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 CHAPTER IV 

 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

4.1. Immigrant in NOW Corpus 

 From the data that taken from NOW Corpus during Obama on January 20 

2009 to January 20 2017) and Trump‟s presidency from January 20, 2017 to the 

present time (May, 30 2018), the writer took the ten adjectives from both eras that 

collocate with the noun [immigrant]. Below are the results from the NOW Corpus 

during both Obama‟s and Trump‟s presidency: 

Figure 4.1. The tenth adjective Collocation of Obama’s Presidency 

 

 

Figure 4.2. The tenth adjective Collocation of Trump’s Presidency 
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4.2. The Differences between Obama’s and Trump’s Presidencies 

 After the results of the adjective collocation have already got, the writer mark 

them off into a table. The table below represents the data of both presidencies.  

 

Table 4.1 Adjective collocation of both presidencies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

 

 The words that written bold were the similar between both presidencies, while 

the words that were not in bold was the word that did not appeared on both era. The first 

column shows the adjective collocation during Obama‟s presidency and the second 

column shows the Trump‟s presidency and the data were taken from January 20
th

 2017 

to May 30
th

 2018. Although there is no significant difference between the words that is 

appear in the first column which shown the results of the corpus during Obama‟s 

presidency and the second column where Trump became the president, but still a 

different words appeared on them.  

 The table above showed the appearance of the different collocation as central on 

the first column and young that appeared in the second column and did not show up on 

the first column. Meanwhile, other nine words that appeared were the similar words. 

The words order of adjectival collocation toward [immigrant] was also different. The 

difference word order can be caused of how such words were commonly used for the 

topic of certain news.  

No. 
Obama’s Presidency 

(2009 – 2017) 

Trump’s Presidency 

(2017 – 2018) 

1. Illegal Undocumented 

2. Undocumented Illegal 

3. Mexican Young 

4. Legal Legal 

5. Unauthorized Other 

6. New Mexican 

7. Other Muslim 

8. Muslim New 

9. Central Unauthorized 

10. American American 
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 Either Obama‟s or Trump‟s presidency mostly discuss about illegal and 

undocumented [immigrant]. It can be seen on the table during Obama‟s presidency, the 

collocation of illegal and undocumented towards [immigrant] show up on the first and 

the second number. Meanwhile, the words order of illegal and undocumented on the 

second column, were the opposite of the same words that occurred on the previous era 

and made the collocation of undocumented appeared first and then continued by the 

adjective of illegal on the second number. The adjective of Mexican was on the third 

number of the first column but it decreased drastically to the sixth number on the second 

column and the third number on the second column was the adjective of young. Legal 

was on the forth number of both era. On the first and second column, the fifth number 

was unauthorized and other. The adjective of new was on the sixth number order during 

Obama‟s presidency and it decreased two numbers below on the eighth number of 

Trump‟s presidency. 

 The adjective of other this adjective increased two numbers on the second 

column from the seventh number to the fifth. Muslim collocation was one number ahead 

from the first column. Meanwhile, the collocations of central were on the ninth of the 

first column but it did not appear on the second column, as the collocation of young on 

the second column and the ninth of the second column were found the collocation of 

unauthorized. However, the collocation of America was on the tenth number during 

both Obama‟s era and Trump‟s era. 

 The similar adjective collocation as illegal, undocumented, Mexican, Legal, 

unauthorized, new, other, Muslim, and American from both presidencies. Meanwhile, 

the different collocation of central [immigrant] during Obama tends to be a good 

connotation than in Trump‟s presidency because there were many [immigrants] from 

the central America who came to the United States as a legal [immigrant]. Furthermore, 

the appearance of the word young tends to be a bad connotation towards [immigrant] 

because the huge number of the young [immigrant] who came to America illegally or they 

were born by an undocumented parents.  
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4.2.1. Immigrant during Obama’s presidency 

 The table below shows us the results of the adjective collocation 

towards the noun of [immigrant] that found from the NOW Corpus of the 

Obama‟s era 

 

Table 4.2. Adjective Collocation during Obama’s Presidency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The words Illegal and undocumented appeared on the top of the list of 

[immigrant] collocation during Obama‟s presidency. This happened since 

illegal and undocumented [immigrant] was the biggest problem of the United 

States according to the Brookings‟ research (2017) and both of them 

sometimes worried the government the fact that they did brutality and a 

criminal thing which made the policy of illegal [immigrant] mostly discussed 

and developed. The words illegal also mostly found they collocates with 

Mexican, which means there are many illegal [immigrants] that are coming 

from Mexican, see number 1 and 10 on the figure 4.3 the people from the 

country that directly adjacent with America. During Obama‟s era, illegal 

[immigrant] was not too discredited by the government since he permitted the 

illegal [immigrants] to stay in America with their children and he still allowed 

the young illegal [immigrant] to work in the United States.  

No. 
Obama’s Presidency 

(2009 – 2017) 

1. Illegal 

2. Undocumented 

3. Mexican 

4. Legal 

5. Unauthorized 

6. New 

7. Other 

8. Muslim 

9. Central 

10. American 
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Meanwhile, the results of the adjective collocation of undocumented 

towards [immigrants] found that five over ten news shown the appearance of 

the word undocumented on the two words before and the noun of [immigrant] 

followed by the nationalism of where those [immigrants] belong such as 

Ulghur, Chinese, Mexican, African, and Hispanic, see figure 4.5. Which 

means, these undocumented [immigrants] came from and they threatened to be 

deported. Obama was the American president who was famously labeled as the 

“deporter in chief” because has deported more than 2.5 million of the 

undocumented [immigrant] who are involved in crime by critics in the 

immigrant-rights community, see figure 4.6 (Marshall, 2016). Thus, during his 

Figure 4.4. The context of illegal [immigrant] quoted from dailycaller.com 

Figure 4.3. The results of illegal [immigrant] 



leadership he never found or said a bad thing towards undocumented 

[immigrant]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third number of [immigrant] collocation was Mexican [immigrant]. 

The collocation of Mexican [immigrant] was on the third number ordered 

during Obama‟s presidency, unlike Trump‟s era where the number position 

was decreased on the sixth number. As he labeled as the deporter in chief, 

Obama has deported more Mexican [immigrants] than any other presidents 

because they came to America illegally and most of them found doing crimes 

and bringing drugs to America, especially in Arizona where the Mexican 

[immigrant] attacked them from drugs and violence, see figure 4.7. The 

adjective collocation of Mexican [immigrant] did not treat discredited during 

Obama.  

Figure 4.6. The context of undocumented [immigrant] quoted from 

voanews.com 

Figure 4.5. The results of undocumented [immigrant] 
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Figure 4.7. The results of Mexican [immigrant]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.8.The context of Mexican [immigrant] quoted from dailycaller.com 

 

The fourth number occupied by the legal adjective collocation. Quoted 

from ABCNews (2014), by the first year of Obama‟s leadership, he promised 

that he would propose a legal status immigration changes by legalize around 11 

million of unauthorized, undocumented and illegal [immigrants] who first 

came to U.S. as children and still attending school, have graduated high school 

or have served in the military Congress. Even though he failed to get a 

comprehensive immigration reform at last. From his promised towards 

unauthorized [immigrants] by giving a legal status it concluded that legal 

[immigrant] was a good connotation of [immigrant]. 

 

 

    

 

  

 

Figure 4.9. The results of legal [immigrant] 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Under Obama‟s administration, the number of an unauthorized 

[immigrants] living in the United States was on the lowest level for the recent 

decade. According to the data that is taken from Pew Research Center (2017), 

the number of unauthorized [immigrants] in the United States stayed at the 

number of 11.1 million between the year of 2008 and 2014. Along the year of 

2008 to 2014, the unauthorized [immigrants] from Mexico decreased but those 

who came from other regions worldwide increased. Although the number of 

unauthorized [immigrants] decreased, Obama still imposed a deportation for 

them.  

 He deported several number of the unauthorized [immigrant] by made 

some immigration enforcement priorities of where they involved. According to 

Bipartisan Policy Center (2017) which recorded the differences in policies 

carried out by Obama and Trump, there are three priorities made by Obama to 

handle the problem of immigration during his era. The priority number one is 

the [immigrants] who were threated to national security, border security, and 

public safety; engaged in or suspected of terrorism or espionage, or who 

otherwise poses threat to national security; convicted gang members; appended 

at the border attempting to unlawfully enter the country; convicted of a felony 

(other than offenses related to person's immigration status) or aggravated 

felonies. Priority number 2 as follows: The misdemeanors and immigration 

violators who convicted of three or more misdemeanors (other than minor 

traffic offenses related to person's immigration status); the immigrants who 

Figure 4.10. The context of legal [immigrant] quoted from mercurynews.com 
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convicted of a significant misdemeanor (domestic violence, sexual 

abuse/exploitation, burglary, unlawful possession or use of a gun, drug 

distribution or trafficking, DUI); persons who entered or reentered unlawfully 

after January 1, 2014; persons who have significantly abused visa programs. 

The last priority was addressed to other immigration violators and the persons 

with a final order of removal issued on or after January 1, 2014. Figure 4.12 

will show you the impact of Obama‟s policies towards [immigrant] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.11. The results of unauthorized [immigrant]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.12. The context of unauthorized [immigrant] quoted from abcnews.go.com 

 

 Meanwhile, the collocation of new was not always refers to the new 

[immigrant], sometimes it appeared on the third or second position before or 

after the word [immigrant] as new policy towards [immigrant], see figure 4.13. 

It showed the top tenth number of new [immigrant] during Obama presidency 

that they came to United States legally or illegally. His administrations 

established a new policy or threats for the new undocumented [immigrant] as 

given on figure 4.14 as the value or policy for those who wanted to come to 



America illegally. They who are younger than 30 years old could stay in the 

United States without being deported within two years and apply for a work 

permit but they unable to have any legal status in the country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.13. The results of new [immigrant]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.14. The context of new [immigrant] quoted from azcentral.com 
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 The collocation of other was found on the number order of [immigrant]. 

From number one to ten of the results found that the collocation of other refers 

to were [immigrant] belongs and Obama did not questioned them as a problem 

since the collocation of other towards [immigrant] explained an objective thing 

of [immigrant] for instance, the collocation of other undocumented 

[immigrant], other cultures [immigrant], other Muslim [immigrant], and other 

millions of [immigrant], and so on, see figure 4.15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.15. The results of other [immigrant]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.16. The context of other [immigrant] quoted from Huffingtonpost 

  

 Meanwhile, the Muslim collocation towards [immigrant] showed up 

since today, the table was turn as the word of Muslim has a bad connotation 

towards religion since the World Trade Center attack incident that caused 

impact of a bad connotation towards Muslim people in the U.S. The growth of 

Muslim [immigrant] now in the United States was increasing. According to 

New America Media (2013), there were 19 percent of the some 3,000 converts 

their religion into Islam assisted in 2011 were Latinos, and more than half of 

those (55 percent) were women. The 2011 U.S. Mosque Survey, which 

interviewed leaders at 524 mosques across the country, found the number of 

new female converts to Islam had increased 8 percent since 2000, and that 



Latinos accounted for 12 percent of all new converts in the United States in 

2011.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.17. The results of Muslim [immigrant] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.18. Muslim [immigrant] quoted from New America Media 

 

 The last adjective collocation of Obama era that similar to Trump‟s was 

the collocation of American. Mostly, the word American showed on the second 

to the fourth number that collocates with [immigrant], see figure 4.19. It 

appearances were mostly followed by the name of a nationality, for instance 

American-Sudanese, American-Caribbean or American-Haitian. Figure 4.20 

explain that American government has categorized the typical their immigrants 

into some classification, as American-Caribbean who targeted as a criminals, 

American-Muslim as a terrorist, and Polish-American immigrant as outsiders 

and foreigners with a suspicious religion. 
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Figure 4.19. The results of American [immigrant] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.20. American [immigrant] quoted from thenation.com  
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4.2.2. Immigrant during Trump’s presidency 

 The table below represented the adjective collocation under Trump‟s 

presidency 

Table 4.3. Adjective Collocation during Trump’s Presidency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Since undocumented [immigrant] became the main problem of 

America, the recent president of America has its own policy to prevent the 

number of undocumented [immigrant]. Quoted from the Sky UK (2018) it 

mentioned that Trump ever said during a White House roundtable on sanctuary 

cities about undocumented [immigrants]. He said that [immigrants] were 

animal, not people. Therefore, Trump has a bad judgment towards 

undocumented [immigrants]. He attacked the immigrants‟ character that they 

were coming to America bringing drugs, doing crimes and they are rapists.  

No. 
Trump’s Presidency 

(2017 – 2018) 

1. Undocumented 

2. Illegal 

3. Young 

4. Legal 

5. Other 

6. Mexican 

7. Muslim 

8. New 

9. Unauthorized 

10. American 
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Figure 4.21. The results of undocumented [immigrant] 

 

Figure 4.22. Undocumented [immigrant] quoted from Roanoke.com 

 

 The second collocation was the illegal [immigrant]. The illegal 

[immigrant] are the people who came to America illegally. Trump‟s “zero-

tolerance” policies towards illegal [immigrants] can be considered as an 

inhumanity policy. Since his administration was separating children from 

adults or their parents for those who illegally entered the country. The Illegal 

[immigrant] was like the undocumented and unauthorized [immigrant] who has 

a bad value in the eyes of Donald Trump‟s. Therefore, president Donald Trump 

discredited the illegal [immigrant] and his big plan was he will build a wall 

that directly bordered America and Mexico to keep out illegal [immigrant] 

entered the country of the United Stated of America. 
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Figure 4.23. The results of illegal [immigrant] 

 

Figure 4.24. The context of illegal [immigrant] from theguardian.com 

 

 On the forth number ordered, found the collocation of legal 

[immigrant]. The word of legal refers to the [immigrants‟] status in America or 

their rights and protection during living in America. The following news below 

explains the how the legal status [immigrant] given by Mortensen, the assistant 

secretary of state population, refugees, and migration, a move that further 

cements Trump‟s extreme anti-immigrant agenda. Meanwhile, those legal 

[immigrants] still worried about their futures under Trump‟s who wants to end 

the program of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).  DACA is an 

administrative relieves which protects an eligible [immigrant] youth who came 

to the United States when they were children from deportation (University of 

California at Berkeley, 2018). This program protected the young 

undocumented or illegal [immigrants] from deportations and gave them a work 

permit. They worried about his futures because although they came to United 

States legally, their attorneys who work with them were facing a new world 

with the administration since every form of legal immigration to the United 

States was still under siege. 
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Figure 4.25. The results of legal [immigrant] 

 

Figure 4.26. The context of legal [immigrant] quoted from latimes.com 

  

 The other collocation was found on the fifth number ordered. The 

collocation of other mostly occurs on the second words before the noun 

[immigrant] and it followed by the name of a country or community from 

where the [immigrant] belongs on the top tenth of other [immigrant] context as 

other Latino [immigrant], Irish and other [immigrant], other African 

[immigrants] and other Korean [immigrant]. Other collocation during Trump‟s 

presidency occurs to differentiate one to another [immigrant] that is coming 

from similar country or community. Meanwhile, there was a Broadway 

musical group, Hamilton who performed an “immigrant” who tells the today 

story with [immigrants] in mind. They were optimists about the existence of 

the [immigrants] because they believe that if immigration trends and birth rates 

hold, 93 percent of the growth in the working-age population from now until 
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around the year of 2050 will be accounted for by [immigrants] and their U.S. 

born children.  

 

 
Figure 4.27. The results of other [immigrant] 

 
Figure 4.28 Other [immigrant] context quoted from thenevadaindependent.com 

 

 The appearance of Mexican [immigrant] during Trump‟s presidency 

was different with Obama‟s. During Trump‟s campaign, he promised that he 

will build a wall between America and Mexico in order to prevent an illegal 

[immigrant] from Mexico to America because of the number of illegal 

[immigrant] from Mexico is greater that another country. He actually ordered 

the Department of Homeland Security to expand the use of expedited removals 

and allow certain [immigrants] to be deported in not more than 24 hours 

without seeing immigration judge with the executive order issued in January.  

  The same executive also mandated by him to hire ten thousands 

additional immigration officers and the construction of a wall on the United 

States and Mexico border. Trump discredited the Mexican [immigrants] 
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because he assumed that when Mexico sends its people, they are not sending 

their best persons, they were sending people that have lots of problems and 

they were bringing those problems with the American people such as they 

were bringing drugs, crimes and they were rapists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.29. The results of Mexican [immigrant] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.30. The context of Mexican [immigrant] from dallasnews.com 

 

 The collocation of Muslim appeared as a bad connotation of a religion. 

Trump assumed that Muslim [immigrants] have a bad reputation and the 

religion was the radicalized religion, so he banned them to come to America. 

Therefore, the collocation of Muslim towards [immigrant] was counted. Before 

Trump become a president, he promised on his campaign that he has a plan to 

make a Travel-ban immigration policy which is it called a Muslim ban. The 

ban targets were the travellers from the Muslim-majority countries such as 

Chad, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Syria, and Yemen. They restricted to come to the 
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United States unless they have a “bona fide” relationship with someone in the 

United States. 

 

Figure 4.31. The results of Muslim [immigrant] 
 

Figure 4.32. The context of Muslim [immigrant] from postbulletin.com 

 

 The new [immigrant] means the recent [immigrants] who has just 

moved to America from their origin country. Some of new [immigrants] might 

do not educated enough about the law that valid in America because their 

purpose of coming to America is to work. President Trump planned to 

implement the “flat ban” that is addressed to the new [immigrants]. The 

Supreme Court believed towards upholding Trump‟s try of the travel ban 

towards the new [immigrants].  
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Figure 4.33. The results of new [immigrant] 

 

 

Figure 4.34. The context of new [immigrant] from stltoday.com 

 

 The used of unauthorized [immigrant] was similar to illegal or 

undocumented [immigrant]. Therefore, the use of unauthorized immigrant the 

problems that occur  between illegal and undocumented were having the same 

problems. Trump‟s discredited the unauthorized [immigrants] because he 

believed that they came to America bringing drugs, doing crimes and they were 

rapists. Trump‟s policy towards unauthorized [immigrants] was deporting them 

from America or he would do a family separation between children and the 

adults or their parents for those who married and have a child who was born in 

America. Quoted from Human Rights Watch (Meng, 2018), there was found 

the difference to face the [immigrants] between the previous president, Obama 

and the recent president, Donald Trump. During Trump‟s presidency, prioritize 

all the unauthorized  [immigrants] targets for deportation, unlike Obama‟s 



 

40 

 

government policy who targeted the unauthorized [immigrants] who involved 

themselves into a serious criminal offenses for deportation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.35. The results of unauthorized [immigrant] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.36. Unauthorized [immigrant] from nytimes.com 

 

 Meanwhile, an American [immigrant] during Trump‟s presidency 

means the American who wanted the immigrant adjusted the American‟s spirit 

by obeying the policies, being a good immigrants and making themselves as a 

legal [immigrants]. Although legalizing the unauthorized [immigrant], as a 

legal American [immigrant] need huge amount of money, being a legal 

American [immigrant] have several benefits, they can vote, received social 

services from federally funded programs, social security, and held a United 

Stated passport. The collocation of American [immigrants] also collocates with 

other nouns. Because during his era, there were found many mixed 
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nationalities immigrants that moved to America as African American 

immigrants, Central American immigrants and Latin American immigrants, see 

figure 4.37. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.37. The results of American [immigrant]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4.40. The context of American [immigrant] from sevendaysvt.com 

  



 

42 

 

4.3. Immigrant Associated with the Adjective Class 

 The following semantic types are associated with the grammatical class 

Adjective in English. Therefore, the writer took the ten selected data or 

adjectives then classified into the Dixon‟s (2005) theory of adjective. Below 

are the adjective collocation that occur during Obama‟s presidency: 

 4.3.1. Semantic Categories on the Obama’s era. 

 The table below represents the semantics type of the grammatical class 

adjective of [immigrant] according to Dixon‟s classification during the 

Obama‟s presidency from January 20
th

 2009 until January 20
th

 2017. 

 

Table 4.4. Semantics categories grouping from 2009 to 2017 

 

No. Dixon’s classification Obama’s Presidency 

1. Dimension - 

2. Physical Property - 

3. Speed - 

4. Age New 

5.  Color - 

6. Value Illegal, Undocumented, 

Legal, Unauthorized, 

Mexican 

7. Difficulty - 

8.  Volition - 

9. Qualification - 

10. Human Propensity Muslim 

11. Similarity - 

12.  Other Other, Central, American 

 

 After gathered the data, we can see on the Table 4.1. there were three 

genres over eleven Dixon‟s classification of collocation that mostly used that 

showed up on each era. The highest numbers of adjectives are found on the 

value classification with the adjectival collocation of illegal, undocumented, 

legal, Mexican and unauthorized. The collocations of undocumented, was a 

bad value of [immigrants] but legal, illegal, unauthorized, and Mexican were 

the good value.  
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 The context that appeared from the undocumented appeared on the two 

words before the noun of [immigrant] which then followed by the nationalism 

of where they belong. Obama famously named as the “deporter in chief” since 

he has deported more than 2.5 million of the undocumented [immigrant] who 

are involved in crimes. It quoted by https://abcnews.go.com/ with following 

statement President Barack Obama has often been referred to by immigration 

groups as the "Deporter in Chief." Between 2009 and 2015 his administration 

has removed more than 2.5 million people through immigration orders, which 

doesn‟t include the number of people who "self-deported" or were turned away 

and/or returned to their home country at the border by U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection (CBP).” He did not discredit the undocumented [immigrant] 

of America but he agreed that those undocumented [immigrants] were giving 

nothing but mess to America.  

 Meanwhile, the collocation of unauthorized towards [immigrant] on the 

era of Obama did not have a bad connotation as in undocumented. During his 

era, the collocation of unauthorized [immigrant] was meant the number of the 

unauthorized [immigrant] was decreased. This claimed by 

http://www.pewresearch.org/ which explained “The number of unauthorized 

[immigrants] living in the United States in 2015 fell below the total at the end 

of the Great Recession for the first time, with Mexicans continuing to represent 

a declining share of this population, according to new Pew Research Center 

estimates based on government data.” This is clearly seen that even if the word 

unauthorized sometimes claimed as the bad value, it was not in the Obama‟s 

presidency. 

 As quoted by http://dailycaller.com/ about illegal [immigrant], where it 

explained about how Obama‟s administration through the illegal [immigrant] 

which written there “In June of 2012, Obama rolled back enforcement of 

immigration law, and allowed more than 500,000 younger illegal [immigrants] 

to work in the U.S. — despite the nation‟s high unemployment rate. 

Subsequently, Obama scored 71 percent of the Hispanic vote in the 2012 

election.” Obama did not discredit the illegal immigrant during his era. Just as 

what already done with the collocation of unauthorized [immigrant], the words 

https://abcnews.go.com/
http://www.pewresearch.org/
http://dailycaller.com/
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illegal were not merely have a bad connotation. It may have a good 

connotation as what is already happened during Obama‟s era by ease the 

illegal [immigrant] to work in the United States. 

 Unlike the collocation of legal that considered as the good value of the 

noun [immigrant] because of Obama‟s policy where he wanted to legalize the 

undocumented, illegal, or unauthorized [immigrant] although he was failed and 

left his legacy behind Trump‟s. As https://abcnews.go.com/ written which said 

“The president's order will also extend legal status to a larger universe of so-

called Dreamers, who first came to the U.S. illegally as children and either are 

attending school, have graduated high school or have served in the military. As 

many as 270,000 more undocumented immigrants will be able to apply for 

legal status under the program, which Obama first unveiled in 2012, 

administration officials said.” 

 Meanwhile, during the era of Obama, the year of 2009 to 2014, the 

number of undocumented Mexican migration to the United States was 

decreased. The https://www.usnews.com/ noted on its page “The number of 

illegal immigrants in the U.S. peaked at 12.2 million in 2007 around the start of 

the financial crisis, falling to 11.3 million in 2009, breaking a decades-long 

rising trend. The report suggests that the immigration lull is the result from a 

weak economy and a decrease in Mexican immigrants.” Therefore, the 

adjective collocation of Mexican [immigrant] was grouped by the good value 

because the good new of the Mexican [immigrants] to the United States was 

decreased drastically. 

 The classification of other are found the collocation of other, central, 

and American. Other collocation towards immigrant during Obama‟s 

presidency showed up that it appear in conjunction with another random words 

such as other children immigrants, other nationalities, other legitimacy, and so 

on. To clarify this statement, we can see the news pieces delivered by 

http://www.latimes.com/ “Khan and Dhillon argue that they and other South 

Asian immigrants helped make the company into what it is today, and are 

being treated as employees who can be tossed aside instead of independent 

store owners”. This example clearly shown that the collocation of other 

https://www.usnews.com/
http://www.latimes.com/
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[immigrants] did not classified into the eleventh Dixon‟s classification but 

other.  

 Muslim collocation categorized by the classification of human 

propensity which means the natural humanity preferences which laid on each 

persons. Therefore, the collocation of Muslim [immigrant] tends to get bullied 

or hated by American people. Quoted from https://splinternews.com/ about 

Trump‟s campaign during Obama‟s presidency “In the U.S., we can already 

see the impact of Trump‟s campaign at lower levels, like an increase in 

bullying and harassment of Muslim and immigrant students in public schools, 

and an upsurge in anti-Muslim hate crimes in the period since he began his 

campaign and since he started publicly demeaning these groups. Two weeks 

ago, his candidacy inspired former KKK leader David Duke to run for a Senate 

seat in Louisiana.” Therefore, the adjective collocation of Muslim [immigrants] 

grouped into the human propensity. 

 Meanwhile, the American [immigrant] during Obama‟s era did not 

have the specifics things and it has several federation between American and 

other people from different countries as American and Haitian [immigrant], 

Asian American Pacific islanders [immigrants], African American, Sudanese 

American, etc. that mostly discussed. Therefore the collocation of American 

[immigrant] classified into the other classification. We can see on this 

following news that quoted from https://www.washingtontimes.com/ “House 

Republicans said Wednesday that they intend to swiftly pass a domestic-

violence law and remove the issue from election-year politicizing, though the 

Democrat-led Senate is prepared to vote on a different bill on the issue 

Thursday. It‟s not clear yet how the two bill, the Senate version contains 

provisions related to homosexuality, American Indians and immigrants that the 

House bill will not be reconciled, though each party said the issue should not 

become a political football and accused the other of trying to do just that.” 

 New [immigrants] was classified into the age classification, since it 

means the year or period of a certain [immigrant] was being an [immigrant] as 

written by Roman Gil on the http://thecnnfreedomproject.blogs.cnn.com/ “In 

May, the American economy added the insignificant number of 38,000 jobs. 

https://splinternews.com/
https://www.splcenter.org/20160413/trump-effect-impact-presidential-campaign-our-nations-schools
https://www.splcenter.org/20160413/trump-effect-impact-presidential-campaign-our-nations-schools
https://theintercept.com/2016/05/05/hate-crimes-rise-along-with-donald-trumps-anti-muslim-rhetoric/
http://fusion.net/story/329070/david-duke-senate-white-supremacy/
http://fusion.net/story/329070/david-duke-senate-white-supremacy/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/senate/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/senate/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/football/
http://thecnnfreedomproject.blogs.cnn.com/


 

46 

 

America is overpopulated with over 311 million people (nobody knows how 

many illegal aliens) and cannot support its own population, but millions of new 

illegal and legal immigrants arrive each year. There is no industrial plan to 

bring back the millions of jobs and industries that global corporations exported 

and continue to export.” He wrote on his opinion that each year there were 

many new of both illegal or legal [immigrants] who come to America. 

 The appearance of central collocation of [immigrant] during Obama‟s 

presidency caused by the amount of [immigrant] that too much to be on the 

Central America, southernmost North America region that lying between 

Mexico and South America and consists of seven countries, they are Panama, 

Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Belize 

(Woodward & Bushnell, 2018). “Seeking asylum is not a crime, and they are 

being treated like they‟re criminals,” said Helene Tatum, a Missouri-based 

immigration lawyer who volunteers at the South Texas Family Residential 

Center, a facility in Dilley set up by the federal government to house many of 

the immigrants from Central America.” Those words quoted from 

https://www.mystatesman.com/ shown that the number of [immigrants] which 

in Central America were increasing. 

https://www.mystatesman.com/
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 4.3.2. Semantic Categories during Trump’s Presidency (2017 to 2018) 

 

Table 4.5. Semantics categories grouping during Trump’s presidency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The data that has been gathered during Trump‟s, found the difference 

results from Obama‟s. The results were the classification of value has the greatest 

number among all but the number of classification of age and other has two kinds 

of collocation. Bad values of [immigrant] as undocumented, illegal, and 

unauthorized, Mexican, and Muslim, yet the good value of legal not only occur at 

the era of Obama. They also continued to Trump‟s era. Those three of the 

undocumented, illegal, and unauthorized were the same meaning.  

 According to https://nypost.com/ that explain “Consider the hot topic of 

the moment: illegal immigration. The syndicate that distributes the column you 

are reading follows the AP Stylebook, which says that I am not allowed to refer to 

“illegal immigrants” (i.e., people who migrate illegally), but I can refer to illegal 

immigration (i.e., the act of migrating illegally). Kathleen Carroll, then the senior 

vice president and executive editor of the Associated Press, explained that the 

change was part of the AP‟s policy against “labeling people.” Many news outlets 

followed suit, using terms like “unauthorized” or “undocumented” to describe 

immigrants formerly known as illegal.” The bad connotation of them appeared 

No. Dixon’s classification Trump’s Presidency 

1. Dimension - 

2. Physical Property - 

3. Speed - 

4. Age Young, New 

5. Color - 

6. Value 

Undocumented, 

Illegal, Legal, 

Unauthorized, 

Mexican, Muslim 

7. Difficulty - 

8. Volition - 

9. Qualification - 

10. Human Propensity - 

11. Similarity - 

12. Other Other, American 

https://nypost.com/
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since those three adjective collocations of [immigrants] suspected by Trump that 

they came to America by bringing drugs and doing crimes and they also accused 

as the rapists. The term of “animal” and “alien” were labeled to [immigrants] who 

come to America to illegal, undocumented, or unauthorized [immigrant]. The 

problem of them occurred because either undocumented, illegal or unauthorized 

[immigrant] were found doing crimes and they begged president to protect them 

with a legally rights or aids as what have done in Obama‟s presidency.  

 The use of Mexican [immigrant] became the bad value during his era 

because Mexico City considered sends its people to America illegally. Trump‟s 

believed that when Mexican sent its people, they were not sending its best they 

rather send the criminals illegally as quoted from https://edition.cnn.com/ “In June 

2015, he said "they're not sending their best." In April 2018, he (Trump) said, 

"they're not putting their good ones." And in both cases he brought up rape. It's 

clear he feels vindicated in that original claim despite the backlash at the time. 

Once he has said something vile like Mexican [immigrants] are rapists or 

something specious like millions of Californians voting illegally, he won't be 

dissuaded from bringing it back up in the future.” Trump promised to build a 

Mexico and United States barrier or a wall around their borderline in order to 

prevent an illegal aliens come to United States who will seize the opportunity of 

jobs towards American people.  

 Just as Mexican, the Muslim [immigrant] were banned to come to America 

because of its bad connotation towards Trump who judged them as the radicalized 

religion and he wanted his country to be saved by making a „Muslim-ban‟ policy 

which prohibit the Muslim-majority countries travel to America. Through 

http://www.postbulletin.com/ which explained “Backlash against the H-1B visa 

has been one part of the furor over U.S. immigration policies that has grown since 

President Donald Trump began campaigning for the presidency on an anti-

immigrant platform. Fissures have widened in public opinion over Trump's so-

called "Muslim ban" on [immigrants] from Muslim-majority countries, over the 

admission of refugees, and over the unresolved fate of DACA, the program that 

has let millions of foreign citizens — brought to the U.S. illegally as children — 

remain in the country.” 

https://edition.cnn.com/
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 The good value of legal [immigrant] referred to his purpose towards the 

previous president, Obama who failed to legalize the huge number of illegal 

[immigrant] and Trump promised to continue his program. “The new poll finds 

that 60 percent describe Trump as “mentally unfit,” 62 percent call him “generally 

dishonest,” and 63 percent say he “is a racist.” In a mid-February AP-NORC poll, 

57 percent of all adults in the U.S. said they believe Trump is racist. The poll also 

found that young people overwhelmingly support watching out for minorities: 69 

percent favor a pathway to legal status for immigrants brought to the country 

illegally as children, 59 percent favor protecting the rights of LGBT citizens, and 

58 percent say the same for Muslims.” Quoted from http://www.nwherald.com/ it 

was clear that Trump has ran the legacy that left by Obama as the previous 

president. 

 Unlike on the Obama‟s era, the collocation of other, was on the other 

classification because the term of other described [immigrants] subjectively and 

there was not found the suitable classification according to Dixon‟s. We can see 

the details on the figure 4.27 which there are some nouns that involved towards 

other [immigrants]. According to http://www.baltimoresun.com/ about other 

[immigrant] that written there “Every day Trump provides new evidence to 

demonstrate the colossal misjudgment that the American electorate, or at least the 

Electoral College, made more than a year ago in giving the presidency to a man 

who pledges to "make America great again" but fails to understand what and who 

have already done to do so. Much of the "Trump base" that reveled then in his 

crude and blunt rhetoric about Latinos and other minority [immigrants] may still 

remain firm, pleased rather than repulsed by what he says and how he says it.” 

 American [immigrant] rather decided as were classified into the other 

classification since the American [immigrant] mostly discussed randomly, see 

Figure 4.37. The writer quoted the news that is written by one of the website, 

https://www.nbcnews.com/ from the NOW Corpus‟ context “Moy noted that if 

not for the support of these Chinese benevolent societies, it was unlikely that 

Cheung or most of the other Chinese-American pilots would have been able to 

fund their training or have access to an airplane due to both financial issues and 

the prevalent racism of the era. The typical civilian pilot was more like the 

http://www.nwherald.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
https://www.nbcnews.com/
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reclusive millionaire Howard Hughes, than a Chinese American with [immigrant] 

parents, according to Moy. While Cheung‟s father was a successful produce buyer 

for markets in Los Angeles‟ Chinatown, many of her classmates came from more 

middle class backgrounds. 

 Thus, the classification of age was not alone, the appearance of young 

stands with new [immigrant] collocation and they were classified into it. The 

classification of age means the age of a person or the time period. The appearance 

of the word young during Trump‟s presidency indicated that there were huge 

number of young [immigrant] who came to America and they suspected as the 

young undocumented [immigrant] who migrates to the United States. The passage 

below which written by http://www.foxnews.com/ represents the young 

[immigrant] during Trump‟s presidency “The maneuver would allow the House to 

consider a conservative immigration plan drafted by House Judiciary Committee 

Chairman Bob Goodlatte, R-Va.; the Democrats‟ DREAM Act, backed by Rep. 

Lucille Roybal-Allard, D-Calif.; a plan from the House Republican leadership; 

and a bill by Reps. Will Hurd, R-Texas, and Pete Aguilar, D-Calif. The 

Hurd/Aguilar measure would grant legal status to many DACA recipients, the 

young illegal [immigrants] who came to the U.S. as children and whose status is 

now threatened by a combination of Trump action and congressional inaction.” 

 However, the collocation of new means the recent [immigrants] who has 

just migrates or moved to the United States and they have to understand the rules 

or policy of “flat ban” which was initiated by Trump. This delivered by 

http://www.mcclatchydc.com/ “Trump fired Sally Yates, an Obama 

administration holdover, days into the new term, after she refused to defend the 

administration's new policy to ban [immigrants] from Muslim-majority countries. 

It turned the then-acting attorney general into a star among many Democratic and 

liberal voters. 

 

 

 

http://www.foxnews.com/
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/article191234984.html
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4.4. Interpretation of the Results 

 
Table 4.6 Dixon’s classification of both era 

 

No. 
Dixon’s 

classification 

Obama’s 

Presidency 

Trump’s 

Presidency 

1. Dimension - - 

2. 
Physical 

Property 
- - 

3. Speed - - 

4. Age New Young, New 

5. Color - - 

6. Value 

Illegal, 

Undocumented, 

Legal, 

Unauthorized, 

Mexican 

Undocumented, 

Illegal, Legal, 

Unauthorized, 

Mexican, Muslim 

7. Difficulty - - 

8. Volition - - 

9. Qualification - - 

10. 
Human 

Propensity 
Muslim - 

11. Similarity - - 

12. Other 
Other, Central, 

American 
Other, American 

 

 The table above represents the similar and differences grammatical class 

of adjective collocation of Dixon‟s theory towards Obama and Trump‟s 

presidencies. Beside the collocation, the classification of both presidencies also 

found the differences. As the appearance of central on Other‟s classification and 

Muslim on the Human propensity classification of Obama‟s and the collocation of 

young on Age‟s classification and the collocation of Muslim on the Value 

classification of Trump‟s. The cause of why it found difference on the 

classification can be determined through KWIC (keyword-in-content) of several 

data from the NOW Corpus. It helped the writer classified the type of adjective 

collocation. Meanwhile, the differences of adjective collocation that found on the 

top tenth number of data that has been shown automatically from the NOW 

Corpus. 
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 Obama and Trump also from the difference political party. Obama was 

into the Democratic Party and Trump was on the Republican Party. Both parties 

have their ways to handle immigration problems. In the United States, Democratic 

Party is known as a liberal party who believed that politics is not always about 

power rather an individual freedom since their beliefs in freedom which always 

under threat. They create several suggestions to protect freedom such as the 

police, civil rights, human rights defenders, regional autonomy, freedom of speech 

and the press, and so on. Unlike Republican Party which consisting of several 

conservatives people who believed that the current situation was the right 

situation since it has been selected and improves through a long history and 

tradition. They took a skeptical attitude towards change. In determining the good 

and bad things, they often refer to tradition and history. The tradition as 

mentioned can be in the form of local culture or religion. This was in sharp 

contrast to the liberalist thinking. Remember, they think humans are rational 

beings, so that humans can determine for themselves what is good and what is 

bad, so that there can be a variety of views on a problem. 

 As Obama‟s presidency, the immigration policy was to call for the 

systematic reform of immigration system for the residents who come to the US 

illegally to have a pathway to legal citizenship (Frumin, 2013). According to 

Frumin from Obama‟s remarked who said that fixing the broken immigration 

system takes time. Especially when he wanted to allow the bright young people 

who came to the US as students and asking permission to become full citizens. 

Frumin gathered the data from The Public Religion Research Institute and found 

the 73% of Democrats supported the concept in giving them pathways compared 

to the other 63% of the whole American for the late 2013. At the same year, 

Democrats passed the border security, economic opportunity, and immigration 

modernization act of 2013 (S.744) that would reform the immigration policy and 

allowed citizenship for illegal, undocumented, or unauthorized immigrants in the 

US and improved the immigrant lives who currently living in the United States.  

 The immigrant political positions against the social policy also reformed 

the immigration system and allow them a pathway to citizenship. Immigration 

reform in the US used in regards to change the current immigration policy of the 
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United States. There were also several social policy of Democratic Party such as 

upheld network neutrality which neutral the Internet providers to treat the user 

with the same policy without discriminate them, implemented campaign finance 

reform and electoral reform in order to eliminate the money politics towards 

primary campaign, supported the same-sex marriage and civil union. Allowed 

legal way to abortions and gave the women‟s reproductive health care although 

there were anti-abortion laws that have been forced since 1900. Supported for gun 

background checks and stricter gun control regulations, improved privacy laws 

and decreased the government surveillance, opposed in torturing, until recognized 

and defended Internet freedom worldwide were his social policy towards the 

political positions of Obama‟s presidency. 

 Meanwhile, Trump‟s political party was into the Republican Party. As 

mentioned above how Republican Party political run, it divided on how to 

confront immigration between allowed migrant workers and a path to citizenship, 

versus a position focused on securing the border and deporting illegal immigrants 

(Gould, 2003). Deporting illegal immigrant then supported by Trump who 

proposed a wall building along the southern border in order to avoid huge number 

of illegal immigrant from Mexico. Under his administration, he obtained a “zero-

tolerance” which means a policy that imposed a strict punishment by eliminating 

several number persons intentionally. His policy can be found when he did a 

family separation towards illegal, undocumented, and unauthorized [immigrant] 

who caught up at the border of America and Mexico. Beside that, Mr. Trump also 

labeled them as an “animals” rather than a human and this case was never found 

during President Obama‟s presidency. 

 


