
 

 

ii 

 

THE TABOO WORDS USED BY BOTH MALE AND 

FEMALE IN TWITTER 

 

SKRIPSI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OLEH: 

NADOFAH 

NIM: 09122058 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 

FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH SURABAYA 

2013 



 

 

iii 

 

THE TABOO WORDS USED BY BOTH MALE AND 

FEMALE IN TWITTER 

 

SKRIPSI 

Diajukan untuk memenuhi salah satu syarat memperoleh gelar 

SARJANA KEPENDIDIKAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OLEH: 

NADOFAH 

NIM: 09122058 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 

FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH SURABAYA 

2013 



 

 

iv 

 

LEMBAR PERSETUJUAN 

 

Skripsi yang ditulis oleh Nadofah ini telah disetujui pada tanggal 30 Mei 2013 

untuk diujikan tanggal 12 Juni 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pembimbing I, 

 

 

 

Dr. Ahmad Idris Asmaradhani, M.Pd 

 

 

Pembimbing II, 

  

 

 

 

Drs. Djoko Soeloeh Marhaen, MA 

 

  

 

 

 

Mengetahui: 

Ketua Progam Studi, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Mayasari, S.Pd, M.Pd 

 

  



 

 

v 

 

LEMBAR PENGESAHAN 

 

Skripsi ini telah diuji dan dinyatakan sah oleh Panitia Ujian Tingkat Sarjana 

(S-1) Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Surabaya sebagai salah satu syarat memperoleh gelar sarjana kependidikan, 

pada tanggal 15 juni 2013. 

 

Dosen Penguji:       Tanda Tangan 

1. Dr. Ahmad Idris Asmaradhani, M.Pd.  ( ………………………… ) 

2. Drs. Wijayadi, M.Pd.    ( ………………………… ) 

3. Dr. Dwijani Ratnadewi, M.Pd.   ( ………………………… ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mengetahui, 

Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Surabaya 

Dekan 

 

 

 

Dr. M. Ridlwan, M.Pd. 

 

  



 

 

vi 

 

PERNYATAAN KEASLIAN TULISAN 

 

 

Saya yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini: 

 

Nama : Nadofah 

NIM : 09122058 

Jurusan/ Program Studi : Bahasa Inggris 

Fakultas : Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan 

 

Menyatakan dengan sebenarnya bahwa skripsi (tugas akhir) yang saya tulis ini 

benar-benar merupakan hasil karya saya sendiri, bukan merupakan pengambil 

alihan, tulisan atau pikiran orang lain yang saya akui sebagai hasil tulisan atau 

pikiran saya sendiri. 

 

Apabila dikemudian hari terbukti atau dapat dibuktikan bahwa skripsi ini hasil 

jiplakan, maka saya bersedia menerima sanksi atau perbuatan tersebut sesuai 

perlakuan yang berlaku. 

 

 

  Surabaya, 21 Mei 2013 

  Yang membuat pernyataan, 

 

 

   

  Nadofah 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

vii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God is looking for Ordinary People  

Empowered by Him to do Extraordinary Things.  

unknown 

  



 

 

viii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
 Firstly, I would like to thank to Allah SWT for his blessing in my life, 

especially during the process of writing this thesis. He gives me strength when I 

am down and show me the light when there seems to be dark as no way to move 

forward. Without His guidance and love I would never have finished this thesis. 

Secondly, sholawat and salam to the Prophet Muhammad SAW, the last 

Prophet who becomes the leader of Moslems and guides human to the right way, 

and also to all his families and his friends. 

Thirdly, I present my special thanks to my parents, Almarhum Hasul and 

Safiyah, especially to my mother who always supports me when I lose my spirit in 

completing this thesis, who advices me when I have lost an idea in writing this 

thesis, and who always gives her sincere prays. Also thanks to my brothers, 

Damhuji and Moh. Zahir for giving me their cares and energy. I am really glad to 

have a great family where I can share love, sadness, and happiness. 

Fourth, I would like to deliver my deepest gratitudes to my great advisor 

Dr. A. Idris Asmaradhani, M.Pd and Drs. Djoko Soeloeh Marhaen, MA for 

providing their valuable times and giving me advice, suggestion, idea, comments 

in helping me finish this thesis. 

Finally, I also thank to all my incredible lecturers of English Department, 

Teacher Training and Education Faculty of Muhammadiyah University at 

Surabaya for giving me much knowledge and contribution to this thesis, 

especially to Drs. Wirawan, M.Ed. Last but not least, I thank to all my friends for 

a beautiful friendship in which I can share sadness and happiness, and also for 

their supports. Love you all. 

 

 

Surabaya, May 24, 2013 

 

 

Researcher 

 



 

 

ix 

 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

TITLE PAGE............................................................................................... ii 

LEMBAR PERSETUJUAN........................................................................ ii 

LEMBAR PENGESAHAN......................................................................... ii 

PERNYATAAN KEASLIAN TULISAN................................................... iv 

MOTTO....................................................................................................... v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS........................................................................ vi 

ABSTRACT................................................................................................ vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS............................................................................ viii 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION................................................................ 1 

1.1 Background of The Research............................................................... 1 

1.2 The Statement of the Research Problems............................................. 3 

1.3 The Purposes of the Research............................................................... 3 

1.4 The Significant of the Research............................................................ 4 

1.5 The Scope and Limitation..................................................................... 4 

1.6 Definitions on Related Terms............................................................... 4 

1.7 Design of the Research......................................................................... 5 

CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE.......................... 6 

2.1 Sociolinguistics.................................................................................... 6 

2.2 Language Variation............................................................................... 7 

 2.2.1 Genderlect................................................................................... 12 

 2.2.2 Word Choice............................................................................... 13 

 2.2.3 Taboos in Genderlect.................................................................. 16 

2.3 The Men and Women Interaction......................................................... 18 

     

CHAPTER III: METHOD OF RESEARCH.............................................. 21 

 

3.1 The Nature of Research....................................................................... 21 

3.2 The Method of the Research................................................................ 22 

3.3   The Source of Data………….............................................................. 23 

3.4 The Collection Data…………............................................................. 23 

3.5 The Selection of the Data.................................................................... 24 

3.6 The Data of the Research...................................................................... 25 



 

 

x 

 

3.7 The Steps of the Data Analysis............................................................. 26 

 

CHAPTER IV: DATA ANALYSIS RESEARCH FINDING.................... 28 

4.1 Taboo Word Choice Differences Used by Male and Female 

Twitter User....................…………..................................................... 28 

4.2 The Taboo Words Likely Used by Male and Female Twitter Users... 31 

4.3 The Context of Taboo Words Used by Both Male and Female 

Twitter Users………………………................................................... 33 

 

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION................................................................... 38 

BIBLIOGRAPHY....................................................................................... 40 

APPENDIX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

xi 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Coates, Jennifer. (1986) Women, Men, and Language. New York: Longman 

Group UK Limited. 

 

Coulmas, Florian. (1997) The Handbook of Sociolinguistics. Malden: Blackwell 

Publishing Ltd. 

 

Downes, William. Language and Society. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

1984. 1998. 

 

Gray, John. (1992) Men are From Mars, Women are From Venus. New York: 

Harpers Collins. 

 

Hudson, R.A. (1980-1985) Sociolinguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

 

Hancock, Beverley. Trent Focus for Research and Development in Primary 

Health Care: An Introduction to Qualitative Research.  Trent Focus, 1998   

 

Jay, Timothy. (2009)  The Utility and Ubiquity of Taboo Words. March 15, 2013. 

Retrieved from 

http://www.mcla.edu/Undergraduate/uploads/textWidget/1457.00018/docu

ments/Jay_Taboo.pdf 

 

Mills, Sara. Gender and Politness. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

 

Mizokami, Yuki. (2003) Ambiguous Boundary Between Women’s and Men’s 

Speech in the Japanese Language in the Use of Polite Expression. March 

10, 2013 retrieved from www.lang.nagoya-

u.ac.jp/bugai/kokugren/tagen/ …/mizokami01.pdflaw.hku.edu.tw/main.php

?mod=adv_efile&func=do… 

 

_____Does ‘Women’s Language’ Really Exist?: A Critical Assessment of Sex 

Difference Research in Sosiolinguistic, 2003, March 10, 2013. Retrieved 

from www.lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/nichigen/0-kyouiku/ …/mizokami16.pdf 

 

Sapiro, Virginia. (1986) Women in American Society. United States of America: 

Mayfield Publishing Company. 

 

Spolsky, Bernard. Sociolinguistic. New York: Oxford University Press, 1998. 

 

 

Trudgill, Peter. A Glossary of Sociolinguistics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Press Ltd, 2003. 

 

http://www.mcla.edu/Undergraduate/uploads/textWidget/1457.00018/documents/Jay_Taboo.pdf
http://www.mcla.edu/Undergraduate/uploads/textWidget/1457.00018/documents/Jay_Taboo.pdf
http://www.lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/bugai/kokugren/tagen/
http://www.lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/bugai/kokugren/tagen/
http://www.lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/nichigen/0-kyouiku/

