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ABSTRACT

Furaidah, Hana. 2026. The Intersectional Analysis of Gender Stereotype
to the Characterization of Samantha Booke in Movie Script the
Great Debaters (2007). Thesis, English Education Department,
Faculty of Education, Communication, and Science. Universitas
Muhammadiyah Surabaya. Supervisor I: Dr. Dra. Masulah, M.
A., Supervisor II. Jepri Ali Saiful, Ph. D.

This study examines the intersectional representation of gender
stereotypes in the characterization of Samantha Booke, a Black female
character in the movie script of The Great Debaters (2007), written by
Robert Eisele. Using a descriptive qualitative research design and
Crenshaw's intersectionality theory, this study analyzes fourteen data
extracts consisting of dialogue and stage directions that explicitly
foreground Samantha's gender and racial positioning. The research
addresses two questions: how gender stereotypes depict women in the
1930s setting as represented by Samantha Booke, and how these
stereotypes intersect with race in shaping her characterization. The
findings reveal four recurring patterns of gender stereotyping, namely
exceptionalism, scrutinized credibility, reduction to physical appearance
and domestic roles, and framing as a social risk. Furthermore, the analysis
shows that gender stereotypes do not operate in isolation but intersect with
race to produce compound marginalization, while simultaneously
enabling Samantha's rhetorical resistance and intellectual agency. The
study concludes that the script positions Samantha in a productive tension
between subordination and empowerment, reflecting the lived reality of
Black women intellectuals in 1930s America.

Keywords: Characterization, Gender Stereotype, Intersectionality
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ABSTRAK

Furaidah, Hana. 2026. The Intersectional Analysis of Gender Stereotype
to the Characterization of Samantha Booke in Movie Script the
Great Debaters (2007). Skripsi, Fakultas Pendidikan,
Komunikasi, dan Sains. Universitas Muhammadiyah Surabaya.
Pembibing I: Dr. Dra. Masulah, M. A., Pembibing II. Jepri Ali
Saiful, Ph. D.

Penelitian ini mengkaji representasi interseksional stereotip
gender dalam penokohan Samantha Booke, karakter perempuan kulit
hitam dalam naskah film The Great Debaters (2007) karya Robert Eisele.
Dengan menggunakan desain penelitian kualitatif deskriptif dan teori
interseksionalitas Crenshaw, penelitian ini menganalisis empat belas
kutipan data berupa dialog dan arahan panggung yang secara eksplisit
menonjolkan posisi gender dan ras Samantha. Penelitian ini menjawab
dua rumusan masalah, yaitu bagaimana stereotip gender menggambarkan
perempuan pada latar tahun 1930-an melalui tokoh Samantha Booke,
serta bagaimana stereotip tersebut berinteraksi dengan ras dalam
membentuk penokohannya. Hasil penelitian menemukan empat pola
stereotip gender yang berulang, yaitu perlakuan sebagai sosok
eksepsional, kredibilitas yang lebih diragukan, reduksi pada penampilan
fisik dan peran domestik, serta pelabelan sebagai ancaman sosial. Selain
itu, analisis menunjukkan bahwa stereotip gender tidak berdiri sendiri,
melainkan berinteraksi dengan ras sehingga menghasilkan marginalisasi
berlapis, sekaligus membuka ruang bagi resistensi retoris dan keagenan
intelektual Samantha. Penelitian ini menyimpulkan bahwa naskah
menempatkan Samantha dalam ketegangan produktif antara subordinasi
dan pemberdayaan, mencerminkan realitas kehidupan perempuan
intelektual kulit hitam di Amerika pada era 1930-an.

Kata Kunci: Interseksionalitas; Penokohan, Stereotip Gender
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