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“I can know more vocabularies and their meanings”: EFL

Students’ Perceptions regarding the Use

of Islamic

Verses in ELT about Nature on Incidental Vocabulary

Acquisition

ABSTRACT

There is a paucity of knowledge on the use of Islamic holy
references in English on learners’ Incidental Vocabulary Acquisition
(IVA). This study aims to investigate English students’ perceptions
regarding the use of English translations of Islamic verses related
to nature on students’ IVA. [t involved 77 senior high school ~
students, consisting of 48 females and 29 males, from three
schools in Surabaya and Pemalang, Indonesia. A case study design
was employed, incorporating quantitative and qualitative data.
Closed and open-ended questionnaires were the instruments, and
the data were analyzed through descriptive methods and content
analysis. The integrated findings showed that students view the
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Sunnah in developing their IVA and Islam and nature
understanding. Moreover, they express satisfaction with this
approach to learning. In conclusion, students perceive that English
verses from Islamic references offer significant benefits for their
IVA.

the field of language learning and teaching field. However, it has been noted that
vocabulary refers to knowing a word from the form, meaning, use, and collocation
(Hashun, 2005). Similarly, recent scholar on IVA, Teng (2021), agrees that

vocabulary deals with understanding the form, meaning, and use of a word.

aligns with the views of a notable scholar on vocabulary research, Paul Nation. |

Nation (2013) elaborates on vocabulary as having three aspects: form, meaning,
and use, and the knowledge of these aspects encompasses both receptive and
productive knowledge. The form deals with the sound or pronunciation, spelling,
word parts. The meaning includes the form and meaning, concept and referents,
and association. The use encompasses grammatical functions, collocation, and
constrain on use such as register, frequency, and so on.

Considerable ways have been made to develop IVA since its inception in

1985, resulting in diverse findings. There are at least four approaches to

developing language learners’ IVA. The first one is through reading| Joe (1998)
have shown that reading a text and retelling it can promote IVA or vocabulary
development. Moreover, in-depth research by Daskaloyska (2014) suggests that
authentic texts such as fiction (see Reynolds, 2015), e.g., novel (see Pellicer-
Sanchez & Schmitt, 2010), can also enhance IVA. Additionally, simply engaging in
extensive reading (see Kweon & Kim, 2008) as a part of assignments can foster
language learners’ IVA. Besides, it is important to note that the process of reading,
from and while reading, can also contribute to IVA development (Pellicer-Sanchez,
2016).
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In addition to reading, listening, and multimedia approaches, storytelling and
reading aloud (see Lenhart et al., 2018) have proven to be effective techniques to
between reading only and reading while listening to assess their impact on IVA.
The findings revealed that both methods can enhance IVA, however, reading while
listening could provide better IVA for learners. Traced back in 2001, Laufer &
Hulstijn, (2001) introduced Involvement Load Hypothesis (ILH) to promote
language learners’ IVA. According to this hypothesis, learners can achieve
maximum IVA if they engage with the vocabulary tasks through three stages:
search, evaluation, and need (a motivation to get to know or use the word).

The strategies discussed for enhancing learners’ IVA demonstrate that
prolific attempts have been made to promote IVA. This aligns with the (Huckin, &
Coady, 1999) that there is no consensus on the quantity and type of exposures
required to foster learners’ IVA. It is clear that research on IVA continues to expand.
However, it is important to note that the majority of IVA research has not explored
the significance of reading and discussing L2 religious texts such as the Qur'an
and Sunnah, prophetic sayings of Muhammad. These sources play a critical role
that deserves attention, as they have the potential to significantly contribute to
students’ IVA.

a valuable tool for students to expand their vocabulary. These texts offer authentic
and language-rich input within the Islamic context. Consequently, when students
engage in reading and discussing the English translation of these two Islamic holy
references, the students are likely to encounter new vocabularies, grasp their
meanings, and learn how to use them in context. It is important to note that these
potentials have not been thoroughly explored in research. |
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