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INTRODUCTION

English speakers are necessary to pronounce English well, specifically for English
learners. Pronunciation itself is the production of sounds that people use to create meaning. It
includes attention to the particular sounds of a language (segmental aspects), aspects of
speech beyond the level of the individual sound, such as intonation, stress, phrasing, timing,
rhythm (suprasegmental aspects), and how the voice quality is projected (Putra, 2018).
English learners have to connect the words when they are speaking because connected speech
is an actual real part of the English language. Indeed, it may perhaps be part, of all living
languages. Students need to be exposed to and thought all the features of connected speech
(Suleiman & Qunayeer, 2020). It is great in English pronunciation when they speak naturally
by blending the word together. Bumping the words to each other makes them speak easier,
quicker, smoother, and does not like a robot. By connecting the words, it can ake us speak
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better and be close to natives. It can also help non-native speakers understand oral English
and produce comprehensible spoken English. The understanding of connected speech also
makes students understand well when native speakers are speaking. As (Rosa, 2002) pointed
out, "working on sentence stress and intonation can help students to better understand spoken
English. It is crucial for English learners when they get listening subject because research
from Musrifah (2018) assure listening is one of the most difficult skills for foreign language
learners. It is caused by the complexity of its process and the different types of knowledge
required for successful listening. Moreover, they could understand the regularities and
patterns which underlie the actual use of sound in language. Thus, connected speech is a big
role in English and has to be understood and mastered by English learners.

Connected speech marks up “a very real part” of the oral language and happens in “all
levels of speech” from casual to even very formal levels. The naturally occurring speech of
native speakers is most rapid and continuous with frequent linking, sound alteration, or
reduction at word boundaries, which may cause comprehension difficulty when non-native
speakers listen to it. Since certain words are lost, and certain phonemes linked together as we
attempt to get our message across, in English spoken discourse, words are not pronounced in
isolation but rather tend to run together (Hafira & Misnawati, 2014). Connected speech is
based on a set of rules used to modify pronunciations so that words connect and flow more
smoothly and rhythmically in natural communication, in connected speech one aim is usually
not maximal distinctiveness but maximal ease of communication (Hamad, 2014).

There are four types of connected speech which are the main features of connected
speech. There are assimilation, elision, linking words, and intrusion (Nkongho & Tize, 2021).
First, assimilation is a process found in languages that causes speech sounds to be modified in
a way that makes them more similar to their neighboring sounds. Example: /d/ can change to
/g/ such as “good girl” /gug g3:1/ and /t/ and /j/ into /f/ in the words “don’t you know” /daunt
Jjou navl or /daungfa> navl. Second, elision occurs when a sound is omitted. Even though in a
word spoken in isolation a sound would be present, in connected speech it would disappear.
This kind of reduction occurs mainly in words ending with /t/ and /d/ and particularly when
they are between two other consonants. Example: “Post the letter” /paus da leta/, “sandwich”
Iscenwry/ and “‘stand there” /stwen deal (Akram & Qureshi, 2014). Third, linking words is a
cycle association of conclusive sound vowel or consonant of one word or syllable with the
underlying sound of the following word or syllable. There are two kinds of connectors. They
are consonants to vowels, like “stuck in” /stak m/and vowels to vowels, such as “we are” /wi.
ja:rl (Bakri, 2020). Fourth, intrusion refers to the cases where an extra sound intrudes for ease
of articulation. Three sounds in English behave as intruders: / r/, / j/ and /w/ as in the
following examples: “go on” turns into /gowon/ “I agree” converts /aiyagree/, “law and
order” becomes /lawranorder/ (Hamad, 2014).

In fact, many students cannot produce the words correctly. They often have been
mispronounced, and difficult when getting a listening subject. Corroborated by research from
(Rosa, 2002) language learners still face difficult challenges when it comes to understanding
natural native speaker conversations. Besides, when they are speaking, they pronounce word
by word without connected speech. Speaking without connecting speech makes students look
less fluent and sound bad in English. These problems happen because of some reasons such as
they think that pronunciation study is too difficult and boring for learners, they are difficult to
distinguish words that are almost the same pronunciation, rarely practice, lack of vocabulary,
carried regional accent, shame, and difficult to say sentences rarely found (Lasabuda, 2017).
Whereas these problems should not happen in English learners, because it will make them
sound like a newbie, far from the good communicator, difficult to understand when natives
are speaking and the worst is decreasing the learners’ quality because they could not close to
native speakers. Supported by Rosa (2002) If students do not have an occasion to practice

Jo-ELT (Journal of English Language Teaching) Fakultas Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni
Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris IKIP, June 2022. Vol.9 No.1 | Page 14



Jannah Learning Connected Speech by .........

good pronunciation at the beginning of their learning, they may possibly build their habits in
the wrong way. For this reason, learning words without pronunciation during beginning
lessons is potentially damaging to their overall success. Pronunciation is crucial because
people can understand what English learners say when they are speaking. To be understood, a
learner needs a practical mastery of the sounds, rhythms, and cadences of English and how
they fit together in connected speech. Without it all, people are likely to assume that they do
not know much English and worse that they are incompetent (Yates & Zielinski, 2009).

Looking at the situation, the students need a way to overcome those problems. It is
necessary for them to speak fluently like a native speaker. Through good pronunciation
especially connected speech, they could communicate without difficulty and with pleasure.
Suggested by Rahmania & Mandasari (2021) that listening to the English sound is an
effective way to learn English. Producing or pronouncing the word after listening to the
language, then trying to speak the words that we hear before is one of the ways to learn to
pronounce a word. Therefore, almost all students are like a song, they feel happy to listen, and
pronounce it. Pronouncing English songs are a favorite thing to be done by many people
typically English adult learners. Romero et al. (2012) stated that song also has been
implemented as a source by teachers to develop communicative abilities properly in English
subjects. It also offers the chance to talk confidently and learn in a fun way.

Study by Setia et al. (2012) revealed that from this survey, it has been discovered that
the use of song not only supports the understanding but also it stimulates and increases the
students’ interest to learn, enjoy and engage in the learning process. Furthermore, it
accelerates students’ confidence, learning ability, and skill when activities are highly
motivating and memorable. This study showed through song could accelerate students
learning and English skills. It can be said that learning connected speech include in it.
Another study from Suwartono & Mayaratri (2019) also conveyed that based on the gain and
the students' perception, the use of songs for teaching the English connected speech tended to
indicate a prospective better learning outcome. Addition study from Yanti et al. (2022) that
expose the implementation of English song to improve students’ pronunciation skills can
make students more activated, motivated, and interested.

Therefore, based on the background above, this study formulates a question: how
students’ perspective on learning connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics? The
objective of this study is to investigate how students’ perspective on learning connected
speech by pronouncing song lyrics. This study has a scope that refers to the parameters which
the study will be operating (Simon & Goes, 2013). The scope of this research focuses the
research on students’ perspective, especially in connected speech. Hopefully, it will be able to
contribute to learning and teaching English pronunciation, particularly connected speech
material.

RESEARCH METHOD

Research methods refer to the all those methods which are used by during the course of
studying his/her research problem (Clarke, 2014). To analyze and answer the research
question, this study held some preparation and dealt with several ways. The source of the data
was primary data in terms of the perspective of the participants which are students in college
and data test results. This research also demonstrated the research design, subject, instrument,
and data analysis.

Research Design

Research design can be well thought-out as a conceptual blueprint within which
research is conducted. It is the structure of research and the “Glue” that holds all of the
elements in a research project together, in short, it is a plan of the proposed research work
(Creswell & Creswell, 2017). In this study, the researcher used descriptive qualitative. The
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qualitative research is an approach for exploring and understanding the meaning persons or
collections ascribe to a social or human problem (Wijaya et al., 2019). This kind of method
was used because the researcher focuses on analyzing students’ perspective, so the data that
the researcher used will be presented descriptively.

Subject

A research subject is an individual that participates in research. The subject used in this
study was English Education Department students of the University of Muhammadiyah
Surabaya. It is one of the famous private campus in Surabaya, East Java, Indonesia. They
were in the fourth and sixth semesters because they had learned about pronunciation
peculiarly connected speech lessons when they were in the third semester. Thus, they were
suitable to be a subject because they had background knowledge about the material which was
investigated. The total subjects who participated were 20 students.

Instruments

The researcher used an instrument in terms of a questionnaire and interview. Interview
is the most common data collection method in qualitative research relating to social science
studies (Aldaihani & Data, 2021). It was used to get study the students' perspective on
learning connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics. First, the questionnaire was distributed
through a google form. The questionnaire consists of 58 statements containing connected
speech and song. The connected speech was shown in 43 statements containing three
statements of basic knowledge alike they have known about connected speech, its type, and
its process. Then, there are 15 statements presented about songs. It consists of four types of
connected speech, there were: Assimilation, linking words, elision, and intrusion. All of them
have been validated by experts. The researcher used a nominal scale that has no order and
there is no distance between “Yes” and “No”. There are also greatly sophisticated modeling
techniques available for nominal data. An ordinal scale is next up the list in terms of the
power of measurement. Second, the interview was held through online media because of
long-distance and Covid-19 social restriction. Thus, it runs via WhatsApp text and voice note.
The question of interview consisted of 16 questions.

Data Analysis

The researcher analyzed the data in a descriptive statistics. Descriptive statistics will
help researcher summarize the overall trends or tendencies of data, provide an understanding
of how varied your scores might be, and provide insight into where one score stands in
comparison with others (Marwa, 2019). First of all, the answers of the respondents in
questionnaires and interviews were gathered. Second, the researcher reduce the unnecessary
data to make meaningful data and simplify it in order to create conclusions. Third, data will
be displayed. The data will systematically arranged for easy understanding. This data will be
displayed in chart form. Finally, the researcher make conclusions which is done by looking at
the results of data reduction and maintain referring to the analysis objectives that want to be
achieved.

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Research Findings

There are two kinds of findings. They were the findings from the questionnaire and
findings from the interview. The first finding was data from questionnaires. It contains 2 main
topics; it was finding connected speech and finding concerning songs as a medium of learning
connected speech.
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1. Basic Knowledge of Connected Speech

In this basic knowledge, there are 3 statements consisting of basic knowledge of
connected speech, its types, and how the process of each type. The researcher found in
statement 1 (S1) that all subjects know about the connected speech from pronunciation
subjects or other places. Statement 2 (S2) showed that 77,5% of subjects or 15 students
know the types of connected speech and 5 students or 22,5% do not know. A result of
statement 3 (S3) indicated that 77,5% of subjects, about 15 students recognize the process
of connected speech and 22,5% or 5 students did not know it as seen in figure 1.

Connected Speech Understanding
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Figure 1. Students’ Perspective towards Connected Speech

This section also presented finding of 4 types in a connected speech that is
assimilation, elision, linking words, and intrusion.

a. Assimilation

In this research, assimilation is indicated with 10 statements. S1 states “I know
that assimilation is the sound change in the next word”. About 92,5% of subjects
answer “Yes” in that statement totaling 18 students and 7,5% totaling 2 students
answered “No”. S2 statement is “How to read ‘ten pin’ is /tem pim/” 55% subject
totaling 11 students answered yes and 45% subjects totaling 9 students answered
“No”. S3 statement is “How to read in bed is /im bed/” 75% subject totaling 15
students answered “Yes” and 25% totaling 5 students answered “No”. S4 statement
“good boy if read /gub boil is true” 80% answered “Yes” totaling 16 students and 10%
subject totaling 4 students answered “No”. S5 statement is “How to pronounce "He
couldn't go" is /hi 'kunny(k) 'gov'l” 75% answered “Yes” totaling 15 students and 25%
totaling 5 students answer “No” as seen in figure 2.

Assimilation
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Figure 2. Students’ Perspective towards Assimilation
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In addition, the S6 statement is “The letter /d/ will become /b/ if it meets /m/ like
Good morning be /gum’ mo:nmy/” 77,5% subject totaling 15 students answered “Yes”
and 22,5% totaling 5 students answered “No”. S7 statement is “have mine will be
pronounced like /ham'main/” 57,5% subject totaling 11 students answered “Yes” and
42,5% subjects answered “No” totaling 9 students. S8 statement is “If it spoken, seven
pies will sound / sevem paiz/” 72,5% totaling 14 students answered “Yes” and 27,5%
totaling 6 students answered “No”. S9 statement is “Can buy' will be pronounced like
sound /kambail” 90% subject totaling 18 students answered “Yes” and 10% totaling 2
students answered “No” S10 statement is “Words that sound like //kad3zju:// in written
words Could you” 92,5% totaling 18 students answer “Yes” and 7,5% totaling 2
students answered “No”.

Elision

Figure 3 showed the percentage of how students’ perspective regarding Elision.
S1 statement is “The word aspect is read by removing the letter t”. 87,5% subject
totaling 17 students answered “Yes” and 12,5% subject totaling 3 students answered
“No”. S2 statement is “Pronouncing /Himasbil on the word “He must be” is correct”,
85% subject totaling 17 students answered “Yes” and 15% subject totaling 3 students
answered “No”. S3 statement is “The word "every" is read by removing the vowel "e"
in the middle is correct” 92,5% subject totaling 18 students answered “Yes” and 7,5%
subject totaling 2 students answered “No”. S4 statement is “The correct pronunciation
for "Left me" is /lefimi/” 85% subject totaling 17 students answered “Yes” and 15%
subject totaling 3 students answered “No”. S5 statement is “The word “Looked to”
will be pronounced /lu:ktu/” 77,5% subject totaling 15 students answered “Yes” and
22,5% subject totaling 5 students answered “No”.

Elision
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Figure 3. Students’ Perspective towards Elision

In addition, S6 statement is “word “postman” would sound like /pousmnl/”
92,5% subject totaling 18 students answered “Yes” and 7,5% subject totaling 2
students answered “No”. S7 statement is “Say “left foot” is read by omitting the letter t
like /lefu:tI” 85% subject totaling 17 students answered “Yes” and 15% subject
totaling 3 students answered “No”. S8 statement is “The letter d will be removed from
the word "old man" 60% of subjects totaling 12 students answered “Yes” and 40%
subject totaling 8 students answered “No”. S9 statement is“Words kindness will read
/kames/ with throw away letter d” 97,5% subject totaling 19 students answered “Yes”
and 2,5% subject totaling 1 student answered “No”. S10 statement is “left you” will
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sound like /lefifo/”” 90% subject totaling 18 students answered “Yes” and 10% subject
totaling 2 students answered “No”

Linking words

S1 statement is “l know if the end of a consonant word meets a vowel, the word
will melt like ‘stuck in’ will be pronounced /stak m/ 92,5% subject consists of 18
students answered “Yes” and 7,5% subject consists of 2 students answered “No”. S2
statement is “I know the word "for all" is stamped like (forol)” and all the subjects
answer yes. S3 statement is “The word "what is it" which pronounce like (wo ti zit) is
correct” 77,5% subject consists of 15 students answered “Yes” and 22,5% subject
consists of 5 students answered “No”. S4 statement is “This is an old egg" will sound
connected like [di za.rouvl.degz]” 50% subject answered “Yes” and 50% subject
answered “No”. S5 statement is “word ‘an apple’ will sound like /a napple'/” 90%
subject consists of 18 students answered “Yes” and 10% subject consists of 2 students
answered “No” as seen in figure 4.

Linking Words
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Figure 4. Students’ Understanding towards Linking Words

In addition, the S6 statement is “l agree if the word "law and order "be
pronounced /l> : rn nda/” 67,5% subject consist of 13 students answered “Yes” and
32,5% subject consists of 7 students answered “No”. S7 statement is “The words
‘never and again' when spoken will be /nevar agen/” 87,5% subject consist of 17
students answered “Yes” and 12,5% subject consists of 3 students answered “No”. S8
statement is “Word ‘they are’ being /der a/” 82,5% subject consist of 16 students
answered “Yes” and 17,5% subjects consists of 4 students answered “No”. S9
statement is “The word ‘tip over’ will be connected to be /tipover/” 80% subject
consists of 16 students answered “Yes” and 20% subject consists of 4 students
answered “No”. S10 statement is “The word ‘clean up’ will be pronounced /klinap/”
92,5% subject consist of 18 students answered “Yes” and 7,5% subject consists of 2
students answered “No”.

. Intrusion

S1 statement is “I know there is an extra word in the middle to make it easier to
pronounce for some words in English, for example, go out will be pronounced
/Gowaut/” 92,5% subject consist of 18 students answered “Yes” and 7,5% subject
consist of 2 students answered “No”. S2 statement is “I will say the word “She
answered” by /Sheyanswered/” 85% subject consist of 17 students answered “Yes”
and 15% subject consist of 3 students answered “No”. S3 statement is “I will say the
word "Do it" by /Dewit/” 60% subject consists of 12 students answered “Yes” and
40% subject consists of 6 students answered “No”. S4 statement is “How to pronounce
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words "You are" is /juiwa./” 87,5% subject consists of 17 students answered “Yes”
and 12,5% subject consists of 3 students answered “No”. S5 statement is “The word
“Go off” when pronounced becomes /gao w nf/” 97,5% subject consists of 19
students answered “Yes” and 2,5% subject consists of 1 student answered “No”.

Intrusion
o B gop " 895 g75 90 92,1
60,5 57,9
39,5 42,1
79 | 158 132 26 105 125/ 10 79

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 SS9 S10

S=statement

YES ®NO

Figure 5. Students’ Understanding towards Intrusion

In addition, the S6 statement is “The correct pronunciation of the word "They
are" is /der j a:/” 87,5% subject consists of 17 students answered “Yes” and 12,5%
subject consists of 3 students answered “No”. S7 statement is “The word "my arm" if
spoken naturally by native speakers will be heard /marj a:m/” 57,5% subject consists
of 11 students answered “Yes” and 42,5% subject consists of 9 students answered
“No”. S8 statement is “The word ‘go away’ will sound like /goweway/” 90% subject
totaling 18 students answered “Yes” and 10% subject totaling 2 students answered
“No”. S9 statement is “The letter /j/ will be added to the sentence ‘I am” 57,5%
subject consists of 11 students answered “Yes” and 42,5% subject consists of 9
students answered “No”. S10 statement is “In the word "go on" the letter /w/ will be
added in the middle of the word” 92,5% subject consists of 18 students answered
“Yes” and 7,5% subject consists of 2 students answered “No”.

2. Song Usage as a Medium to Learn Connected Speech

Figure 6 below displays how students’ perspective on learning connected speech by
pronouncing song lyrics. S1 states “I like and enjoy listening to English songs while
pronouncing the lyrics” students choose “Yes” total of 95% consist of 19 students and 5%
consist of 1 students choose “No”. S2 states “I often read the lyrics of English songs
through YouTube, Musixmatch, and others” 95% of subjects choose “Yes” consisting of
19 students and 5% consist of 2 students choose “No”. S3 states “I know that English song
lyrics contain connected speech” 77,5% of subjects choose “Yes” consist of 15 students
and 22,5% of subjects consist of 5 students choose “No”. S4 states ‘I purposely listen to
English songs to learn connected speech” 87,5% of subjects consist of 17 students choose
“Yes” and 12,5% of subjects consist of 3 students choose “No”. S5 states “I often listen to
how singers pronounce the song lyric” 85% subject consists of 17 students choose “Yes”
and 15% subject consists of 3 students choose “No”. S6 states “I know that in English song
lyrics, some words are sounds linking to the other words” 95% subject consists of 19
students choose “Yes” and 5% subject consist of 1 students choose “No”. S7 states “I
know that singer delete letter in pronouncing the song lyrics” 87,5% subject consists of 17
students choose “Yes” and 12,5% subject consists of 3 students choose “No”. S8 states “I
know that singer adds a letter in some words while pronouncing song lyrics” 82,5% subject
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consist of 16 students choose “Yes” and 17,5% subject consists of 4 students choose “No”
as seen in figure 6.

Song as Medium to Learn Connected Speech
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Figure 6. Students’ Perspective towards Song as a Medium of Learning Connected Speech

In addition, S9 states “I am glad and motivated to learn connected speech when
listening to English song” 92,5% of the subject consist of 18 students who choose “Yes”
7,5% subject consists of 2 students choose “No”. S10 states “I am confident in
pronouncing English songs that contain connected speech” 90% subject consists of 18
students choosing “Yes” and 10% subject consists of 2 students choosing “No”. S11 states
“I am happy learning connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics” 90% of the subject
consist of 18 students who choose “Yes” and 10% of the subject consist of 2 students who
choose “No”. S12 states learning connected speech by pronouncing songs is the easy way,
pleasant, and effective” 92,5% of subjects consist of 18 students choose “Yes” and 7,5% of
subjects consist of 2 students choose “No”. S13 states “I am easy to remember the lyrics by
pronouncing the lyrics” 92,5% subject consist of 18 students choose “Yes” and 7,5%
subject consists of 2 students choose “No”. S14 states “Saying song lyrics with connected
speech makes me felt close to a native speaker” 82,5% subject consists of 16 students
choose “Yes” and 17,5% subject consists of 5 students choose “No”. S15 states “By saying
the song lyrics, my English pronunciation is better” 92,5% subject consists of 18 students
choose “Yes” and 7,5% subject consists of 2 students choose “No”.

The next data was collected from interviews. It was held to make this study deeper
and stronger regarding the students’ perspective on learning connected speech by
pronouncing song lyrics. 10 students are chosen for this research and they were given 16
questions. All interviewee were English song lover which listened English songs every
day.

The first interviewee (ZHR) said that she listens to the songs for more than 2 hours
every night and when she did her assignment. She was confident to pronounce the lyrics
because when she did not know how to pronounce the vocabulary or sometimes she just
found some unfamiliar vocabulary, the singer pronounces the vocabulary correctly. She
also often felt unconscious learning pronunciation from English songs. She thought
learning connected speech from song is helpful and did not face difficulties so far.
Moreover, pronouncing the song exactly adjusts the lyrics on the tone that can practice the
connected speech. It is added that she was conscious and unconscious learned connected
speech from English song lyrics but she was convinced that there must contain connected
speech in it. She claimed that she dislikes learning but she liked listening songs, so she
knew connected speech a little bit from the songs. In her opinion, the easiest process in
connected speech is linking words. She gave an example of another type that was
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assimilation in Adele’s song “don’t you remember” pronounce /doounffo remember/.
According to her, learning connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics is very pleasant,
especially for students who do not like learning. ZHR also felt there is progress in her
pronunciation and feel a little closed to natives.

The second interviewee (EL) stated that she listened English songs every carry out a
task till doing the house chores. Around 4 hours more she listened it on Spotify or song
compilation on YouTube. She was confident to pronounce English songs because she
understood the lyrics and its meaning. She was happy to pronounce English songs because
listening is her hobby. She was also conscious to learn the pronunciation of English songs,
so she played the song many times, pronounced the lyrics, and check the dictionary if she
did not sure about the words. In her opinion, learning connected speech by pronouncing
song lyrics is a good way. The advantage was to help and accustom the tongue to
pronounce connected speech. The other word, the difficulty was in pronouncing the
unclear words, so it seems hard to play without the song. She was aware that by
pronouncing song lyrics she learned connected speech, pronouncing songs helped her to
remember the words that used connected speech. She was so happy to learn connected
speech by pronouncing song lyrics because she learned through her hobby and it made her
far from boredom. One of the easiest processes of connected speech was linking words
because it appeared in the lyrics often. An example is “what is it?”” Meanwhile, the hardest
process is elision because she has not used to delete the words. She told that there is
differentiation in her pronunciation after learning connected speech by pronouncing songs
because she remembered the words she has learned and her speaking looks more natural
like a native.

The third interviewee (FRH) told that she listened to songs for about 3-4 hours every
day while she doing her assignment. She was confident to imitate singing and she played
the song twice or more every day. Even so, she still pronounces the lyrics based on what
she heard. Her basic knowledge about the connected speech was just a little bit, she only
knew about assimilation and elision. She thought that learning connected speech by song
can be done by reading the lyrics so she can see which part the lyrics is contained the
process of connected speech. She found difficulty only when she heard the song for the
first time. In her opinion, there were advantages to learning connected speech by
pronouncing song lyrics like the tone made her remember the words which use connected
speech and it helped her in pronunciation as well. She told that not only learn
pronunciation, she aware if she pronouncing English song lyrics, she learned connected
speech too. She noticed that lyrics in the song did not pronounce word by word. However,
some lyrics were linked and some lyrics were deleted. Same as the second interviewee, the
third interviewee told that she is very happy to learn connected speech by pronouncing
song lyrics because the lyrics use daily conversation so she knew how to use language in
real life. Then, the song usually repeats its lyrics made her remember the vocabulary and
how to pronounce it vocab. The main thing was song did not make her get bored quickly.
She thought that the easiest type in connected speech is linking words, the type she found
the most frequently is intrusion like “do it” will be pronounced “dewit” and the hardest one
is elision. She repeat that she was delighted to learn connected speech by pronouncing
song lyrics because songs have a tone and rhythm that zeal and its lyrics use casual
language which easy to remember. It different from learning from books that used formal
language that rarely used in real life. Last, she felt there was significant differentiation after
learning pronunciation from songs because previously many words she thought it was
correct in fact it was disorder. So her pronunciation right now was better and felt more
confident.
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The fourth interviewee (NVT) said that hear the English songs all day long in the
morning, afternoon, and night. She was confident to imitate the singer singing if she had
remembered the lyrics. She thought that learning connected speech by pronouncing songs
was a good way and easy to understand. Then she did not find any difficulty so far. In her
opinion, she realized by pronouncing song lyrics she was learning pronunciation too, but
she has to read the lyrics well to find if there is connected speech in the lyrics. She felt the
easiest process in connected speech type was linking words. Something challenging when
learning connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics was too cool to enjoy the song until
ignoring the lyrics. Lastly, she felt close to native when she pronounces the English songs.

The fifth interviewee (ALA) was listened to English songs all day long. She was
confident to pronounce the lyrics if she was alone because she felt little doubt about the
pronunciation. She was conscious to learn pronunciation through songs but unconscious if
she has been learning connected speech along with it. She added she usually repeats the
lyrics that hard to read. All the type of connected speech she ever heard, but assimilation is
the most difficult process in connected speech. She was song lover and English learner, so
she enjoyed pronouncing song lyric which definitely contain connected speech. She
perceived that learning connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics made her speak up
and made pronunciation is enhanced.

The sixth interviewee (IDH) was listened to English songs every day for more than 5
hours. She was confident to pronounce the lyrics when nobody was around herbecuase her
voice was not good enough. She assumed that learning connected speech by pronouncing
song lyrics was a good way because it can practice her speaking skills and make it
smoother. In her opinion, the easiest process in connected speech was intrusion nonetheless
assimilation was the hardest one. Occasionally, she played the song many times, so she can
remember the connected speech in the lyrics. She thought that she was happy to pronounce
song lyrics in the song, she also believed the pronunciation was better and her speaking
skills increased.

The seventh interviewee (NNS) listened to it almost every day for around 10 songs.
She was confident enough to pronounce the lyrics, but she sometimes was confused due to
finding differentiation for every singer. She believed learning connected speech by
pronouncing songs can improve her pronunciation. She realized that when pronouncing
English songs there was connected speech because she always read the lyrics. NNS was
happy to pronounce English songs because she was a songs lover so she can learn
enjoyably. Pursuant to her, all of the types of connected speech was an easy process. She
found all the types in the song lyrics. In the end, she told that learning connected speech by
pronouncing song lyrics was very helpful and pretty enough. It made her seem close to a
native speaker for sure.

The eighth interviewee (MRS) said that she was very like to hear English songs
because it upgraded her English. She listened to an English song for about 5-6 hours every
day. She was happy and confident to pronounce English songs because she read the lyrics
so she was sure she can do it. She learned the pronunciation from an English course in
2020 until now. She did know well about connected speech but she knew if the connected
speech was used in English songs. In her opinion learning connected speech by
pronouncing song lyrics was a very helpful and good way because students especially her
almost heard English songs every day and continuously. It also made her to speak fluently
without a regional accent. In the other hand, she found little difficulty when she did not
recognize the lyrics which used connected speech. It made her tongue twisted but she
maintain enjoyment. She thought the easiest type of connected speech was linking words
and the hardest one was assimilation. Lastly, she claimed that learning connected speech
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by pronouncing song lyrics was an easy way and made her pronunciation better than before
but has not seemed like a native speaker.

The ninth interviewee (FZH) told she pretty much like to listening English songs. She
always played the trending song before sleeping and on the way. She was pretty confident
to pronounce the lyrics moreover she usually memorize the lyrics if she was interested. She
had been learning pronunciation such as connected speech in the song consciously because
she liked to imitate the rhythm of the singer. She thought that learning connected speech by
pronouncing song lyrics helped her to use to hearing the natives speaking. But, she felt
hard to use connected speech when the song has the quickness and used unfamiliar
vocabulary. The advantage of learning connected speech by pronouncing songs was getting
used to hearing natives speaking naturally. By pronouncing song lyrics, she was aware that
she learned connected speech. In her opinion, linking words was the easiest type of
connected speech, it was also the type that she frequently heard. For example “cup of
coffee” will be pronounced linked to each other. While the hardest one was elision. In
summary, she said that learning connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics was fun
because she can learn enjoyably not always learned in a formal way. In addition, she felt
that her pronunciation has not seemed like a native speaker but she felt more confident in
speaking.

The tenth interviewee (QNT) said that she loved to listening English songs very much
and listened to it every day. She was confident in pronouncing song lyrics because the
student felt like being able for speaking and looked close to natives, even sometimes an
Indonesian accent was a slip in it. The subject said that the student was very happy to
pronounce English songs. From a student's perspective, when a student was not able to
pronounce properly, the student prefers to imitate singing from a song because reading the
text was different from its pronunciation. She knew connected speech from English course
and phonology class at the university. She said that the most difficult type of connected
speech was assimilation because she needed an effort to remember the letter which was
similar to the other and the sound was changed. She thought the difficulty of singing
English song lyrics that contain connected speech was misinterpreted if she heard songs
without script, sometimes there are songs where the bit that was so fast which made some
words were eliminated such as ‘I don’t care’ becomes /aiongker/. She suggested that
learning connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics was better to use slow songs for a
beginner. In her opinion, learning connected speech from songs was fun and efficient
because in a sophisticated era, starting from children to adults can easily access songs,
especially now. Many music applications provided song lyrics feature, where they can
listen to songs while reading and mimicking the singer. And of course, learning connected
speech from a song made the learning process easier and more fun because learning
connected speech through another way like English speech was too boring, then the
vocabulary in a song was more up to date moreover native will speak according to the
times.

Discussion

1. Basic Knowledge of Connected Speech

Entire students know about the connected speech from a phonology subject that they
have taken in the third semester, moreover some students have known from other places
like the English course. The higher students’ proficiency level was, the better they could
identify the connected speech patterns used in the natural speech flow (Suleiman &
Qunayeer, 2020). Most of the subjects also identify connected speech types and their
processes. Even they did not know well about it because the material that was delivered in
the class is not wide and deep. The researcher also interpreted that the time is limited to
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learn connected speech at length. The student’s perspective regarding four types of
connected speech will be discussed below.

a. Assimilation

Students' perspective regarding the definition of assimilation were quite good.
However, there are still some students who did not familiar with the words process in
assimilation. Looking at the findings, assimilation has the lowest number than the
other process of connected speech like elision, linking words, and intrusion. In line
with the answer of the interviews, students said that assimilation is the most difficult
process in connected speech. Matched with the research by Badawi & Elabdeen
(2015) that state assimilation of manner is much less noticeable, and is only found in
the most rapid and casual speech; generally speaking. For that reason that is make
assimilation quite hard in the process likewise include in the lyrics songs process.

b. Elision

In this type, the student's knowledge is better. Badawi & Elabdeen (2015) also
convey that the nature of elision may be stated quite simply: under certain
circumstances sounds disappear. They know better than the previous type which is
assimilation. Students mostly answer “yes” in the questionnaire that contains the right
statements. It means students often hear the elision process so that they can identify
words that use the elision process and they can answer correctly. From that figure 3,
we can see the number of students who understand about the elision was greater and
the blue line that indicates good perspectives shows highest than the other types.

c. Linking words

The answers in this type are quite varied, we can see a significant difference in
S2 and S4. The only blue color in S1 which appeared means that all students knew
about the example of a process in linking words. On the other hand, S4 shows that
students who have not known and known about that example of linking words are
similar. The chart in figure 3 shows the students’ answers overall. Bakri (2020)
proposed that it is a tremendous difficulty finding word boundary situations without
information on consonants to link vowels and syllables to repeat. At least two words
linked together in connected speech may seem like one word. The findings of the
researcher reject the related study before because students' result in the interview show
linking words is the easiest process in connected speech.

d. Intrusion

In general, students' perspective of intrusion are pretty good. They know many
example processes of intrusion. Although there are still parts that have not been known
well. Lack of awareness of this phenomenon can cost some mental effort to search for
items that sound as such in the personal lexicon; while the listener is still looking for
ways to segment this phrase, the speaker may be pouring out other words which
require deciphering and understanding (Nkongho & Tize, 2021). The answer is
actually like the answer in the linking words process, which is variety. Some
statements contain examples of intrusion processes are well recognized by the subjects
but the other example is students are unfamiliar with them. Besides, students’
perspective reveal that the most frequent process that appears in the song lyrics is
intrusion.
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2. Song Usage as a Medium to Learn Connected Speech

Figure 6 show the whole scheme that most of the students agreed with the statements
in the questionnaires regarding learning connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics. It
can see from the blue line in the figure that always has a higher number than the orange
one. The result of the findings shows that a high number of the students have positive
responses toward students’ perspective on learning connected speech by pronouncing song
lyrics. The researcher’s assumption in the introduction has been proven by analyzing the
students’ answers in questionnaires and interviews. From students’ perspective, learning
connected speech by pronouncing song lyrics can be an effective and fun way, especially
for students who loved to listen to music or songs. Nicoleta Stanculea (2015) stated that
songs can be an effective tool for decreasing students' anxiety and stress and also
facilitating learning. Pronouncing songs along can help to increase students' confidence in
their ability to pronounce words in English. In line with newest research from Alsadae &
Sase (2022) that revealed Songs are favourable methods for learning pronunciation. That
matter is clearly similar to students’ answers in questionnaires and interviews. They are
confident to pronounce the song lyrics while learning connected speech.

The researcher has some hopes for future studies. First, future researchers can
conduct the research in this field deeper seeing this kind of study is still a small number.
Second, the result of this study can be a source and reference in the research, and the last
the lecture perception is better involved in order to see the perspective from another glass.

CONCLUSION

From the entire description above, it can be concluded that students’ knowledge about
connected speech material is good enough, but some processes of connected speech have not
been known well. Students who loved songs and listening to English songs for around 4-6
hours every day have a positive perspective regarding songs as a medium to learn connected
speech. They read the lyrics while pronouncing the song, it helps them to learn connected
speech in the song lyrics. All students agree if they are happy, enjoy, and confident by
pronouncing English songs containing connected speech. By pronouncing the song lyric, the
pronunciation of English is easier, better to listen to, and closer to native. In conclusion, it can
be said that the problems stated in the introduction such as students' difficulty when listening
to the native speaker speaking, bad pronunciation, shame, less fluency, and even no connected
speech are tackled. Moreover, they can learn without boredom because they learn in the way
they loved.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Alhamdulillah, first of all very big thanks to Allah SWT who have been giving me
mercies and blessings. Then, many thanks to many parties who have supported me in making
this research. They are Ms, Roifah, Mr. Sulton, Mr, Pram, and Ms, Ame. They had given
feedback, advice, idea, time, and energy. Big grateful to my beloved parents who have prayed
for me and given financial support to the study. I also thank my friend, Annisa, who has been
accompanying, providing encouragement, and giving me positive affirmations during the
process of making this paper.

REFERENCES
Akram, M., & Qureshi, D. (2014). The role of features of connected speech in teaching

English pronunciation. International Journal of English and Education, 3(3), 230-240.
Aldaihani, F., & Data, B. (2021). Justification for Adopting Qualitative Research Method,
Research Approaches, Sampling Strategy, Sample Size, Interview Method, Saturation,

Jo-ELT (Journal of English Language Teaching) Fakultas Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni
Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris IKIP, June 2022. Vol.9 No.1 | Page 26



Jannah Learning Connected Speech by .........

and Data Analysis. Journal of International Business and Management, December
2021, 0-11. https://doi.org/10.37227/jibm-2021-09-1494.

Alsadae, S., & Sase, A. (2022). The Use of Song in Teaching English Pronunciation (students
and teachers’perceptions). [11 1] [J[T][][] 672—692.

Badawi, M., & Elabdeen, Z. (2015). Problems Encountered by Non-Native Speakers in
Understanding Connected Speech of English Native Speakers. Sudan University of
Science and Technolog.

Bakri, U. (2020). An Analysis of Connected Speech in a Song Entitled “Count on Me ”By
Bruno Mars: A Content Analysis on Textbook of Curriculum 2013 for Junior High
School. Pandawa :  Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Dakwah, 2(September), 515-529.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.36088/pandawa.v2i3.1344.

Clarke, S. (2014). Introduction to research. An Introduction to Theory and Reasoning in
Nursing: Fourth Edition, June, 226-259. https://doi.org/10.5014/ajot.48.11.1106a.
Creswell & Creswell. (2017). Research design Research design. Research in Social Science:

Interdisciplinary Perspectives, September, 68—84.

Hafira, P., & Misnawati, M. (2014). Students’ Realization of Connected Speech Aspects.
Journal on English Language Teaching & Learning Langauge and Llterature, vol 2,
Nol. https://doi.org/10.24256/ideas.v2i1.132.

Hamad, P. (2014). Teaching Aspects of Connected Speech for Second Year Students at
University Level. ZANCO Journal of Humanity Sciences, 18(1), 205.

Lasabuda, N. (2017). An Identification of Students’ Difficulties in Pronunciation. Al-Lisan.
Journal Bahasa, 2(2), 17-24. http://journal.iaingorontalo.ac.id/index.php/al%0A$1.
Marwa, D. (2019). A Descriptive Study on The Students’ Perception of Clasrrom Activities in
Teaching Speaking at SMA IT Abdurrab Pekanbaru. In J&«). STATE ISLAMIC

UNIVERSITY OF SULTAN SYARIF KASIM RIAU.

Musrifah, S. (2018). Improving Students’ Listening Comprehension by Teaching Connected
Speech. Ar-Raniry State Islamic University Darussalam.

Nicoleta, A. (2015). Teaching Pronunciation Through Songs. Journal Plus Education, 7, 172—
179.

Nkongho, M., & Tize, P. (2021). Aspects of Connected Speech: An Exploratory Study on
ESL Student-Teachers of the Higher Teachers Training College Maroua. In
International Journal of English Language and Linguistics Research (No. 2053-6305;
Vol. 9, Issue 2).

Putra, A. (2018). Using Video to Improve Pronunciation of The Second Years Students of
FKI UIR Pekanbaru. International Journal of Language Teaching and Education, 2(1),
19-24. https://doi.org/10.22437/ijolte.v2i1.4519.

Rahmania, A., & Mandasari, B. (2021). Students’ Perception Towards the Use of Joox
Application To Improve Students’ Pronunciation. Journal of English Language
Teaching and Learning (JELTL), 2(1), 39-44,
http://jim.teknokrat.ac.id/index.php/english-language-teaching/index.

Romero, M., Bernal, L., & Olivares, M. (2012). Using Songs to Encourage Sixth Graders to
Develop English Speaking Skills (No. 1576; Vol. 14, Issue 1).

Rosa, M. (2002). Don’cha know? A survey of ESL teachers’ perspectives on reduced forms
instruction. Second Language Studies, 21(1), 49-78.

Setia, R., Rahim, R., Nair, G., Adam, A., Husin, N., Sabapathy, E., Mohamad, R., So’od, S.,
Md-Yusoff, N., Razlan, R., Jalil, N., Kassim, R., & Seman, N. (2012). English songs as

Jo-ELT (Journal of English Language Teaching) Fakultas Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni
Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris IKIP, June 2022. Vol.9 No.1 | Page 27


https://doi.org/10.37227/jibm-2021-09-1494
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.36088/pandawa.v2i3.1344
https://doi.org/10.5014/ajot.48.11.1106a
https://doi.org/10.24256/ideas.v2i1.132
http://journal.iaingorontalo.ac.id/index.php/al%0A$1
https://doi.org/10.22437/ijolte.v2i1.4519
http://jim.teknokrat.ac.id/index.php/english-language-teaching/index

Jannah Learning Connected Speech by .........

means of aiding students’ proficiency development. Asian Social Science, 8(7), 270—
274. https://doi.org/10.5539/ass.v8n7p270.

Simon, M., & Goes, J. (2013). Scope, limitations, and delimitations. Disser, 2000—2002.

Suleiman, H., & Qunayeer, A. (2020). the Relationship Between English Language
Proficiency Level and Comprehension of Connected Speech Aspects. British Journal of
English Linguistics, 8(2), 35-57.

Suwartono, T., & Mayaratri, P. (2019). Songs Helped Them Learn the English Connected
Speech. Jurnal Bahasa Lingua Scientia, 11(2), 149-151.
https://doi.org/10.21274/1s.2019.11.1.59-68.

Wijaya, S., Yanti, I., & Wijaya, A. (2019). The Analysis Of Students’ Critical Thinking In
Writing  Hortatory  Exposition  Text. Proceeding Umsurabaya, 208-219.
http://103.114.35.30/index.php/Pro/article/view/3009.

Yanti, R., Harahap, Y., & Al-washliyah, U. (2022). The Effect Of Using English Song To
Improve Students’ Pronunciation By 7 Medan. Journal Pusat Studi Pendidikan Rakyat,
2(1), 1-10.

Yates, L., & Zielinski, B. (2009). Give it a go: Teaching pronunciation to adults.
http://www.ameprc.mg.edu.au/resources/amep _fact_sheets%5CnBurns,%5Cnhttp://ww
w.ag.gov.au/cca.

|
Jo-ELT (Journal of English Language Teaching) Fakultas Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni
Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris IKIP, June 2022. Vol.9 No.1 | Page 28


https://doi.org/10.5539/ass.v8n7p270
https://doi.org/10.21274/ls.2019.11.1.59-68
http://103.114.35.30/index.php/Pro/article/view/3009
http://www.ameprc.mq.edu.au/resources/amep_fact_sheets%5CnBurns,%5Cnhttp:/www.ag.gov.au/cca
http://www.ameprc.mq.edu.au/resources/amep_fact_sheets%5CnBurns,%5Cnhttp:/www.ag.gov.au/cca

