Rights Movement and as a
modestpreacher inaBaptistchurch,MLKhasevolvedandmatured acrossthespan of

alifecut short.

Basedonthefactorsthatmake ~ theme  andrhemebecomeimportantinediting
orproducingtheeffectivenessofspeechabove,ananalysistothethemeandrheme IS
importanttobe  conducted.Indeed,thiskindof researchwilloffersome  contributions
relatedtolinguisticsstudy ingeneralandthemeandrhemeinparticular.Asfarasthe
researcher’sconcern, researchesthatanalyzethemeandrheme inMartinLutherKing Jr.
speech “I Havea Dream”are stilldifficulttofind.Mostof theresearchesonthis
speechareusuallyin terms of politics or rhetoric.Hence, thisresearch, atwhich made to
analyzetheme and rheme, is different and offers contribution in thefield of

pragmatics ordiscourseanalysis.



1.2. Statements ofProblem

Thebackgroundofstudy aboveportraysaccumulatedviewsthatleadintoa
formulationof statementsof problembelow.Asthe resultof those, statementsof problem

forthis studyareformed to the questions in matterof,

1.2.1. HowarethestatementsinMartinLutherKing,Jr’sSpeech*“lhavea

dream” thematized?

1.2.2. WhatarethepossibleintendedmeaningsofthethematizationsinMartin

Luther King, Jr’s Speech*“lhaveadream”?

1.3. Objectives ofthe Study

Afterformulatingthe statementsof problemasabove,the researcherarranged the

objectives in theformof thesebelow statements,

1.3.1. TofindandanalyzehowstatementsinthesentencesofMartinLuther

King, Jr’s Speech “IHaveaDream”arethematized.

1.3.2. To find and analyze what the possible intended meanings of the

thematizationinMartinLutherKing,Jr’sSpeech*“IHaveaDream”are.



1.4. Significanceofthe Study
Thisresearcharrangesthisstudyasoneofreferencestohelptheotherlinguistic
researcherswhoaregoingtoarrangeastudyrelatedtotheanalysisofthemeandrheme,
atwhichthoseareone  ofthemajor  topicsinpragmaticsanddiscourse  analysis.Upon
arrangingthisstudy,theresearcherwantstoshowanalternativeway toanalyzea
discoursetext,inthiscaseisaspeechofMLK,whichismostly abouttherhetorical
point. Thealternativepointthat theresearchertakesisaboutanalyzingthediscourse
textthroughtheway ofthesentence’sorganizationwithin. Theresearcherrefersthis

organization ofthe sentence as thematsation.

1.5. ScopeandLimitation

Thisresearchscopesitsanalysisintothematter ofthemeandrhemeandhow thoseare
thematizedinthesentence. Thisresearchislimitedtotheanalysisofthe thematization on the

utteranceof MartinLuther King’s Speech “IHaveaDream”.

1.6. DefinitionofKey Terms

1.6.1. Theme
InthestatementofHallidayandSteedman,ascitedby Schiffinetal
(200:804),in“TheHandbookofDiscourseAnalysis”,thedefinitionoftheme is

asserted as,

“Informationstructuredealswith:(1)whataspeakerconveysasbeingthe

topicundercurrentdiscussionand,consequently,hisorhercontributionto



thattopic(themevs.rheme),and(2)whataspeakertakestobeincontrast with things

a hearer isorcan beattending to(focus vs.background)”

InanotherlineHalliday,ascitedin Paltridge’sbook(2006,p.145),
claimsthatthedefinitionofthemecomestothe elementwhichservesasthe
pointofdeparture ofthemessage;hence itintroducestheterminformation
prominence,orthematized,intotheclause.Based onthoseviewsabove,itcan

beconcludedthatthemeiswhatisservedastheideaandaffected by anevent under a
specific discussion.ltcanalsobe statedthattheme worksasthe main issue ina

peculiar discussionandexperiencesa change asthe resultof precedingevent.

1.6.2. Rheme

Palridge(2006:146)statedthattherheme whattheclause hastosay
aboutthethemeor the topic.MathesiusinBrownandYule(1983:126-127)
statedthatrheme iseverythingelsethatfollowsinthe sentence whichconsists of

whatthespeaker  statesabout,orinregard to, the starting pointofthe

utterance.Accordingtothosestatementsabove, itispossible todefinerheme
asthegivenstatementthatbringscontributionorvaluetothetopicasthefocus of
adiscussion.

1.6.3. Thematization
BrownandYule in “Discourse Analysis” (1988:133) discussedthe

definitionofthematisationasa‘discoursal’processinorganizingunitslarger



thanthesentenceinlinearpositionwhichcontainsinterpretationofcumulative
development. Brown and Yule preferred to say ‘staging’ rather than
‘thematisation’asitismore generalandinclusiveterm.ltisbelievedthatthe
existenceof*staging’devicesisimportant and crucial foritsfunctionto

influencethe processof interpretation and subsequent recall.

1.7. Previous Study

Inthe processof analyzingthe thematizationin “l HaveaDream”, the
researcheralsoconsidersseveralpreviousstudiesthatare relatedtotheanalysisof
thematization.Amongseveralstudies,theresearcherpicksastudy ofMariaMartinez
Lirola,astudentfromUniversity ofAlicanteandResearchFellow,Departmentof
Linguistics,University of SouthAfricaasonereferencetotheanalysisof
thematization. ThestudyofMariaMartinezLiroladealtwiththereflectionofthemain
syntacticprocessesofthematizationinEnglishinAlanPaton’sPlay Sponono.Inthis
study,Maria analyzedhowtheauthorof Spononoemphasizedthefeelingsand
thoughtsofthemaincharactersdue  totheuseofthematizationprocessesintheplay.  The
paper ofMaria MartinezLiroladiscussedhowAlan Patoncreateda  socialreality
throughouttherecurrentuseofthese processes.Inthesame  way,these syntactic

processescontributed to thevividness of the play.

Asonereference,theresearcherfoundoutthatMaria’sstudy sharesthesame
pointofanalysisthatistheusageofthematization.BothofMaria’sandtheresearcher’s

studyanalyzethefunction of thematization throughout several media.Thedifferences



lieonthemediathatisusedtoobservethefunctionofthematization.InMaria’sstudy;, the
functionof  thematizationisobservedthrougha  Drama,Sponono,inorder  togive
emphasisof the feelingsandthoughtsfromthe maincharacterswhile inthe researcher’s
study, the function ofthematization isobserved through aSpeech,I Have
aDream,inorder todetermine the possible intendedmeaningof the author, Martin

Luther King.



