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CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS 

This chapter presents the analysis of the characterization of Voldemort in 

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince uses the theory of characterization and 

psychoanalysis. The first analysis, the writer analyzes the character that portrays 

in Voldemort. The next is she analyzes the characterization that depicts in 

Voldemort. And the last is she analyzes the characterization of Voldemort based 

on psychoanalysis approach. Moreover, this analysis focuses on Voldemort 

character who has past events that influence his personality and character. The 

changing of Voldemort character can be seen from his past.  

4.1 Character of Voldemort 

 Character is the person in a story who is described in particular quality. 

Kennedy and Gioia states that character is a person who lives in a story (2007:73). 

Same with theory before, Abrams also adds that it is a person represented in 

narrative work who sketches in a particular type (1999:32). Based on the theories, 

the writer finds Voldemort as character who has important role in novel Harry 

Potter and the Half-Blood Prince to be analyzed. 

 Moreover, character is defined into several types; the character based on 

the role and based on the development. The types of character based on the role 

are protagonist and antagonist, and types of character based on the development 

are static and dynamic. The following is the analysis of character of Voldemort: 

4.1.1 Antagonist 
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Voldemort is one of the characters who plays role in the novel Harry 

Potter by J.K Rowling. He is described as figure that has bad character and 

personality. His action makes him as bad character. He always does anything that 

makes people suffer and pain, for instance, he makes people afraid of him by 

killing and giving terror. In addition, Voldemort is a person who dislikes Harry 

Potter and he always tries to hamper and murders him. He also causes a lot of 

mess and problem in particular situation. Because of his action and attitude, 

Voldemort is categorized as antagonist character.  

In Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, Voldemort is known as person 

who likes killing people. He killed people for they are against of him and he 

needed to kill them for his benefit. For example he killed Amelia Bones, it is 

proved by statement of the person who works in Ministry of Magic Cornelius 

Fudge: 

“Amelia Bones. Head of the Department of Magical Law 

Enforcement. We think He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named may have 

murdered her in person, because she was a very gifted witch and — 

and all the evidence was that she put up a real fight.”(HP6, 

2005:1:13) 

 

Looking at this incident, it can be said that Voldemort killed Amelia Bones 

because she tried to hamper and offend Voldemort. Thus, he decided murdering 

Amelia Bones because he disliked the effort of Amelia Bones that try to againts 

him. Other example describes Voldemort as killer when he studied in Hogwarts 

and killed a girl who studied in there. 

“……………….seven years at Hogwarts were marked by a number of 

nasty incidents to which they were never satisfactorily linked, the most 

serious of which was, of course, the opening of the Chamber of 

Secrets, which resulted in the death of a girl. As you know, Hagrid 

was wrongly accused of that crime.” (HP6, 2005:17:362) 
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Besides, Voldemort who hampers main character Harry potter has plans to kill 

him. He always makes plans to abolish Harry Potter even he is a boy. The plans 

that Voldemort makes always dangers Harry and people around him. As 

Dumbledore says in dialogue below shows, this Voldemort has many plans to kill 

Harry Potter and his plans are very dangerous for him.  

 “……….. Harry, whom Lord Voldemort has already attempted to kill 

on a number of occasions, is in even greater danger now than the day 

when I left him upon your doorstep fifteen years ago,…………” (HP6, 

2005:3:55) 

 

To support his plans to kill Harry Potter, Voldemort had plans to steal the 

prophecy that described the way to kill Harry Potter in the Ministry of Magic. 

Voldemort gave order for Death Eaters to steal it. Because of this incident, Harry 

Potter and his friends in danger and they had to fight with Death Eaters and 

Voldemort. From this incident, it can be seen that, Voldemort does not care about 

something happened with Harry Potter’s friends because his obsession to kill him 

even Harry Potter’s friends in danger. He also likes giving danger to Harry 

Potter’s friends to see the suffering of Harry Potter and it is one of the plans of 

Voldemort. 

“………….. the mysterious recent disturbance at the Ministry of 

Magic, during 

which He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named was sighted once more. ……… 

the Ministry have confirmed that the disturbance centered on the 

fabled Hall of Prophecy.” (HP6, 2005:3:39) 

“…………Said Mrs. Augusta Longbottom, “My grandson, Neville — 

a good friend of Harry Potter’s, incidentally, who fought the Death 

Eaters alongside him at the Ministry in June and —…” (HP6, 

2005:3:41) 
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Moreover, He also liked to give pain for his followers. For example, he gave 

command to Malfoy to kill Dumbledore and he threatened Malfoy if he fails 

killing Dumbledore, Voldemort would kill all of Malfoy family. He did it because 

he wanted to give punishment Malfoy’s father because he failed to do 

Voldemort’s order.  

“I haven’t got any options!” said Malfoy, and he was suddenly white 

as Dumbledore. “I’ve got to do it! He’ll kill me! He’ll kill my whole 

family!”(…..) 

No, you can’t,” said Malfoy, his wand hand shaking very badly 

indeed. “Nobody can. He told me to do it or he’ll kill me. I’ve got no 

choice.”(HP6, 2005:27:591) 

  

4.1.2  Static 

As the explanation above that explains Voldemort is categorized as 

antagonist character. He had been doing a lot of offense and he continued to do 

bad things till he died. It can be seen, he killed Harry Potter’s parents, many 

muggles, he gave order to his followers Death Eaters to cause mess. Because of 

the offences that were done by Lord Voldemort, he is categorized as static 

character because at the beginning until the end he is consistence being cruel 

character.  

 Especially in Harry Potter and the Half-Blood prince, Voldemort had been 

doing a lot of offense when he was a boy and he continued when he grows up. 

The first offense he did when he was a boy, he killed a rabbit of his friend in 

orphanage after he had argued with his friend. Then, when summer outing he 

asked his two friends to follow him enter the cave. After that, after that his two 

friends never same again, they became different. It is impossible if there no 

something happened that time. Not only that things happened when he was a boy, 
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but he did offense when he studied in Hogwarts. This incident happened when 

Riddle opened the Chamber of Secret in Hogwarts and he needed victim to be 

sacrificed, so he choose the girl and killed her.  

Moreover, when he grew up, he involved many problems. A lot offense 

was caused by him. For instance, he killed his father by blaming his uncle because 

he knew the fact that his father left his mother when she got pregnant, he killed 

Hepzibah Smith because he wanted to have the Hepzibah’s treasure, and when he 

became a dark lord a lot of offences and crimes had been done by him.  

 4.2 Characterization of Voldemort 

Actually, Voldermort’s real name was Tom Marvolo Riddle. This name 

was given by his mother before she died. But right after he declared himself as a 

dark wizard, he changed his name into Lord Voldermort. Understanding 

characterization of Voldemort can be looked from his experience when he was a 

boy until he transforms “Dark Lord. By looking at his experience from 

Dumbledore’s memory, the writer finds several points that show he is a weird boy 

and he behaves poorly. Analyzing characterization of Voldemort, the writer uses 

theories of characterization according to the theories in the previous chapter. 

4.2.1 Tom Riddle’s Childhood 

 Tom Marvolo Riddle is the real name of Voldemort. That name has given 

by his mother when Riddle was born. Unfortunately after the born Riddle, Merope 

(Riddle’s mom) died, so Riddle lived in the orphanage. Losing his parents, he did 

not know who his parent was and lived in the orphanage was the basic reason of 
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Riddle grew into an odd boy and behaved poorly. Mrs. Cole who ran the 

orphanage gave explanation about the behavior of Riddle.  

 “He scares the other children.” 

“You mean he is a bully?” asked Dumbledore. 

“I think he must be,” said Mrs. Cole, frowning slightly, “but it’s very 

hard to catch him at it. There have been incidents. . . . Nasty 

things”(.....) 

“Billy Stubbs’s rabbit . . . well, Tom said he didn’t do it and I don’t 

see how he could have done, but even so, it didn’t hang itself from the 

rafters, did it?” 

………… All I know is he and Billy had argued the day before. (HP6, 

2005:13:267-268) 

 

The dialogue between Mrs. Cole and Dumbledore tells the behavior of 

Riddle who is always scared children in orphanage by doing the worst thing and 

possibility he did bulling, unfortunately what Riddle did is difficult to catch him at 

it. It is supported by his action he killed Billy Stubbs’s rabbit, but he did not admit 

that he was guilty. The other hand, Mrs. Cole said that Riddle and Billy had 

argued the day before. Riddle got angry and he disliked what Billy said or did so 

he decided to kill Billy’s rabbit to vent his anger.  

Besides incident when he killed Billy’s rabbit, he also did the unpleasant 

thing to two his friends. The incident happened when the summer outing, Riddle 

and his two friends Benson and Bishop went into a cave, after that, his two friends 

were never same again, they became different. It is impossible if there no 

something happened at the time. Once again Riddle did something that makes his 

friends afraid of him.  

“on the summer outing — we take them out, you know, once a year, to 

the countryside or to the seaside — well, Amy Benso and Dennis 

Bishop were never quite right afterwards, and all we ever got out of 

them was that they’d gone into a cave with Tom Riddle. He swore 

they’d just gone exploring, but something happened in there, I’m sure 
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of it. And, well, there have been a lot of things, funny things. . . .” 

(HP6, 2005:13:268) 

 

Not only killing Billy’s rabbit and making his two friends afraid of him, Riddle 

also stole his friends’ stuffs in orphanage. He stole yo-yo, a silver thimble, and a 

rusty harmonica. This incident was known by Dumbledore: 

“Open the door,” said Dumbledore. (….) 

“Take it out,” said Dumbledore. 

Riddle took down the quaking box. He looked unnerved. 

“Is there anything in that box that you ought not to have?” asked 

Dumbledore. 

Riddle threw Dumbledore a long, clear, calculating look. “Yes, I 

suppose so, sir,” he said finally, in an expressionless voice. 

“Open it,” said Dumbledore. 

Riddle took off the lid and tipped the contents onto his bed without 

looking at them. Harry, who had expected something much more 

exciting, saw a mess of small, everyday objects: a yo-yo, a silver 

thimble, and a tarnished mouth organ among them. ((HP6, 

2005:13:273) 
  
 Based on the delineation above, the characterization of Riddle is poor, he 

always does something that makes friends afraid of him, gives bad impact for 

them and he likes to take something that is not his. This is strengthened by his 

statement “………I can make bad things happen to people who annoy me. I can 

make them hurt if I want to.” (HP6:2005, 13:271). Tom’s desire to make other 

people suffer and control them had been seen since he was child.  

4.2.2 Tom Riddle’s Adolescence  

Since Riddle became student of Hogwarts, he was a student who had 

attractive behavior, talented, polite, charming, and thirst for knowledge, so many 

teachers were interested in him. Utilizing his adorable, Riddle gathered a group of 

friends who dedicated and loyal with him. Although he had friends who were 

loyal to him, Riddle did not have affection for them and he only took advantage of 
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them. It can be seen that even as a young man, Riddle had desire to be boss, 

dominated others and control. He also had plan to be a leader who took control in 

everything and he wanted people to honor, loyal and dedicated for him. The 

quotation below was said by Dumbledore who describes the Riddle’s fellow 

recruitment: 

“As he moved up the school, he gathered about him a group of 

dedicated friends; I call them that, for want of a better term, although 

as I have already indicated, Riddle undoubtedly felt no affection for 

any of them……………...” (HP6, 2005:17:361) 

 

From the explanation before that Riddle had a group, he and his group had 

contribution to commit crimes in Hogwarts but their crimes never detected. 

During seven years he studied in Hogwarts, many terrible things happened in 

Hogwarts, one of them was the death of student. This incident happened when 

Riddle opened the Chamber of Secret in Hogwarts and he needed victim to be 

sacrificed, so he chose the girl and killed her. The delineation of the activities of 

Riddle is portrayed by Dumbledore: 

 “Rigidly controlled by Riddle, they were never detected in open 

wrongdoing, although their seven years at Hogwarts were marked by 

a number of nasty incidents to which they were never satisfactorily 

linked, the most serious of which was, of course, the opening of the 

Chamber of Secrets, which resulted in the death of a girl. As you 

know, Hagrid was wrongly accused of that crime.” (HP6, 

2005:17:362) 

 

By looking the incidents happened in Hogwarts, once again Riddle did 

crime and it same with what he did in orphanage. But the difference is he did not 

kill animal, he killed a girl and the reason he killed a girl to satisfy his desire. 

Thus, the nature of Riddle is a figure that does anything to satisfy his desire by 
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doing the nasty things. Not only he killed a girl, but he also killed his father and 

grandparents. 

 This incident happened when summer he was 16, he left the orphanage to 

seek the place where his Gaunt relatives live and his goal is to find out his parents. 

After he found the place where his Gaunt relatives live, he met his uncle who 

apparently he is Riddle family who still alive. From his uncle, he knew the fact 

about his parents. Evidently, his mother was a witch and father was a muggle 

(non-wizard). Knowing about it, Riddle was disappointed especially as he knew 

that his father left his mother. The following is the dialogue between Riddle and 

his uncle Morfin: 

“I thought you was that Muggle,” whispered Morfin. “You look mighty 

like that Muggle.” 

“What Muggle?” said Riddle sharply. 

“That Muggle what my sister took a fancy to, that Muggle what lives 

in the big house over the way,” said Morfin, and he spat unexpectedly 

upon the floor between them. “You look right like him. Riddle. But 

he’s older now, in ’e? He’s older’n you, now I think on it. . . .”  

……….“He come back, see,” he added stupidly. 

……….“Riddle came back?” 

“Ar, he left her, and serve her right, marrying filth!” said Morfin, 

spitting on the floor again. “Robbed us, mind, before she ran off! 

Where’s the locket, eh, where’s Slytherin’s locket?” (HP6, 

2005:17:365) 

 

 After he knew about the fact that his father left his mother and never 

wanted Riddle to be his child, Riddle had revenges plan to kill her father. It was 

proved by finding of the three dead bodies in Little Hangleton, Tom Riddle, 

Riddle’s mother and father. The fact is Riddle killed them by making the incident 

happened because of his uncle Morfin, so his uncle was jailed. The fact that 

Riddle killed them is explained by Dumbledore: 
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“So Voldemort stole Morfin’s wand and used it?” said Harry, sitting 

up straight. 

“That’s right,” said Dumbledore. “We have no memories to show us 

this, but I think we can be fairly sure what happened. Voldemort 

Stupefied his uncle, took his wand, and proceeded across the valley to 

‘the big house over the way’ There he murdered the Muggle man who 

had abandoned his witch mother, and, for good measure, his Muggle 

grandparents, thus obliterating the last of the unworthy Riddle line 

and revenging himself upon the father who never wanted him. Then he 

returned to the Gaunt hovel, performed the complex bit of magic that 

would implant a false memory in his uncle’s mind, laid Morfin’s wand 

beside its unconscious owner, pocketed the ancient ring he wore, and 

departed.” (HP6, 2005:17:367) 

 

 By looking the incident that was caused by Riddle, it can be seen that he is 

under control of his anger because he knows the fact that his father left his mother 

and let his mother gave birth alone and died. The feeling of hatred and angry push 

Riddle to execute nasty thing by killing his father Tom Riddle and his father’s 

parents. Therefore, the murder incident was done by Riddle, it can be said that he 

is a figure who likes to punish people who have hurt him or make him anger and 

irritable. The punishments that given by Riddle always make people suffer and the 

most serious thing is killing them.  

4.2.3 Tom Riddle after Hogwarts 

  When studied in Hogwarts, Tom Riddle was known as smart student, 

charming and talented, because of it everyone has huge expectation about him 

especially the teachers in Hogwarts. They thought Riddle would have a good 

future because of his ability and achievement that he had. As they know when 

Riddle studied in Hogwarts, he was a perfect, Head Boy, winner of the Award of 

Special Services to the School and top grades in every examination that he had 

taken.  Because of his achievements Professor Slughorn suggested him to join in 

Ministry of Magic. But, Riddle refused and chose to work in Borgin and Burkes (a 
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shop specializing in magic stuff especially in dark magic). In Borgin and Burkes, 

Riddle works as an intermediary to persuade the people to sell their stuffs in 

Borgin and Burkes and he did well. One day Riddle had a mission to go to 

Hepzibah Smith’s house to persuade her for selling her stuff, there was an incident 

happened there. Riddle killed Hepzibah Smith after she showed her family 

treasure and a heavy golden locket that had Slytherin’s mark. Riddle’s face 

changed to be greedy expression ….. Harry thought he saw a red gleam in his 

dark eyes. His greedy expression was curiously mirrored on Hepzibah’s face 

(HP6, 2005:20456). The dialogue below is described the incident happens: 

I want to show Mr. Riddle our finest treasure. . . . In fact, bring both, 

while you’re at it. . . .” 

“I think you’ll like this, Tom. . . . Oh, if my family knew I was showing 

you. . . . They can’t wait to get their hands on this!” 

“I wonder whether you know what it is, Tom? Pick it up, have a good 

look!” whispered Hepzibah,  

“I think you’ll like this even more, Tom,” she whispered.(……) 

She slid back the fine filigree clasp and flipped open the box. There 

upon the smooth crimson velvet lay a heavy golden locket. (HP6, 

2005:20:435-436) 
 

 After he visited at Smith’s house the next two days, Hepzibah Smith died. 

Knowing this incident the Ministry gave punishment Hockey a house-elf of Smith 

because she gave poison in her master drink. In fact, hockey was not the murder, 

the real murder was Riddle. He used the same trick when he killed his father 

family by blaming someone else became murderer. After Riddle killed Smith then 

he stole the Smith’s treasure. 

………….“Hokey the house-elf was convicted by the Ministry of 

poisoning her mistress’s evening cocoa by accident.” 

“Certainly, there are many similarities between this death and that of 

the Riddles. In both cases, somebody else took the blame, someone 

who had a clear memory of having caused the death —” 

“Hokey confessed?” 
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“She remembered putting something in her mistress’s cocoa that 

turned out not to be sugar, but a lethal and little-known poison,” said 

Dumbledore. “It was concluded that she had not meant to do it, but 

being old and confused” 

“Voldemort modified her memory, just like he did with Morfin! (……) 

“By the time Hokey was convicted, Hepzibah’s family had realized 

that two of her greatest treasures were missing. (HP6, 2005:20:438-

439) 

 

 By looking the incident was caused by Riddle, it can be looked that Riddle 

is a figure who likes doing anything to grab what he want especially nasty thing 

like murder. Riddle had already killed to steal a stuff which he thought is fancy 

and important. This incident happened when he was a boy stole the stuffs of his 

friends in orphanage. Riddle who liked taking something from other had seen 

when he was a boy. Besides, he liked to bestow his mistake to others. Because of 

that they suffered and it is the one of nature of Riddle who likes make people 

suffer and feel pain.  

4.2.4 Tom Riddle transforms being Lord Voldemort 

 After he murdered and grabbed the two treasures of Hepzibah Smith, 

Riddle disappeared for a very long time and there’s nobody knew about his. But 

when he was back, he was not Tom Riddle anymore but Lord Voldemort, “They 

do not call me ‘Tom’ anymore,” he said. “These days, I am known as —” (HP6, 

2005:20:442). He chose Voldemort as his name because it reflected himself as a 

dark wizard. The name of Voldermort is derived from French, Voluer means steal 

and mort means dead, so Voldermort means the man who steals the death. 

(Colbert, 2006: 205). Tom Riddle was not an innocent boy but he transformed 

being an evil figure. He had desire to control people and the world by killing and 

torturing them. He created himself as the dreaded wizard by making terror 
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anywhere. He killed a lot of people to satisfy his desire and for him killing is an 

amusement thing. For example, he created horcrux (the place for soul to hide that 

makes someone immortal) because he wanted to be immortal so there’s nobody 

can defeat him and to make it he had to kill people and he got that information 

from his teacher Prof. Slughron: 

“By an act of evil — the supreme act of evil. By committing murder. 

Killing rips the soul apart. The wizard intent upon creating a Horcrux 

would use the damage to his advantage: He would encase the torn 

portion —” (HP6, 2005:23:498) 

 

By analyzing from Prof. Slughron about horcrux, Riddle became excited and he 

had desire to make it. Even though Prof. Slughron warned him the dangers of 

making it and it was the nasty thing because to make it, someone had to kill 

people but Riddle did not care about his Professor’s advice. Riddle had idea to 

make six horcruxes it means that he had to kill six people to support his plan. To 

support his plan, he started to look for someone who can be made as sacrificial. 

Because of his nasty idea, Riddle turned into murderer just to achieve what he 

wants. 

4.3  Characterization of Voldemort Based on Psychoanalysis Approach 

Tom Marvolo Riddle or who known as Lord Voldemort is well-known as 

antagonist character. He always does the things that make people suffer and have 

bad impact for them. Voldemort commits to do something bad until he died. 

Actually since he was born, he was just a boy who had a special gift (wizard) but 

he used his special gift in bad ways. On his development, he grew to be a figure 

who liked doing violation until he transformed to become Lord Voldemort. By 

visiting his memories, the writer finds the several points that make Tom Riddle 

transforms into Lord Voldemort. Most of all he is influenced by his past. 
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Therefore, the writer analyzes the characterization of Voldemort based on 

psychoanalysis approach. In line with Freud, he believes that psyche problem 

deals with past and childhood experience (Minderop, 2011:10). Besides, Brenner 

(1969:11) mentioned that psychoanalysis is a scientific discipline which discuss 

about human mental (Minderop, 2011:11). The followings below are analysis the 

characterization of Voldemort based on psychoanalysis approach: 

As the explanation before, Tom Riddle since he was born, he lost his 

parents. His father abandoned his mother when she got pregnant Tom Riddle and 

his mother died after Riddle born. Because of that situation Tom Riddle spend 

their childhood in orphanage. On the development, Tom Riddle grew being an 

odd boy and frightening. He liked disturbing his friends in orphanage, till they 

were afraid of him, and he had problem to interact with people. In that case, the 

behavior and attitude of Riddle was caused because he got less affection from his 

parents and he did not know his parents. By viewing the condition of his family 

history, it is clear that the development of his characterization has relationship 

with his past. According to Minderop, she says experience with parents also 

influences the development of human personality (2011:9). 

 The essential thing in development of the personality of child, it depends 

on the relation with mother. The child needs affection very much from his mother 

especially during babyhood. According to Freud, he says that oral phase is the 

phase of babyhood and childhood in first year which the role of mother is 

important. On that phase mother has duty to feed by breastfeeding. In that process 

bound between mother and child is built. The child feels safe, comfort, and 

dependence on his mother (2012:164).   
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 Looking at the theory above, Riddle never got the time with his mother 

and he felt so empty in deep down his heart and also he got less affection. Thus, 

he reflected unpleasant experience by disturbing and scaring his friends in 

orphanage because he wanted to let go what he felt when he was a child without 

parents. For example, the worst thing that he had ever done is he killed Billy’s 

Rabbit. Besides, Riddle was not easy to believe with people, it is proved when he 

refused assistance from Dumbledore to accompany him to shop and when 

transformed being Dark Lord, he had followers (Death Eaters) but he never 

trusted them, he just took advantage from them. His feeling showed that he felt 

not safe if he depended himself to people. What he felt because of his past that he 

did not get a sense of security or protection of his parents so that he feels no need 

to be protected from others. 

 Furthermore, the development of characterization of Voldemort was still 

influenced by his past especially his childhood. In this section, the writer analyzes 

the hidden memory of Voldemort about his childhood that influences his 

character. Freud conveys that the behavior of human is more influenced by 

unconscious mind than conscious mind. Unconscious mind is filled by someone’s 

painful memories and he tries to keep and hide them. From that situation, it can 

influence someone attitude and behavior or character (Minderop, 2011:13). In 

Riddle’s case he has painful memories about his father. His father was a muggle 

(non-wizard) and left his mom when she was pregnant Riddle. Knowing the truth 

about his father, he hides and keeps it just for himself. But, the truth of his family 

he could deny so he did nasty thing by murdering his father and his father family. 

He killed them because he wanted to conceal the truth and kept his secret about 
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his family history that he was son of a muggle. According to Krech (1974:479) 

hate has relationship with angry and the trait that marks felling of hatred is emerge 

the desire to kill or destroy the source of hatred (Minderop, 2011:44). Felling 

hatred makes Riddle murders his father and his father’s family. 

 As long as Riddle kept his secret, he transformed being a man who had 

anger and hatred about something that has connection with muggle. Eagleton 

(1996:437) mentions Freud says that human’s mind is influenced by unconscious 

mind because human personality is developed by human experience (Minderop, 

2011:13). Riddle’s life was always influenced by his past, so he tried to abolish 

something about muggle. For example, when he studied in Hogwarts there was 

incident happened when Riddle opened the Chamber of Secret in Hogwarts and he 

need victim to be sacrificed, so he chose the girl and killed her (HP6, 

2005:17:362). The fact that the girl who killed by Voldemort is a Half-Blood likes 

him. He chose that girl besides he wanted to scarify her and she reminded Riddle 

about his family status that he was Half-Blood too. Riddle could not forget about 

his status that he is Half-Blood, so he did it. According to Freud that act of 

someone was usually influenced by his unconscious mind that tries to show up 

himself and what he does something without realize (Minderop, 2011:13). What 

Riddle has done is influenced by his past about his blood status and he cannot 

forget it. Riddle’s memory hides in his unconscious mind and someday it can 

show up again. 

 Hiding and keeping his status, Riddle connects his blood status with 

famous ancestor, Salazar Slytherin who one of the persons builds Hogwarts by his 

ability. Riddle can speak parseltongue (persons with the ability to speak to 
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snakes) like the ancestor Salazar Slytherin and makes him excited about the fact 

“How soon Riddle learned that the famous founder of the House could talk to 

snakes, (…..)The knowledge can only have excited him and increased his sense of 

self-importance (HP6, 2005:17:360). Riddle made Slytherin as his parents and 

rejected his biological parents by changing his name from Tom Riddle into Lord 

Voldemort because Tom is the name of his father and he really hated his father, 

thus he did not to use that name again. He considered himself as pure-blood and 

made himself as hero figure that splited the pure-blood from the half-blood and 

muggle. It proves that Riddle really does not want his status and wants to forget it 

by creating himself as pure-blood.  

 Besides, Harry Potter was archenemy of Voldemort and he always tried to 

abolish Harry Potter. He knew about Harry Potter from the prophecy that tells in 

the future there is a boy who will beat Voldemort “…..Voldemort singled you out 

as the person who would be most dangerous to him — and in doing so, he made 

you the person who would be most dangerous to him!” (HP6, 2005:23:509). 

Knowing it, he became worry and made plan to abolish him. Another reason why 

he must abolish Harry because he reminded Voldemort of his status, Harry is half-

blood same with him. Voldemort’s action was influenced by his thinking that the 

boy who would beat him was the boy who had same status with him. Voldemort 

felt threatened and worried from someone who has similarity with him and will 

make him lose. Riddle reckoned that Harry was an obstacle for him. Following 

the concept of Freud, he states that several conflicts and problems can obstruct the 

progress of individuals to achieve goals and it is one the source of anxiety 

(Minderop, 2011:28). Harry reminded Voldemort about his weakness and forced 
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him to face the truth that that he was a half-blood whereas he wanted to deny it. 

Therefore, his memory about his family status reappeared and to forget it he must 

destroy Harry Potter. According to Freud, he conveyed that act of someone is 

usually influenced by his unconscious mind that tries to reappears (Minderop, 

2011:13). Here, Voldemort’s unconscious mind reappears is about his blood status 

and his action is to destroy Harry Potter.  

 As Dumbledore revealed in his memory about Voldemorts live, he was 

displayed as abject character, seeking power and taking control to people. But, he 

just a human who had weakness and the biggest weakness that he had is death. He 

chose to be immortal so that he could defeat the death as his weakness because the 

death for him means there was no power or magic that can bring the death back to 

life. The reason Voldemort afraid of death because he looked from his past that 

his mother gave up on her life and chose to die even she was a witch. Not only 

that reason but the death of his mother reminded him that magic could die even he 

had powerful magic but he still could die. He felt so desperate about his weakness 

that he could die too. His perception about himself as an individual who had 

weakness, motivated him to beat his weakness by doing immoral thing to against 

the law of nature by creating a horcrux to keep him immortal. As the analysis 

before that young Voldemort asked to Prof. Slughron about how to create horcrux 

and he had desire to create it (HP6, 2005:23:498). 

By choosing to engage in a several murders, Voldemort became cruel and 

abject figure. But he did not care because he wanted to be immortal even though 

he had to do inhuman action. His action made him separate himself from society 

because there will be nobody who can help him from his problem. Here, 
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Voldemort still influenced by his past about his mother left him and chose to die 

and he changed himself being obsession to be immortal and he never trusted 

people to help him. It is explained by Minderop added that Freud conveys to find 

out the psyche problem occurs, and he believes that psyche problem deals with 

past and childhood experience (2011:10). Psyche problem that is faced by 

Voldemort is he obsesses to be immortal even though he knows that there is 

nobody who cannot live forever but he still forces himself to make himself 

immortal. Voldemort does anything to save himself for the death even though he 

must feel the pain when he creates horcrux. He has to divide his soul after killing 

people. To support his idea he thought to make one horcrux which is not enough 

so he decided to make seven horcruxes that means he had to kill seven people. It 

is an abject idea that he had but he still did it because it made him survive event 

though there was someone who defeated him when he lost or his body decayed his 

soul in safety.   

Following the explanation above it, describes that the characterization of 

Voldemort is affected by his unconscious mind. The unconscious mind itself is 

the place of the memory, traumatic events, and emotional events of someone. 

According to Minderop that unconscious mind is filled by someone’s painful 

memories and he tries to keep and hide them (Minderop, 2011:13). In 

Voldemort’s case he conceals his secret memory in it. On the other hand, 

unconscious mind is the place of the id, as Freud says that the id is located at 

unconscious mind. The id itself is the part of human personality that has 

characteristics like boss, it has to honor, masterful, and the desire of the id must be 

fulfilled. As Freud mentions the way of Id’s works has relation with the principle 
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of pleasure, it means it always seek the pleasure and avoids feeling discomfort 

(Minderop, 2011 21). Looking at Voldemort’s case about his past that he never 

got what he needs in his past, so he has ambition to satisfy himself by fulfilling 

his needs, such as he wants to be the one who has power, immortal, and he has 

desire to be number one from the others. What Voldemort needs in line with the 

principle of the id. 

Moreover, the id as structure of human personality, there is ego is a 

structure of it too. The ego is like the Prime Minister who has duty to fulfill what 

the Id needs. But, the ego works by the way satisfy the id by considering there is 

no trouble when the ego tries to fulfill what the id needs (Minderop, 2011:22). 

Beside, that the superego is the third system of human psyche, it is the moral 

system. Becaus it is a moral system, the superego has role as it takes control the 

authority of moral in personality. It is as judge to judgment whether the action 

taken is right or wrong (Fudyartanta, 2012:141). 

In the case of Voldemort, the ego cannot fulfill the pleasure principle of 

the id because superego agganist the desire of id. It means what Voldemort needs 

are failed to be fulfilled. The result of that problem makes Voldemort feeling 

anxiety and uncomfortable always appear. In order to eliminate feeling anxiety 

and uncomfortable, he did the actions to satisfy his desire. For instance, he killed 

his father because he knew that his father left his mother and the truth that his 

father was a muggle. He was angry with his father and not comfort about his 

father status because he had desire to be the wizard who had pure-blood. He was 

worry if there was wizard knew about the fact of his statuse especially the wizards 

who followed him as the part of Death Eater. To satisfy his desire, he connected 
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his status with the famous ancestor, Salazar Slytherin because he had same ability 

with him (can speak with sneak) and made himself as descent of him. The other 

examples showed the action of Voldemort that is influenced by id are he killed 

Hepzibah Smith, tried to ablish Harry Potter, and created horcruxes. Therefore, 

the id likely influences the personality of Voldemort and every action that he 

takes, it causes he grows up to be a scary man and horrible person and he also 

does a lot of vile actions to satisfy his desire and to avoid feeling of anxiety and 

uncomfortable.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


