
 
 

 

CHAPTERIV 
 

 
 

ANALYSIS ANDFINDINGS 
 
 

Inthischapter,itisthestatementsoftheproblemfromChapterI thatareusedas 

theobjectoftheanalysis.Thischapterisdonetoruntheanalysisandfindingsinregard to 

descriptivelyanswer thestatements of theproblem based on the theoriesmentioned in 

previous chapter. Hence, this chapterdiscusses the analysison the statements of the 

problem,thatare(1)HowaretheutterancesinthespeechofMartin LutherKingJr.,I 

HaveaDreamthematizedand(2) Whatarethepossibleintended meaningsof thematization 

in thespeech of MartinLutherKing Jr.,IHaveaDream. 

 
4.1.1.   DatumI 

 

 
 

“Fivescore yearsago, a greatAmerican,in whosesymbolicshadowwestand 
 

today, signed theEmancipation Proclamation.”(Paragraph 2, line 1) 
 

 
A.       Thematization 

 

 
 

AccordingtoHalliday‟sview (2000:34),themeactsasthemessage in 

thestructureofaclause.Itistheelementthatthespeakerselectsfor„grounding‟ 

whatisgoingtobesaid.Itmeansthatthemessageofasentenceorutteranceis 

giveninthethemetointroducewhattopicaspeakerwantstosay.Theposition 

ofthetheme canbe varyingwithina sentence orutterance.Itreliesonthe 

speakerawarenesstoselectwhichparticularelementwithintheclausethatis



 

madeasthepointofmessage.AsstatedbyHalliday(2003:190)thattheclause, 

inthisfunction,isorganizedasamessage;soinadditiontoits structurein 

transitivityandinmood,italsohasstructureasamessage,whatisknownasa 

“thematic”structure.It means that theoption for selecting aparticular element as 

theme can bethe matter ofpersonal aspect of thespeaker. 

 

Inthe utteranceabove,the position ofFivescoreyearsagowas onthe 

beginningorthefrontofthesentence.Naturally,theclausessuchasFivescore 

yearsagowere onthe endpartof the sentence asitsfunctionasprepositional 

phrase.Inthe view ofMichael Swaninhisbook“PracticalEnglishUsage 

ThirdEdition” (2005:503) the definitionof topicalizationor „fronting‟ was 

statedasan actiontomove a partofa clause tothe beginninginorder togive special 

emphasis. As theposition ofthisclausewas in thefront position,itcan be 

classified that this utterancefollows the form oftopicalization. 

 

Asfor thetypeofthethemeitself,itcanbestatedthatthetypeofthe theme 

forthisutterance ismarkedtheme. Followingthe definitionofmarked themeby 

Halliday (1994:44)which mentionedthatthemostcommonformof markedtheme 

isadverbialgroup(e.g.today,suddenly,etc.)orprepositional 

group(e.g.atnight,inthecorner,etc.)whilethemostlikely formis 

complement.(e.g.natureinnatureIloved),itispossibletoclassify thatthe typeof 

thethemein thisutteranceis marked. Another consideration to classify 

Fivescoreyearsagoasmarkedthemeisbyviewingthatthetypeofwhichis



 

unnaturaltoappearincommonEnglishgrammarsinceaprepositionalphrase 

commonlyappears in theend ofasentence. 

 
B.ThePossible IntendedMeaning 

 

 
 

Followingtheprinciple oftopicalization,itcanbeinferredthatMLK tried 

togiveboldemphasistotheclauseFive scoreyearsagoasthemessage of the 

clause.Grimes, ascited byBrown and Yule(1983, 134-135),stated that 

thepointofdepartureinevery clause,sentence,paragraph,episodeand discourse 

canbe organizedthrougha particularelement.Itmeansthatthe organizationof 

thoseelementscanbemanipulatedtocreatespecific prominenceto someitems and 

events. Following theviewabove, itis possible tostatethatthepointof 

departureoftheaboveutterancewasaboutthetimeat which amonumental moment 

happened which was about a hundredyears ago. Itwasmanipulated 

byMLK,asitwasbroughttothefrontpositionorthrough 

topicalization,toshowthattherewasastrongemphasistowardstheclauseFive score 

years ago. 

 
BystatingtheclauseFivescoreyearsagoatfirst,MLKwantedtobring 

theaudiencesbacktothemomentofthesigningofEmancipationProclamation and 

later connect thesituation back therewith thesituation MLK deliveredthe 

speech.Through positioningthatclause tothe front,itcanbestatedthatMLK 

intentionallysaidthattheEmancipationProclamation,whichAbrahamLincoln 

hadsignedlongtimeago,gavetheNegronochangeatall.Itwassincea



 

hundredyears agothatthe Negro gotnoimprovementregardingtheir lifeand 

rightswhereastheEmancipation Proclamationwasbuiltfor thefreedom of all 

American,includingtheNegro.Itcanbe possibletosee thatMLKtriedtosay 

thattherehavebeenahundredyearselapsedyettheProclamationisbutapiece of 

paperforthe Negro. 

 
4.1.2.   Datum2 

 
 

“Butonehundredyearslater,theNegrostillisnotfree.”(Paragraph3,line 
 

1) 
 

 
A.       Thematization 

 
Intheutteranceabove,itcanbe seenthattheclauseButone hundred 

yearslaterismovedtothevery frontpositionofthesentence.Innatural 

structure,suchclauseislocated inthe endpartofa sentenceasitsfunctionas 

prepositionalphrase.IntheviewofHalliday (2003:191)theoptionforputting a 

particular elementof asentenceor utteranceinfirstpositionintheclause 

appearedasaresultthatthereisadefiniteawarenessofthemeaningexpressed. 

Itmeansthat MLK,inthisutterance,wasawarethatthemeaningofBut one hundred 

yearslaterisimportanthenceMLKexpressed theclauseatthefirst position. 

Asthepositionofthisclauseisinthefront position,itcanbe classified 

thatthisutterance followsthe formof topicalization.Itrefers tothe view of 

MichaelSwaninhisbook“PracticalEnglishUsageThirdEdition”(2005:503) 

thatstatedthedefinitionoftopicalizationor„fronting‟asanactionofmoving



 

apartof aclausetothebeginninginordertogive specialemphasis.Theabove 

statementcanbe summarizedintotheexplanationthatthefrontclause has special 

and strong emphasisin theutterancethan other clauses. 

The type of theabove theme isconsideredasmarkedtheme.Itmeans 

thatthethemeisnotcommonlyorganizedinsuchwayinthestandardEnglish 

grammar.Forbeingaprepositionalphrase,Butonehundredyears latershould 

bearrangedmostly intheendpositionofasentence.Itisdifferentinthis 

utteranceatwhichButone hundred yearslaterwas arrangedinthe front position 

whereas itis not common. 

 

 

B.       ThePossible IntendedMeaning 
 

 
 

Intopicalization,asstatedby Borsley (2003:25),thethemeisinthe frontof a 

sentence asthe effectof movementfor somekindof emphasis.At someoccasions, 

„fronting‟ alsomove the mainnew informationtothe endof 

sentence.Followingtheviewoftopicalization,it canbestatedthat MLKtried 

togiveButonehaundredyearslaterasthemessage oftheutterance.After 

viewingthe utteranceabove,itcanbeseenthatMLKstressedthe maintopic 

bypositioningitinfrontofthesentence.ItcanbestatedthatthereasonofMLK 

doingsowastoemphasize thepointofhisutterance inthetermofthetime passedby 

sinceahundredyearsago.MLKcontinuedhisutterancetothe 

statementthat„theNegrostillisnot free.‟Inthepreviousparagraphofthe 

speech,itwaswrittenthatthesigningoftheEmancipationProclamation,that



 

has happened five scoreyears ago, was considered to bringthe lightof hopeto 

theNegroslaves,butMLKstatedinthisparagraphthecontrastbysaying “But 

onehundredyearslater,theNegrostillisnotfree.”Itispossibletodefinethat 

thetopicoftheutterance,alongwiththeremainingparts,meansthattherehave 

beenyearshadgone since thesigningof theEmancipationProclamationbutit had 

brought nothing to the Negro,who was still being slaves. 

 

Inthisparagraph,MLKalsosaidthattheNegroslaveswere stillnot 

free.Furthermore,MLKemphasizedthat, by positioningtheclause„Butone 

hundred years later‟ in thefront, theEmancipation Proclamation had given no 

changeatalltotheNegroslaves.Itwassupportedby thefollowingstatement 

thatsaidtheNegroslavesremainedasthey wereatthetimetheEmancipation 

Proclamationsignedorevenfarmorebeyondthat.Itwaslaterinthisparagraph, 

theclause„Butonehundredyearslater‟,wasrepeatedmorethanoncetoshow 

thatKingwasveryconcerntothepointthattheEmancipationProclamation 

shownnoeffecttotheNegroslavesdespite thefactithadbeenrunningmore than a 

centuryago. 

 
4.1.3.   Datum3 

 

 
 

“Whenthearchitectsofourrepublicwrotethemagnificentwordsofthe 

 
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a 

 

promissorynote to whicheveryAmerican was to fallheir.”(Paragraph 4, line 
 

1)



 

A.       Thematization 
 

 
 

IntheviewofHalliday (2003:191)theoptionforputtingaparticular 

elementofa sentence orutteranceinfirstpositionintheclauseappearedasa 

resultthatthereisadefiniteawarenessofthemeaningexpressed. Itmeansthat 

MLK,inthisutterance,was aware thatthe meaningofWhenthearchitectsof our  

republic  wrote  the  magnificent  words  of  the  Constitution   and 

theDeclarationofIndependenceisimportanthenceMLKexpressedtheclause atthe 

firstposition.Asfor puttingthe clausenowinthe front,itcanbe stated that this 

clauseundergoesthe principleoftopicalization.Inthe view ofRobert 

D.Borsley(2003:25),topicalizationisstatedasthemovementofanexpression 

tothefrontofasentenceforsomekindofemphasis.Thepositionoftheclause Whenthe 

architectsofourrepublic wrotethe magnificentwordsofthe Constitutionand 

theDeclarationofIndependenceshowsthatitwastheinitial context that MLK 

wanted to sayin the clause. 

After identifyingthethematization,itispossibletodefine thetypeof 

thetheme for theclause.The type oftheabove themeisconsideredasmarked 

theme.Itmeansthatthethemeisnotcommonlyorganizedinsuchway inthe standard 

Englishgrammar. For beingaprepositionalphrase,Whenthe architectsofour 

republicwrotethemagnificentwordsoftheConstitution and 

theDeclarationofIndependenceshouldbearrangedmostlyintheendposition of a 

sentence.ItisdifferentinthisutteranceatwhichWhenthearchitectsof our  republic  

wrote  the  magnificent  words  of  theConstitution  and



 

theDeclarationofIndependencewasarrangedinthefrontpositionwhereasit is 

notcommon. 

 
B.       ThePossible IntendedMeaning 

 

 
 

Followingtheprinciple oftopicalization,itcanbeinferredthatMLK 

triedtogivestrongawarenesstotheclause Whenthearchitectsofourrepublic 

wrotethe magnificentwordsofthe ConstitutionandtheDeclarationof 

Independenceasthe message pointoftheclause.One ofrestrictions,whicha 

speakerorwriterfaceswhile producinganutterance orstatement,asstatedby 

Brownand Yule(1983:125),isabout the „linearisationproblem‟.Itmeans that 

thespeakerorwriterhasadifficultytoorganizethestatementorutterance.The 

problemliesonthedecisionofchoosingabeginningpointsincethispoint has a 

contribution to influencethe interpretation of elements that follows within. 

 
ItcanbestatedthatMLK,throughtheclauseWhenthearchitectsofour 

republicwrotethemagnificentwordsoftheConstitutionand theDeclaration 

ofIndependence,wantedtoassertthetimeoftheday atwhichthespeechis 

deliveredtobetheinitialcontextoftheclause.ThepositionoftheclauseWhen 

thearchitectsofourrepublic wrotethemagnificentwordsoftheConstitution 

andtheDeclarationof Independencegivesthecontributiontothe meaningof 

theclauseasitgivesasensethatwhatMLKstatedinthisclauseis about what 

happensattheday theexpertpeoplearrangedtheConstitutionandthe Declaration 

ofIndependence.



 

Sinceitwasthethemeoftheutterance,itundergoesspecialemphasis 

toshowthatMLKwasawarethattheclauseWhenthearchitectsofourrepublic 

wrotethe magnificentwordsofthe ConstitutionandtheDeclarationof 

Independencehasthe potentialtobe the initialcontextofthe utterance.In 

sayingthatclauseatfirst,MLKtriedtosay thattheConstitutionandthe 

DeclarationofIndependencewasarrangedby expertpeopleinhopethatit 

wouldworktothelifeof allAmerican. It canbestatedthatMLKtriedtopoint 

outthatthemomentthose notesweresignedshouldbecomethe momentto 

changethe currentconditionwithintheAmerica.Throughthesigningmoment 

ofthosenotes,MLKwantedtosay thatevery peopleinAmericawouldhave 

thesamelife,rightsanddemocracy.Itbecomesimportantfor itisconsidered the 

starting point at which the Negro‟s lifewouldbebetter than before. 

 
4.1.4.   Datum4 

 

 
 

“Itisobvioustoday  thatAmericahasdefaultedonthispromissorynote, 
 

insofar as her citizens ofcolor are concerned.”(Paragraph 4, line 6) 
 
 

A.       Thematization 
 
 

Andrew Carnie(2002:87) stated thedefinition of„clefting‟ as an action 

involvingonputtingachainofwordsbetween“Itwas(orItis)”and“athat” 

atthebeginningofthesentence.IntheviewofMichaelSwan(2005:106),cleft 

sentencewasseenasasentencethatputsthespecialemphasisintoonepart,the 

subjectortheobject,byorganizingthesentenceintoastructurewithitorwhat.



 

Itcanbe concludedthatthe„clefting‟indicatesthe emphasisofa clause by 

puttingitorwhatbeforetheparticularelementwithintheclauseorontheother word, 

itis predicated. 

 
ItreferstoHalliday‟sview(2003:58)whichasserted„cleftsentences‟ 

as„predicatedtheme‟. It meansthatthethemeofthesentenceisintheposition 

ofpredication.Beingpredicated,itmeansthatthe clauseItisobvioustoday becomes 

thenews‟valueof theutterance. Sincethewayof emphasizing a unit 

bygivingadifferenttoneorintonationinwritingisunreachable,predicationis 

consideredasaway ofemphasizingasitdirectsthereadertothepointofa clause 

inwriting.Inregard tothosedefinitionsabove,thisutterance couldbe 

statedasfollowingtheprinciple of cleftsentences.The theme intheabove 

utteranceispossibletogoforItisobvioustodayafterrealizingthatthesentence 

undergoescleftprocess.Asfor the type of the theme,itcanbe statedthatitis 

unmarkedtheme foritisinthefirstpositionofthe theme.Unmarkedtheme 

meansthatthetypeofthethemeisnaturalinthestandardEnglishgrammar. In 

theaboveutterance,sinceitwascommonly recognizedtobeinthefront positionof a 

clauseasother pronoungroup thenitcanbe concluded tobethe unmarked theme. 

 
B.ThePossible IntendedMeaning 

 

 
 

Byapplyingpredication,itenablesawritertodirectareadertointerpret the 

information structure in intended way. Through this utterance, MLK



 

directlypointedtheaudience‟sinterpretationtothemainpointofclauseinItis 

obvioustodayandtonothingelse.Throughthisthematisation,itcould be 

inferredthatMLKputthemainconcentrationoftheutteranceintotheclauseIt 

isobvioustoday.Byapplyingthecleftformationinthisutterance,MLKwanted tosay 

thatitwasobviousandnoonecoulddenythefactthatisstatedwithin the rheme.On 

the otherword,MLK statedthefactthatAmerica hadnever 

appliedtheEmancipationProclamationtoreality andMLKwantedtosay that 

itwasobviousthatthepromisewithinthe Proclamationwasneverbe applied to 

theNegro as the part of American citizen. 

 
InstatingÍt is obvious today atfirst, MLKillustrated that thecondition 

isobviousandundoubtedfor theNegrothatAmericahas neverappliedthe 

Emancipation Proclamation sincethe signing dayuntil thedayMLK delivered 

thespeech.Itispossibletosay thattheeffortMLKhadtakenby formingthe utterance 

inthisorganizationwastomake suretheNegro thatAmericahad 

nevercarriedouttheEmancipationProclamation.By positioningtheclauseIt 

isobvioustodayat thebeginning,MLKemphasizesthattheNegrocanseethe 

conditionofthecurrentday atwhichthespeechisdeliveredastheobvious proofthat 

Americahas forgotten to run the Emancipation Proclamation.



 

4.1.5.   Datum5 
 

 
 

“Insteadofhonoringthissacredobligation,  AmericahasgiventheNegro 
 

peopleabadcheck,acheckwhichhascomebackmarked„insufficient funds.‟  
 

(Paragraph 4, line 8) 
 

 

A.Thematization 
 
 

Asthepositionof the themeisinthe front,itcanbe classifiedthatthis 

utterance followsthe formof topicalization.Itrefers tothe view of Michael 

Swaninhisbook “PracticalEnglishUsage ThirdEdition”(2005:503)that 

statedthedefinitionoftopicalizationor„fronting‟asamovementwhichplaces 

apartofaclausetothefrontinordertogivespecialandstrongemphasis. The above 

statementcanbe summarizedintotheexplanationthatthe frontclause 

hasspecialandstrongemphasisintheutterancethanotherclausesasaresult of a 

movement. Since the utterance followsthe principle of topicalization,the strong 

and special emphasisisinthe clauseInstead ofhonoring this sacred 

obligation.Thisclause isconsideredspecialwithinthe clausethanthe remaining,as 

itistopicalized, which gives awarenesstothe audiences thatthe 

utteranceismostlystartedwiththatclauseandismostly concerningwiththat 

clausetoo. 

After identifyingthethematization,itispossibletodefine thetypeof 

thetheme for theclause.The type oftheabove themeisconsideredasmarked 

theme.Itmeansthatthethemeisnotcommonlyorganizedinsuchway inthe standard 

English grammar. For being a prepositional phrase, Instead of



 

honoringthissacredobligationshouldbearrangedmostly intheendposition 

ofasentence.Itisdifferentinthisutteranceat whichInsteadofhonoring this sacred 

obligationwas arranged in thefront position whereas itisnotcommon. 

 
B.       ThePossible IntendedMeaning 

 
 

Followingtheprinciple oftopicalization,itcanbeinferredthatMLK tried 

togive strong emphasistothe clauseInstead ofhonoring this sacred 

obligationasthemessageoftheclause.Grimes,ascited by BrownandYule 

(1983,134-135),statedthatthestartingpointofmessageinevery clause, 

sentence,paragraph,episodeanddiscourse canbe organizedthrougha 

particularelement.Itmeansthatthe elementswithina clausecanbe 

manipulatedtocreatespecificprominence tosomeitemsandeventsthrough various 

organization orthematisation. Following the viewabove, itispossible tostate 

thatthemainmessage oftheaboveutterance was abouttheactionthat 

AmericahastakenconcerningtheapplicationofEmancipationProclamation. 

Itwasmanipulated byMLK,asitwasbroughttothefrontpositionorthrough 

topicalization,toshowthatthere wasa strong emphasistowardstheclause Instead 

of honoring this sacred obligation. 

In this paragraph, the clauseInstead ofhonoring this sacred obligation 

is proposed in thebeginning ofthe sentence. Byforming the clausein thevery 

front position of thesentence, MLK tried to emphasizethat Americahas given 

norespecttotheEmancipationProclamation.Intheaboveclause,MLKwanted to 

proposethat the actions that Americahas takenwerein contrast towardsthe



 

contentofEmancipationProclamation.MLKtriedtosaythatAmericahas given 

theEmancipation adisgracefor not honoring the note as asacred one. 

 
4.1.6.   Datum6 

 

 
 

“Nowisthetimetomakerealthepromisesofdemocracy.”(Paragraph6,line 
 

3) 
 
 

A. Thematization 
 

 
 

Intheutterance above,itcanbe seenthattheclausenowismovedto thevery 

frontpositionofthesentence.In naturalstructure,suchclauseis 

locatedintheendpartofasentenceasitsfunctionasapreposition.Intheview 

ofHalliday(2003:191)theoptionforputtingaparticularelementofasentence 

orutterance infirstpositionintheclauseappearedasa resultthatthereisa 

definiteawarenessof the meaningexpressed.ItmeansthatMLK, inthis 

utterance,was aware thatthe meaningofnowisimportanthence MLK 

expressedtheclauseatthefirstposition.Asfor puttingtheclausenowinthe 

front,itcanbestatedthatthisclause undergoestheprincipleoftopicalization. Itrefers 

totheview ofMichael Swaninhisbook“PracticalEnglishUsage 

ThirdEdition”(2005:503)whichstatedthedefinitionoftopicalizationor 

„fronting‟as an actionto organizeapartofa clausetothebeginningforgiving 

specialemphasis.Intheabove utterance,itcanbe statedthatthe messageof the 

clauseis expressed inthe clause now.



 

After discoveringthe identificationof the thematization,the type of 

theme inthisutterance isalsoidentifiedtoo.Asfornow,itisconsideredas marked 

theme.It is considered as marked themesinceitis unnatural forakind 

ofclausetoappearinthefrontpositioninstandardEnglishgrammar.Thiskind of 

clause isrealizedaspartof prepositionalgrouphence itisexpectedto be in 

theendofaclause.Beingamarkedtheme,itmeansthatnowprovidesunnatural 

organization ofwords in the aboveutterance. 

 
B.       ThePossible IntendedMeaning 

 

 
 

Followingtheprinciple oftopicalization,itcanbeinferredthatMLK 

triedtogivestrongawarenesstotheclausenowasthemessage pointofthe clause.One 

of restrictions,whicha speaker or writer faceswhileproducingan 

utteranceorstatement,asstatedbyBrownandYule(1983:125),isaboutthe 

„linearisationproblem‟.Itmeansthatthespeakerorwriterhasadifficulty to 

organizethestatement orutterance.Theproblemlieson thedecisionof choosinga 

beginningpointsince thispoint hasacontributiontoinfluencethe interpretationof 

elementsthatfollowswithin.Itcanbe statedthatMLK, 

throughtheclausenow,wantedtoassertthetimeofthedayatwhichthespeech 

isdeliveredtobe theinitialcontextoftheclause.The positionoftheclause 

nowgivesthecontributiontothemeaning of theclause asitgivesa sense that 

whatMLKstatedinthisclauseisaboutwhathappensattheday thespeechis 

delivered.



 

Inthecasethatnowispositionedinthefront,itis possibletoconclude 

thatnowiswhatMLKwantedtheaudiencetoaware.Thefactthatitwasfronted 

hasalsobroughttheinterpretationthatMLKhas specialinterestinmentioning the 

clausenowin thefirst position.Itcan bestated that MLK triedto point out 

thatitisstartingfromtheday thespeechisdelivered,anactiontomakea 

realizationofdemocracy hasemerged.Itcanbestatedthat MLK wasaware 

thattheday atwhichthespeechisdeliveredistherighttimefortheNegroto 

startrealizingthedemocracy.Byemphasizingtheclausenow,itisalsopossible 

tosaythatthereisnoothertimeforrealizingthisdemocracyeitherthantheday at 

which thespeech is delivered. 

 
4.1.7.   Datum7 

 

 
 

“Intheprocessofgainingourrightfulplace, wemustnotbeguiltyofwrongful 
 

deeds”(Paragraph 8, line 2) 
 
 

A.       Thematization 
 

 
 

AccordingtoHalliday‟sview (2000:34),themeactsasthemessage in 

thestructureofaclause.Itmeansthatthemessageofasentenceorutteranceis 

giveninthethemetointroducewhattopicaspeakerwantstosay.Theposition 

ofthetheme isvariouswithina sentence orutterance.Itreliesonthespeaker 

awarenesstoselectwhichparticularelementwithinthe clause thatismade as the 

pointof message.Inthe above utterance,the speakerawarenessgoestoIn 

theprocessofgainingourrightfulplace.Asforbeingthespeakerawareness,



 

itmeansthattheclause undergoesstronginterestorspecialemphasisrather than the 

remainingclause.Theaboveutterance showsthatthe speaker 

awarenessisshowninthefrontpositionoftheclausehenceitispossibletosay 

thattheclause followsthe principle of topicalization.IntheviewofRobertD. 

Borsley(2003:25),topicalizationisstatedasthemovementofanexpression to 

thefrontofasentenceforsomekindofemphasis.ThepositionoftheclauseIn the 

processofgainingourrightfulplaceshowsthatitwasthe initialcontext that MLK 

wanted to sayin the clause. 

 
 

After discoveringthethematization,thetype of the theme becomesthe 

attention.The theme inthisutterance isIntheprocessofgainingourrightful 

place.Itisconsideredasmarkedthemesinceitisapartofprepositionalgroup. 

Besidesthiskindof group isunnaturalinstandard Englishgrammar foritis 

commonlyappearedintheendofaclause.Beingamarkedtheme,itmeansthat itis 

less expected to seethat kind oftypein thefront position of a clause. 

 
B.       ThePossible IntendedMeaning 

 

 
 

Grimes,citedinBrownandYule (1983:134) stated thatthe linear 

organizationisabletobemanipulatedorformedtogivesomeitemsandevents a 

greater prominence thanothers.Thismanipulationor organizationprovides 

theinitialclauseanimportantmeaningandsupply thatclausewiththe remaining 

clause.In theaboveutterance,In theprocess ofgaining our rightful 

placeactsastheinitialclausehenceitprovidestheimportanteventofthe



 

utterance. ItisfrontedastheresultofmanipulationthatMLKhasdoneinorder 

toawaretheaudiencethattheclauseIntheprocessofgainingourrightfulplace is 

thepointof what MLKtried to state. 

 
ItcanbestatedthatMLKwantstoidentifythattheprocessofwhichthe 

Negrowalksontogetthe rightsback isthe importanteventsoftheclause. Thus, itis 

possible to saythat MLK hasan intention to notethat the process of 

acquiringtherightsisthemainobjectivesthattheNegromustworkonfirst. In 

positioningtheclauseIntheprocessofgainingourrightfulplaceatfirst,itcan 

bestatedtoo thatMLKwas aware that the process of obtaining therightsback 

isimportanttotheNegrosinceitwassuchalongtimefortheNegrotowaitfor gaining 

the rights back. 

 
4.1.8.   Datum8 

 

 
 

“Continuetoworkwiththefaiththatunearnedsuffering  isredemptive.” 
 

(Paragraph 11, line 6) 
 

 
 

A.       Thematization 
 

 
 

In thisutterance, thethemeisconstructedinvolvingtheorganizationof a 

clausebeforean „is/are‟andthe remainingclause after.After viewingthe formof 

organization,itcanbeconcludedthatthisutterance followsthe principle of pseudo-

cleftor preposing. For „preposing‟ (alsocalledpseudo- 

clefting),Carnie(2003:87)definedthatasanactioninvolvingonputtingthe



 

stringofwords beforean „is/are‟whator„is/are‟ whoatthe frontofthe sentence. 

Preposing isdefined asthematicequative, inHalliday‟sview (2000:42). 

Itisusedto expresstheTheme-Rhemestructureinsuchawayasto 

allowfortheThemetoconsistof anysubsetof the elementsoftheclause.It 

meansthatthetopicnolongercontainstheclauseofthemessagealonebutalso 

containspartofthe wholeclause ofthesentence within.Inother meaning, thematic 

equative bringsthe identificationof whatthe theme isalongwiththe 

identificationofrhemeoritmakesboth ofthoseinequalposition.Inthe 

utteranceabove,itcanbe seenthatContinue towork withthe faiththat unearned 

sufferingis on equativeposition withredemptive. 

 

After discoveringthethematizationthatundergoesthe utterance,thetypeof 

thethemeisalso identified tosupportthe analysis. Following the discovery 

ofthethematization,itcanbestatedthatthetypeofthethemeis marked. The type of 

thistheme isconsideredasmarkedtheme,itreferstothe viewof 

Halliday(1994:44)thatdescribesthedefinitionofmarkedtheme asan 

unusualtheme thatisputintothepositionof the subject.Beingunusual,it 

meansthatthetypeofthethemeisnotcommonly organizedinthecommon grammar 

ofalanguage. 

 

 

B.       ThePossible IntendedMeaning 
 
 

 

Inthe above utterance,the clauseContinue towork withthe faiththat 

unearnedsufferingisputinthefirstposition.BrownandYule(1983:143)assert



 

thatthematicorganizationseemstoundergosuchexploitationby speakersor writers 

togive astructural framework for thediscoursethat hasarelation back tothe 

mainmessage andprovidesa perspective onwhatfollows.Thus,itis 

naturaltoputtheeventthathappenedfirstbeforethe eventwhichfollowedit. 

Besides,itappearsverylikely thatthereareotherrestrictionsinthetermof 

orderingofdiscourse‟stypewhich are notsimplyformedasa sequenceof 

eventsintime. VanDijk,citedinBrown andYule (1983:145)suggeststhat 

perceptualsalience determinestheidentificationof statesof affairshencethe 

moresaliententity willbementionedfirst.Basedonthoseviewsabove,itcan 

beconcludedthattheclauseContinuetowork withthe faiththatunearned 

sufferingappearstobeexploitedbyMLKinordertoidentifythatclauseasthe 

moreimportant entitywithin the clause. 

 
 

The „staging‟ofstatementsconcerningofwhatinformationisshown 

andhowtheinformationisthematiseddependsonthe type ofstatementsand 

theintentionsoftheauthorinwritingit.BrownandYule(1983:150)statedthat in 

mostdiscoursesthe basic elementswhich areorganized orthematisedare 

thoseprimary (contextual)featuresoftime,locationandaddresseethatare 

consideredearlierasaconstitutingpartof the topic framework. Themore 

formaltheletter, themore explicitistheinformationwithinthese thematised 

elements.Inthisutterance,MLK showsthatthe clauseContinue towork with the 

faith thatunearned sufferingis the concerning information oftheclause.It



 

meansthatMLKorganizedtheclauseinthefronttoexplicitlysaythatthis clauseis 

theimportant thing that the audienceshould know. 

 
 

In organizingtheclauseContinuetoworkwith thefaiththatunearned 

sufferingin thefirstposition,MLKtriedtosay thattheactionto continue 

workingwithfaithisimportanttoredeemwhatAmericahasgiventotheNegro. 

MLKtriedtoraisetheNegro‟smotivationandspirittochangetheconditionby 

continueworkingtherightsbackwithoutanyhesitationinordertoredeemwhat 

Americahas given to theNegro.Itcan bestatedthat theeffort MLKexploited 

theclauseContinue towork withthefaiththatunearnedsufferinginthefirst 

positionwasconsideredasanefforttomakethe Negrorealizethatthestruggle to gain 

the rights back is in top priority. 

 
4.1.9.   Datum9 

 

 
 

“OnedayrightthereinAlabama littleblackboysandblackgirls willbeable 
 

tojoinhandswithlittlewhiteboysandwhitegirlsassistersandbrothers.” 
 

(Paragraph 12, line 3) 
 
 

A.       Thematization 

 
Itcanbeseenthatthethemeforthisutteranceismanipulatedsothatits position 

isinthe frontposition.As the position of the themeisinthefront,it 

canbeconsideredthatthisclausefollowstheprincipleoftopicalization.Robert 

D.Borsley (2003:25)statedthattopicalizationisthemovementofan 

expressiontothefrontofasentenceforsomekindofemphasis.Itmeansthat



 

the clauseOnedayrighttherein Alabamaundergoes emphasisas theresult of 

topicalization.InTheHandbook ofDiscourseAnalysis,Schiffrinet.al. 

accountedthattopicalizationdealswithapreposedconstituentother thanthe 

focusandholdsmultiplepitchaccents: atleastoneonthepreposedconstituent (the 

onethatisbeingtopicalized)andatleastoneonthenonpreposedfocus. (the 

remainingclause)Since accentuationisunreachableinwriting, 

topicalizationcomesasoneway toenableadirectpointofwhatelementthat 

undergoesthe highor differentpitch.Itcanbeconcluded thatthe clauseOne 

dayright therein Alabama appears tohavebeenmanipulated in order toshow 

that this clauseis themain attention ofthe clause. 

 

After discoveringthe thematizationprocess,thetypeofthetheme can 

beconcluded.Asfor thisutterance,thetypeofthemeisconsideredasmarked 

theme.Itappearsthatthiskindofthemeisnotcommonly recognizedin standard 

Englishgrammar.Itcanbe seenthatitisunnaturalfor thatkindof clause,for beinga 

prepositionalgroup,toemerge insuchposition.Itrefersto the view 

ofHalliday(1994:44) that describes thedefinitionof amarked theme as an 

unusual themethatis putin to the position of thesubject. Being unusual, 

itmeansthatthetypeofthethemeisnotcommonly organizedinthecommon 

grammar ofalanguage.



 

B.       ThePossible IntendedMeaning 
 

 
 

Upon referringtothe statementsof BrownandYule (1983:150), itcan be 

statedthatthematicorganizationseemsto undergo suchexploitationby speakers 

or writers to giveastructuralorganization forthe discoursethat has a relation 

back to themainmessageand provides aperspectiveonwhat follows. 

Themanipulationisintheformoforganizationofconstituentinto several 

movements,rather calledasthematization. For thisutterance,asstatedearlier, 

itappearsthattheclauseundergoesthetopicalization. Intopicalization,asVan Dijk 

stated, cited in Brown and Yule(1983:145)itissuggested that perceptual 

saliencedeterminestheidentificationofstatesof affairshencethemoresalient entity 

willbementionedfirst.ItmeansthattheclauseOnedayrighttherein Alabama acts as 

the mainattention ofthe clause. 

 
Uponfollowingtopicalization,itcanbestatedthatthemainattentionis 

inthefirstpositionof theclause.Itcanbe statedthatMLKgave strong 

emphasistothatclause henceitwasplacedandmanipulatedinthefront positionof 

the utterance.BrownandYule (1983:150) statedthatinmost 

discoursesthebasicelementswhichare organizedorthematisedare those primary 

(contextual)featuresoftime,locationandaddresseethatare considered earlieras  a 

constituting  part  ofthetopicframework. For this utterance,itispossibletosay 

thatMLKwasvery concerntoamomentin Alabama. Amomentin whichtheblack 

andwhitechildrencouldjoinhandsto 

eachothershouldbestartedinAlabama.ItmeansthatAlabamahasbecome



 

the starting pointoftherealization of thejoin handsbetween theNegroand 

America.DespitethefactthatMLKhasutteredpreviously inthisparagraph, 

MLKwasinhopethattherewastimeinAlabamaatwhichtheunityofAmerica could 

be started. 

 
4.1.10. Datum10 

 

 
 

“Withthisfaith, wewill beabletohewout ofthemountainofdespaira stone 
 

of hope.”(Paragraph 13,line1) 
 

 
A.       Thematization 

 

 
 

AccordingtoHalliday‟sview (2000:34),themeactsasthemessage in 

thestructureofaclause.Itmeansthatthemessageofasentenceorutteranceis 

giveninthethemetointroducewhattopicaspeakerwantstosay.Theposition 

ofthetheme isvariouswithina sentence orutterance.Itreliesonthespeaker 

awarenesstoselectwhichparticularelementwithinthe clause thatismade as 

thepointof message.Intheabove utterance,thespeakerawarenessgoesto 

Withthisfaith.Asforbeingthe speakerawareness,itmeansthattheclause undergoes 

stronginterest or special emphasisrather than the remaining clause. Since the 

awarenessisinthe front,it canbe statedthatthisutterancefollows 

theprincipleoftopicalization.RobertD.Borsley (2003:25)statedthat 

topicalizationisthemovementof anexpressiontothefrontof a sentencefor 

somekindofemphasis.Itmeansthatthe clauseWiththisfaith.undergoes emphasis 

as theresultoftopicalization.



 

After discoveringthe thematizationthatundergoesthisutterance,the 

typeofthethemeisneededtobeindetifiedtogivethefurther analysistowards 

thethematizationinthisutterance.Since theclauseWiththisfaith.Is 

manipulatedandplacedinthefrontposition, itcanbeseenthatthis clauseis 

thetheme.The typeofthisthemeis consideredasmarkedtheme,itrefersto 

theviewofHalliday(1994:44)thatdescribesthedefinitionofmarkedthemeas 

anunusualtheme thatisputintothe positionof the subject.Beingunusual,it 

meansthatthetypeofthethemeisnotcommonly organizedinthecommon grammar 

ofalanguage. 

 
 

B.       ThePossible IntendedMeaning 
 

 
 

Grimes,citedinBrownandYule (1983:134) statedthatthe linear 

organizationisabletobemanipulatedorformedtogivesomeitemsandevents a 

greater prominence thanothers.Thismanipulationor organizationprovides 

theinitialclauseanimportantmeaningandsupply thatclausewiththe 

remainingclause.Intheaboveutterance,Withthisfaithactsastheinitialclause 

henceitprovides theimportant event of the utterance.It is fronted as the result of 

manipulationthatMLK hasdone inorder toaware the audience thatthe 

clauseWiththisfaithisthe pointofwhatMLKtried tostate.Following the view 

above, itis possibleto state thatthe mainmessageoftheaboveutterance 

wasaboutthefaiththattheNegrocouldtakeasapower tosolvetheproblems 

thattheNegrohassuffered.ItwasmanipulatedbyMLK,asitwasbroughtto



 

thefrontpositionorthroughtopicalization,toshowthattherewasastrong emphasis 

towards the clauseWith this faith. 

 

Throughmanipulatingthe clauseWiththisfaithinthe front,itcanbe 

statedthatMLKwasaware thatthefaithto gaintherightsbacktotheNegro 

couldbecomethepower toraisetheNegro‟sspirit.ThroughemphasizingWith 

thisfaithinthefront,itispossibletosaythattheNegroisabletogainwhatthe 

NegrohaddreamtlongtimeagobybelievingthattheNegrocouldworkonit. 

Itisalsopossibletosay thatthefirstandimportantthingMLKwantedthe Negro 

istostartbelievingthatthe effort togainthe rightsbackisnot impossible. 


