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ABSTRAK

There are so many safive langnoges 0 Indoveesio tial makes Eaglish as a forcign language
Sollowing Indonesian as the L2, This leads to the development of simulfaneous bilinguals.
However, there have beewn some comiradiclory opimions o whether learning Faglish for eovly
childhood is effective as (F can Tmhifhil o child’s L1 omd L2 developrient, This may lead o the
Ppheramenon of subivaciive bilingnalism resuling i o mugor dilemma for the govermment
porents, However, this modion can be debored throweh the critfcal period kypothesis. This sinely
presends d lierature veview on ‘vhymes, songy, ona chant v as the effecive media for fearmimg
Ervglish and its implication Jor earvly childhood threugh singing " approach,

Kepwards: chanis, critcal period, early childiaod. rinvmes, songs

INTRONMICTENY

Frglish i av international lrvgage theal Ros an importans sole in evervday e, English is
commanly wved m edwcalion, work, enleriainment, elecironic communication, and fravel, so
Erglish ix very imporianl fo moster, Nowadavs, of o Bbecome a common thing thay peopde oo
use English, That is, people whe come from diverse backgrownds, orimn, religion and coliire
have an agreed media fo communicale with each offer dn the Intermational warkd, mamely
Erplish.

fn fhis disrnpiion era, Erglivh kay also been nsed av a langiumge of commmication from
an early age. These demands make parenls compeling lo enter their chilfen inle schools that
use Erglhsh av o medinvm of longiage in learming. Lately, learning English as a fareigm language
in fmclomesia has begun b recch the Teff)l of carly childhood education (Sulistve, 2009),

M decordance with U No. 200 of 2003 cancerming the National Education Sesiem,
Chapter |, Aricle 1, Item 14, Early Childhood Edicaion (FALUD) is o coaching effars aimed af
children from birth fo age & through the provision of educational siimuli (o belp growth and
Phvaical and sparitnal development so hat children Bove reddiness o enfer firther eaicalion,
This is explmned i more delail in Ariicle 28 on Early Childhooad Education stating that: {1}
PAUTY is helid befare the Bosie Edvcation fevel, (20 PAUL con e held theough formal, mons
Sormal and 0 or infovmal  educalion  chanrels, (30 PAUD edhication  channels  formml:
kindergarien © RA or other forms of equivatent, (4] PAUD non-formal education pattoway! K8
ey grongs), TPA jA-Owr on Kindergarten). or oiher equivalent forms, oand ¢30 PAULY informal
educalion path: family education or edication argamzed by the emvironment,

Introchicing English carvly on for Inconestan children can be asstimed ox suppor! for the
statement of the Mimsier of Edwcation amd Culture af the Repuhiic af Indenesia on fhe
contmenoralion of Natioeal Edication Dayv on May 2, 2083, Minister of Education ard Ciltune,
Mohammad Nuh, declared the golden generation ax the theme of the 2003 Naional Education
vy celebratton, The declararion was based on the fact that from 2000 fo 2033 Indonesia
recetved a demographic bonus. the largest productive age popdalion in the countr's history.




Mussive investmeni in the Feld of iman resovrce development will be corried ot as an
effort to welcome [O0 vears of Imdoresia’s independence, in the mext 045 The Mimister af
Edvcorion ond Culinre also supports the Paudnisast movemend, o enconurage the expamsion of
accexy b educaiton ol all levels im aw effort o revve the golden generafion. vt and equitaohle
geialiny. of edvication o8 the key o swccessiully oraising the  golden  penermiion  (hitp
Seducation kompras.com ( read [ 2205021324267/ Kemudikbud fngin Celak Genevasi. (rasas
eveitfable: Wednesday 2 May 201 3),

According to experts, age before enfering baxic age iv a golden age {golden age) and ige
crifical period i the stoges of heean e thar will desermine e childs nexs development, AN
aspects of language use should be introduced to children before this golden period is over. At
this age, 3 i Wy impoviant fo introdiice good and correct longrage becanse using good and
right languofd 15 very wsefid for commtinicaling with the environment,

The development of children's longugge hos ﬂq.‘l‘it.ﬂ'ﬂj.r hegun since the chld was born
usimg the simpilest famenage or speech el ix coang’, ther the development in the form of
‘habble | habble’, simple wards / sentences accompanied by body movemenis | conditions ax a
commplenent fo speech. In educolional psychology there is a leaming theory thal con be wsed ay o
basiy for leaching. To realize this, educational instiintions for eavly childhood such as PAUD
ard Rindergarien hove fhe finmction o3 developers of variois pofertials possessed by sanly
childhood The potential includes a variety of abilities, ome of which is the abifity of langage.

The declaration of the golden gereralion necds fo be follomeed tp by snfrodicing Emglish
early an, hecause English 15 an international language. The masiery of English is a vehicle for
Elobal and giobal engagement, By infroducing English ax eorly of possible, i means o equip the
peoprle of the nafion v be able to navigaie the wordd of science aond lechrology jreely, bl still
prioritize the pafianal culfnre,

Learning Erglish for chuldren-at PAUD fevel = in line with the opinfons of experis, whi
say that in foct the ability of early childhood &5 more beilliant than whot 15 imagimed & adufts!
Thew com oo the sums before they are able to coiing. They con widersiond o Bundved words
hefore they are abvle fo speak fluenily, And at the age of three momihs their memory is very high
higher thor what i fmeagined by odeliy (Cole & Cole, 20807,

However, there is an assumpion that attempis fo introduce forelgn languages lo young
children will imierfere with longuage development, Frovision of Erglish i early chldfood is
very ercanramng, ful on the ofher howd, corcerns hive arisen because there are allegedly shill
many deficiencies in e appropriore @ethods ond materials thar will be given o early
chilahood Moveover, fechnically, |g its implementation, the role of the teacher and the policies
al each instithion defermiine o learning Englist o a foreign fangiiome G vonmg children is
held,

This sty prevides an overiew af the reasons for effectively introducing English early
ot anel the efforis thal con e mode. The discussion includes three things, womely the theorelical
framework about early childhood (AUTN  development; longuage development in eavly
childhood, and effechive elforty o dintroduce Englivh rongh sowgs, nme, and chonts” fo
children fram an early age,

METHPDE
The research method wsed iy sty 18 o reseoy@h design using o gualifative research
approach. Oualifative research, according o Moleong, is research thal infends fo wndersiand

phenoreie obal what s experfenced by research suljects such os behavior, percepiion,




medivaiion. aclions, efc, holistically, ond by means of descripfions fn the form of wordy and
langniage, 17 a spechm comfexts thal are Ralinral andg by uiilizing various scientific methads,

This fpe of research ix descripine research. Descripiive resecrch mefhod 15 research thal
does wal require adinistvation and contrel of treanmerd. This resegrch 15 nov wwiended Io fest
cerfain gwaiteses, bar only descrife whor 087 abonl a wiriable, phenameron ar comaiiion

This siudy is @ hbrary vesearch conducied v a library thal collects data on effective
Erglish fearming for children of din age. T oddinion, data 5 also frmd in boobsioves and he
frfernel. (0 the varions places, the fibrary is the mast dato-rich ahd easy fo find

The presence of researchers in Bhis sindy & very Imporiont because in qualifalive research
the position af the researcher is gquite complex ax well ax o planner, implementing data
collecion, aralvsis, inferprefation of dofa, and in e end e becomes a reporier on the rexulis of
fils rexearch, So i is approgidale 5 the wadersfanding of the instriment oF research fool here Is
Eiven o researchers because I becomes everyihing of the eniire research (Rocess.

AN EFFECTIVE WAY TO LEARN ENGLINH FOOR EARLY AGE
I. Theory of Chilhood Development and Language Development

Creffing fir inow early chilaftoond 5t study their pivsicdl, cogrifive, menral, and social
devedopment witieh will corfinie fo develap as they age {Cade & Cole, 20000 By browing early
chitdhand and varios aspects that inffuernce their development, #f will be easier fo explove who
I8 o corly age and Bow o fread e, Dndersianding of early ohitffood will be a gwide for
fedchers in teaching them, inchuding leaching foretmn Tamgages, in this case FEnglish. That is
why theorres aboml early ohiflfdhood are weeded before arriving of thearies abost feaching
English to earfy chilahood. ]

Neame experts include John Dewey, Mavia Mantessari, Erik Ertlson, Jean Praget. and Lev
Figrowsky expiaining vavions relafed theories abowd eoarly childhood Acoording o John Dewey,
early childhomd regeirves aciive and inferaciive learming fools, which are chili-cenitered, Wiile
Maria Movitessori siated ot early childhood shonld be accomponiied by an ermndironment full of
Bemily, ovder. and comjort, and gocording o the cinld's senses (Mooney, 20000,

Ertkson argmees that eavly chifdhood s very crivical in ferms of the development of trist
fantorony), mdonomy (autonomy) or independence. and tmifiatives. A child who has high
confidence i fmsell and kis emvromment will sanly adapd To Ris environment. This frst 15
created when a newborn child feels comfort around him physically. mentally, ond spiritmaliy.
This comdifion iy needed for chiildren in leavnig Enelish

Jean Piopged divides child development infe several stages. Early childhood s im the
precperationg stae. Al this sfage e ot con ple sometfiing fosed on e sealily el Ty
disploved throuph simbols fnclisding pictures, words, and cues. Thus the child can think of
sometiing abend objects or olifects or evenis wittoul preseniing the obfect in frons of the child,
Bt af thix stage children are sl affen confised ebowl covsal relalionshins (Cole £ Cole, 2004
344), Peaget further stated that earty childfood are more able o collect imfirmation through
whet they experienced Phemselves, thar i iodd fo him.

Fvgotshy emphasizes the process of languaege acquisiiion i children throngh diafogue or
conversafion. Throueh conversalion or diclogie, adulls romsfer the bnowledee contained Tn
culture o children. During the learming process. the language wsed by children becomes a
miedis of iptellecnl ironsformalion. By repefing, or imifating the ufferances wsed by pavenis,
children learmn the language and culture of their parenis. This provess ix whal Vyvgoisky meant ax
rhe theme of develipment 3 the infermalizalion process,




The varfous opinions expressed by the experis above represent the peesentation of early
childhard developmeni. The infrodivciion af early childhond thinsing &illy will provide an
wnclerstoning of effiwis fo ntrocivce English o early childhood Cameran (2000 ) swgpesis thal
early childiood has urigue advariages, winch differ from learners af o fugher level, or aoilis,
The wnigneness and sirergth found an early oildtood 05 the great poternal possessed by
children fo leam, bevand whal can be imagined or undersiomd by adidis,

The developeeens of langriage recoghizes four man theovies, homely the hehanorisiie
theory put forward by 8.F. Skinner, the nativistic theory put forward by Noam Chomsky, the
empirical theary as apposed fo fue naiivisiie theory, as well as the nferaeiion theory. These four
theories wall be disonsed separately in the next paragraph.

Hehavicristic theowy gt forward by B, F. Sonner slates thal fanguage 15 fearned ot
condifioning by prondding refnforcenent and imilation (Comteron, 20008, Strengifiening eeuirs
becawse af the repeniian of the simuins given. The emphasis on s theovy @5 thar every child af
Birth does not hanve the senaie abilily fo master or wndersiomd o pariiendar Wngucsiic siruciire,

{hildren are born info this world like a plece of clean white cloth, and the snvirorment 15
whet will shape alf the skills of befovior including the skills of lingual bekavior. The formation
af these skills ocours through experience and fearming processes. Noam Chomsky put forwerd
fhe mativizsiie theory in longiioge developement. This fheary stedes Wt ofl chilaven simee bivik
herve the ability lo speak taown as the LAD (Langnage Acguistion Device), witich i the potential
Jor selfflangmnage that enabies chitfdren o produce o semience corsisiing of words ifal ey
alreéady frove. This stmlement is hased on the view thal slates what the child hears - linguisiic
fnapred = fx gefficiens to explaln them fo the language learning slage (Cameron, 20601,

Linfike the behavioristic theory, which states that children’s lmguage proficency is
shaped hy the wnfluence of their envirorment, thiy theory assemes that language 15 o hological
Eift. Lowgeape is doo compler and impossibie to learm inoa relatively short time, So some
importani aspecis concermng the language system must already exist i every child af birh.

Empiricol theory conteadicts what veas steded by Chowmsia, This theory sigoesis that the
Tinguistic mpnd recemved by children 15 nof sufffcient enongh so et 0 canrod be smd that
chitdren kave LAD in lomgriage acquisition. The characteristics of this theory appear in The
construction of language models studied and aspects of lnguistics prodiced by children.
EmparigQl theory i stvongly inffuenced by stodistical leaming theory (Goffman, [992)

In philosophy, empiricism 15 a theory of knowledge which [utes that keowledge arises
Trom experiehce. Enpivicism i one of the mony wews il focus on lian roufedme, o as
epistemalogy.  Empiricism emphaxizes the role of experience and proof, especially sensary
PercEpiiom iR shaping ndeas (Troffmen, T992),

The femirth theowy is perspective Weory, which corsisis of fwo compoienis. Perspective
fheory ix g combination of the two previous theomes, nmely the theory of rainvsm and fhe
Fheory of behaviarism, This Theory consisis af nwo componenis, nomely e information process
that 15 tested through stafistics as the first component. This statistical data will show that the
brain hoy o wry high ability fo detect variows poiierns, The sccond compovent is social
interachion which emphauzes o sivong desire i a person jo undersiand otheres and to be
urderstood by ofhers. Interactiong@m is a micro-socielogy that believes that mearing i produced
throvgh ingdivichial interaction. Social inleraction throush o face-fo-face process consisis af
actions, Feachions, v muicial odapation between Do o more indinaiials,

Interachion applies io all longuages, including boay language and ailifude. The purpase
of goctal inferaciion 15 fo commiiicole with atiers, [ on ongoing inferaciion is threatened fo end




before one of the individualy imeolved wiis i1, the inferaction can continee regardiess of the
disturhing thing or problem that arises, Erving Goffinan (1992) underiines the importance of
contred n inferaciions. Cne must fry fo contrel the aifiinde of others during the inferaction in
order fo absork the information needed and o control the imaginaiion af one's awn percepiion,
Tmiprarionl conceps wnciucded I irferaction eary are e wociol role’, amd the ‘self preseniolion”
view pat forward by Gaffmean,

1|
2. Critical Period Hypothesis

The critical period hypothesis siotes that linpuistic development needs fo b ociivied
between 3-12 years af age for normal development to occur (Lemneberg, 1967, cited in Hamers
ard Blanch. This implies that {f a person 15 to learn longuage bevond this period, the chance for
the person fo acguire o dorguage will gel mich havder,

However, the hypathesis locks empirical evidence and 15 a controversial isspe in
bilimgnalism omd second lempuoge ocguesiion, IF we relofe this hvpodhesis o the humon
Biological development, especially the brain, it may give us a clearer idea of the hypothesis.
Woogls & Carey (1979} stale thal children recover more quickly omd more fully jrimm aphasio
thaw adulls and s s because the brain of a child is not yet filly developed whereas the adult
Brain oz fly developed, This meons that the chilid's brain hos g grecter plasiicily compared fo
the adull s hrain; thergfare other paris of the brain can toke ever the functions of the domaged
one (Hofl, 2004) Moreover, Penfleld & Roberts (7939, oifed In Homers owd Blane, 2000)
assiirte thal e early language leamer's abilily to learn a language with ease is because of the
relafively greaier cerebrod plaslicily that the child hos. In senke fo this, an early languoge
fearmer's brain has nod nenrelogically matured thus gonng the learner greater fexbility in
learming o language and making the lecmer easier in acquiring 5 ax he or she has lesy lngistic
Bogrprape.

3. Imtroducing Engiish since Early [ 7]

A very appropriate approach v fearning English for early childhood is the Tosal
Physical Response (TER) approach déveloped by Samey Asher in 1977, This approach involes
the childs activities spectfically as a response lo insiructions o something thal is being learned.
T intraducing Exglish fo children threongh lecrmimg Erglish Jor voung children. the appilication
of somgs, chaonts and rigmes (songs and songs) can be used The term song 15 ofien mferpreled ox
a gong oF song, Wiile choinl cort Be fromslated vells il cav aod fo fhe spurit. Rsme com micam a
samE with a ceriain rinme, useally hay the sawe final sound on several or each line. Chant and
Rhme can he formed from pietey,

Kongs and sones are very ueefid aed effective activities for langrage Tearning for vonng
children, In language learming, thix achivity Is very wsefid espectally fie children who hove mof
been ablfe fo prociice longoge. Singing aciivities con fmprove langeee development and
pinsical development of the motor. especially If the actiwiy s infegrated with music and
movemen! fdaoree). Singing aolnvilies con focilitaie children with different learning stvies, such
as vistal, andifory and Binaesiheie,

Sivging fx ool somteihing hal B8 difcill fo fearn or do, even the chilels oy Tije s
inseparable from singing activities. The same thing happened in the education environment for
AU Simging aciviiies i English con be dare fo improve Tisfering sEills. This is in accoradanice
with the suggestion that the skills thal needio be prionitized in leaching English for early
chitahocd are orl sklls, Salls thet include oral skills are lsfening skills and speaking shills,




a
Sirging aciivities can e combined with the application of the TPR (Total Fhysical Response )
aprrcach.

I prociice, TPR provides broad opporinmiiies for children to respond o insiruciions or
Inztrnctions of feachers fn English with phnsical movereniy. Tn thiy activity, children are not
regired to respond verbadl)y, This, thiz aoivine con be dove whern early ohildhond is still in the
stage of the silent period {silent period). In this period, children are actively learning through
rheir gense of hearing by obsorbing e largeage they hear as much o3 possible. However,
despite hmving enough vocabulary, children are mot remdy o produce {onguaage both ovally and
I Wriing,

Chitdven lave song, riyvme and chant (Brewsfer, Ellis, & Girard, 20021 Moreover, songs
ard somgs ave e mature of repefiiion and ehviime thal gre suttable for use av velicles In
lamguaee fearning. This benefiE makes manmy lanpuage recopnilion programs, especially for
Vourg chitldren wie implestent singing achiviies, The benefils and potental af sang, i learning
Emplish for early childhoeod, (5 To provide oppartunities for childrer fo fearn while plinang omd
nriderga @ pleasant learning pricess,

Selection of the ey of suilable songs, chanlts and rinmes Jor children mokes English
fearning for voung children more meaningfid and emjovabie. Singing is very useful to practice
e ofild's aliliny o pronouice English wovas, Tn English there ore stresses, phyihms amd
intowations that are different from Indonesian. By preseniing singing achivities, children con
fearn them (n more fin afmd meaningfid sifeaiions, Many sorgs con e used chant and rhyme n
fearming English for early childhood Songs that are accompeaied by movements con make
children fearn new vooabilary witho! hovieg fo be frapsiared Into Indoresion,

CEONCLUSTON

Introchicing English oo early childhood needs o be prepared By hoving feachers wiha
wnderstongd the theory abowt Be framewort of early childhood development and alse the
development af the Tangiiage. Jodin Dewes, Maria Mowitessors, Ervik Rikson, and Lev Fygotshy
are experts iw e field of cogniine development of chilaven, These experis suggest rhal garly
chitafocd com fearn well i piven adegnate facilities amd edicational oilities that are educaled
{echicative),

Understamaing of chitdren’s thinlking fromework cant encourage feachers fo use Zongs,
chamiy and rinmes’ as an effective, fin and meanmgid leaming media. The recommended
aphirrrrach cned el foF Tearning Erngliah for voung children 15 the sirging’ approach,
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